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R.P.M.  Ends  on  Cosmetics 

MANUFACTURERS  ABANDON  THEIR  CASE 

'WITH  reluctance  and  disappointment"  the  Toilet  Preparations  Federa- 
ion  announces  that  the  Restrictive  Practices  Court  case  for  the  price 
naintenance  of  cosmetic  products  is  being  abandoned. 


At  a  recent  meeting  to  consider  what 
ction  should  be  taken  at  the  hearing 
f  the  case  (which  had  been  called  for 
day  8),  the  Federation's  members  who 
'ere  contesting  it  as  a  group  con- 
|idered  the  opinion  put  forward  by 
heir  legal  advisers.  They  were  com- 
lelled  to  decide  that  the  chance  of  a 
uccessful  outcome  of  real  value  to 
he  industry  and  retail  trade  was  small, 
"he  products  produced,  many  of  which 
ad  not  in  fact  been  price-maintained 
pr  some  time,  were  so  complex  in 
ange  that,  in  Counsel's  opinion,  the 
ourt  would  never  issue  an  order 
overing  them  all,  while  the  chances 
f  an  order  exempting  only  products 
f  manufacturers  whose  policy  had 
een  to  maintain  their  prices  were 
egligible.  The  group  reached  its  de- 
cision with,  as  has  been  said,  reluc- 
ince  and  disappointment,  and  not- 
ithstanding  the  considerable  expense 
nd  effort  that  had  been  incurred.  A 
)rmal  order  of  the  court  "freeing" 
osmetics  prices  is  expected  to  be 
|iade  on  May  8. 

Flash  Bulbs 

BRITISH  STANDARD  REVISED 

order  to  give  as  much  information 
possible  on  types  of  expendable 
hotographic  flash  bulbs  in  common 
se,  the  British  Standards  Institution 
is  published  a  revision  of  the  1957 
andard  on  the  subject.  The  new  pub- 
ation  is  BS  2833  :  1968  Expendable 
lotographic  flash  bulbs.  In  its  origi- 
il  form  the  standard  provided  a 
assification  only,  and  included  Class 
flash  bulbs.  That  class,  being  no 
nger  in  general  use.  has  been  omitted 
om  the  new  edition.  Two  classes 
ive  been  added — MF  and  FP  +  ,  the 
tter  being  a  faster  type  for  use  with 
cal  plane  shutters.  Caps  and  bases 
e  specified  as  being  in  accordance 
th  BS  3337:  "Dimensions  of  plug 
irt  and  lampholder  for  capless  photo 
ish  lamps."  or  BS  98  "Dimensions  of 
rew  lamp  caps  and  lampholders  (Edi- 
>n  type),"  as  appropriate.  Maximum 
mensions  are  given  for  nine  types 
bulb  and  a  flash  cube.  Copies  may 


be  obtained  from  the  B.S.T.  Sales  Office, 
101  Pentonville  Road,  London,  N.l 
(price  4s.  plus  6d.  postage  to  non- 
subscribers). 

Publications  for  Patients 

DOCTORS  APPROVE  LIMITATIONS 

THE  annual  report  of  the  British 
Medical  Association  council  discloses 
that  the  council  has  approved  the  fol- 
lowing draft  statement,  prepared  by 
the  Association  of  the  British  Pharma- 
ceutical Industry,  on  publications  sup- 
plied by  pharmaceutical  companies  to 
doctors  for  distribution  to  patients:  — 

"That  companies  marketing  medical 
speciality  products  should  not  supply 
doctors  with  any  publications  which  men- 
tion such  products  and  which  are  intended 
to  be  handed  or  made  available  to  patients, 
provided,  however,  that  this  restriction 
shall  not  apply  to  printed  information  or 
instructions  about  a  single  product  which 
the  doctor  may  wish  to  give  a  patient  for 
whom  he  has  prescribed  that  product." 

The  report  is  published  in  the  B.M.J. 
supplement  (April  20). 

Hospital  Costs 

NINE  PER  CENT.  INCREASE  IN  SCOTLAND 

THE  average  net  weekly  cost  of  main- 
taining a  patient  in  Scottish  hospitals 
in  1966-67  was  £25  8s.  5d.,  an  increase 
of  9  per  cent,  over  the  previous  year 
according  to  the  Analysis  of  Running 


Costs  of  Scottish  Hospitals  (H.M. 
Stationery  Office,  price  £1  2s.  6d.).  The 
Scottish  Home  and  Health  Department 
state  that  two-thirds  of  the  increase  was 
attributable  to  wage  and  salary  in- 
creases and  higher  prices.  The  analysis 
includes  the  following  average  cost  of 
drugs  and  dressings  per  patient  dis- 
charged for  the  various  types  o*  hos- 


pitals: — ■ 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Acute  teaching 

4 

8 

6 

Non-teaching 

Over   50  beds 

3 

17 

8 

1  to  -50  beds 

2 

7 

9 

Mainly  acute-teaching 

4 

2 

7 

Non-teaching 

4 

7 

3 

Partly  acute 

5 

11 

7 

Convalescent 

1 

3 

6 

Maternity-teaching 

2 

11 

5 

Non-teaching 

2 

2 

7 

Orthopaedic 

4 

6 

6 

British  Pharmacopoeia 

NEW  EDITION  DATES  ANNOUNCED 

THE  British  Pharmacopoeia  Commis- 
sion has  announced  its  intention  to 
issue  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  1968 
on  September  4.  The  new  edition  will 
supersede  the  current  British  Pharma- 
copoeia 1963,  Addendum  1964  and 
Addendum  1966.  and  will  become  offi- 
cial on  March  3,  1969. 

Pharmacy  on  Show 

EXHIBITS  AT  UNIVERSITY  OF  ASTON 

AS  part  of  the  University  of  Aston  in 
Birmingham's  recent  exhibition  'Aston 
Research  68."  its  pharmacy  department 
put  on  a  display  entitled  "Design  for 
a  New  Drug."  The  exhibit  took  the 
form  of  a  flow  diagram  illustrating 
the  various  essential  and  predetermined 
stages  in  the  life  of  a  new  drug,  each 
stage  being  represented  within  the  de- 
partment's research.  The  aim  was  to 
show  that  pharmacy  is  concerned  not 


RESEARCH  EX- 
PLAINED: Professor 
N.  J.  Harper  (head  of 
the  pharmacy  depart- 
ment. University  of 
Aston  in  Birmingham) 
explains  his  depart- 
ment's research  pro- 
jects to  Professor  P. 
M.  S.  Blackett  (presi- 
dent of  the  Royal 
Society)  and  the  Lord 
Mayor  of  Birming- 
ham at  the  Univer- 
sity's recent  research 
exhibition. 
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only  in  retailing  drugs,  but  in  a  drug's 
inception,  that  new  drugs  do  not  just 
"happen,"  and  that  the  department  has 
close  links  with  the  pharmaceutical 
industry.  In  other  rooms  in  the  de- 
partment visitors  could  see  research 
projects  in  progress. 

Dangerous  Drugs  Act 

AUTHORITIES  RESTORED  OR  WITHHELD 

THE  Home  Secretary  has  restored 
authorities  to  possess,  supply  and  pres- 
cribe Dangerous  Drugs  to  Conrad 
Hunter  Smith,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  Aykley 
Heads,  Elham.  Canterbury.  The  Home 
Office  has  also  published  a  new  list  of 
persons  from  whom  Dangerous  Drugs 
authorities  have  been  withdrawn.  The 
list  is  identical  with  that  in  the  C.  &  D. 
Diary  and  Year  Book  p.  256  with  the 
following  amendments:  — 
Medical  Practitioners: 
Delete  Hakeem,  Amhed  Abdul,  14 
Chesterfield  Road,  Ainsdale,  South- 
port,  Lanes. 

Insert  Burns,  Noel  Patrick,  19  Balfour 
Road,  Acton,  W.3.,  Petro,  John,  7 
Callow  Street,  London.  S.W.3.  and 
Thompson,  William  David,  Harford 
Cottage,  Sirhowy,  Tredegar,  Mon- 
mouthshire. The  address  of  Caron, 
Henry  Joseph,  is  given  as  211  New 
Road,  Porthcawl,  Glamorgan,  and  of 
Hirschman,  Joseph,  as  Brook  Cottage, 
Ashford,  Carbonell,  Ludlow,  Salop. 
Pharmacists  : 

Delete  both  Levine,  Solomon,  address 
unknown,  and  Sanders,  George, 
address  unknown. 

Information  Retrieval 

"FAST  ACCESS"  SYSTEM  DESCRIBED 

PROGRESS  in  developing  a  system  of 
fast-access  retrieval  of  information 
(F.A.I.R.)  at  the  Hampstead  labora- 
tories of  the  Medical  Research  Coun- 
cil was  outlined  by  Mr.  A.  G.  A.  Pick- 
ford  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  Medicine's  library 
(scientific  research)  section.  The  system 
is  based  on  the  use  of  "feature  cards," 
one  for  each  concept  of  indexing.  The 
card  is  punched  in  numbered  positions 
if  the  paper  or  article  being  recorded 
contains  information  relevant  to  it. 
Punch  holes  common  to  a  group  of 
feature  cards,  when  held  to  the  light, 
indicate  references  applicable  to  the 
subject  under  study.  For  biomedical 
engineering  the  M.R.C.  group,  with  the 
co-operation  of  workers  in  the  field,  has 
developed  a  list  of  feature  card  index- 
ing terms  and  applied  the  system  in 
practice.  Aim  is  to  provide  each  worker 
with  a  "desk  library,"  for  which  pur- 
pose an  inexpensive  means  of  repro- 
ducing feature  cards  from  the  masters 
has  been  developed.  To  avoid  recourse 
to  original  papers,  reproductions  are 
circulated  to  users  of  the  system  as 
microfiche-film  copies  for  projection. 

London  Hospitals 

teaching  groups  acquire  eight 
EIGHT  hospitals  have  been  transferred 
to  groups  of  the  London  teaching  hos- 
pitals by  the  National  Health  Service 
(Designation  of  London  Teaching  Hos- 
pitals, etc.)  Order  1968  (H.M.  Stationery 
Office,  price  tenpence).  The  Queen 
Elizabeth  Hospital  for  Children,  Hack- 


ney Road,  London,  E.2,  (including  the 
Little  Folks  home,  Bexhill  and  the 
Queen  Elizabeth  hospital,  Banstead 
branch)  has  been  transferred  to  the 
Hospital  for  Sick  Children  group.  The 
Mile  End  hospital,  London,  E.l,  and 
the  St.  Clements'  hospital.  Bow  are 
added  to  the  London  hospital  group, 
whilst  the  governors  of  the  Royal  Free 
hospital  become  responsible  for  the 
New  End  hospital,  London  N.W.3,  and 
the  Coppetts  Wood  hospital,  London 
N.10.  Other  changes  are  Paddington 
General  hospital,  London,  W.9.  to  the 
governors  of  St  Marys  hospital;  the 
National  Temperance  hospital  comes 
within  the  University  College  hospital 
group  and  the  South-western  hospital, 
S.W.9,  the  St.  Thomas'  hospital  group. 
The  Order  dissolved  the  Paddington 
Group  Hospital  Management  Com- 
mittee which  was  replaced  by  the  St. 
Charles's  Group  Hospital  Management 
Committee  to  whom  the  management 
of  the  Malborough  Day  hospital  was 
transferred  from  the  Central  Middle- 
sex Management  Committee. 

Pesticide  Sales 

FALL  OF  7  PER  CENT.  IN  1967 

TOTAL  sales  of  pesticides  and  allied 
products  by  larger  manufacturers  in  the 
fourth  quarter  of  1967  were  valued  at 
nearly  £5.5  million,  or  over  £0.4  mil- 
lion higher  than  in  the  fourth  quarter  of 
1966,  according  to  the  Board  of  Trade's 
Business  Monitor.  Sales  of  pesticides 
alone  were  26  per  cent,  lower  at  just 
over  £0.9  million.  Insecticide  sales  fell 
by  29  per  cent,  and  other  pesticides  by 
6  per  cent.,  falls  partly  offset  by  a  29 
per  cent,  rise  in  sales  of  rodenticides. 
Fungicide  and  herbicide  sales  increased 
by  37  and  18  per  cent,  respectively.  For 
the  year  1967  sales  of  pesticides  and 
allied  products  were  at  nearly  £28.1 
million,  £1.6  million  higher  than  in  the 
year  1966.  but  sales  of  pesticides,  at 
£7  05  million,  were  down  by  7  per  cent. 

Razors  and  Blades 

FALL  IN  SOME  SALES 

TOTAL  value  of  sales  of  complete  sets 
of  safety  razors  for  the  fourth  quarter 
of  1967  was  50  per  cent,  lower  at 
£287,000  than  in  the  corresponding 
quarter  of  1966;  sales  for  export  were 
down  by  48  per  cent.  Giving  that  infor- 
mation, the  Board  of  Trade's  Business 
Monitor  states  the  stainless  steel  blade 
sales  in  the  fourth  quarter  were  3  per 
cent,  lower  than  in  1966  but  the  ex- 
port sales  were  11  per  cent,  higher. 
Total  value  of  sales  of  other  blades 
was  16  per  cent,  higher  than  a  year 
ago,  export  sales  were  27  per  cent, 
higher. 

Mineral  Oils 

CARCINOGENIC  ACTION 

THE  Medical  Research  Council's 
Carcinogenic  Action  of  Mineral  Oils 
Committee  state  that  the  compounds 
responsible  for  the  carcinogenic  activ- 
ity of  oils  are  chemically  related  to 
the  known  polycylic  carcinogenic  com- 
pounds. A  need  still  exists  for  methods 
of  estimating  and  if  possible  eliminat- 
ing harmful  constituents  from  any  oil  or 
oil  products.  The  Committee's  findings 
are  given  in  "The  Carcinogenic  Action 


of  Mineral  Oils:  A  Chemical  and 
Biological  Study"  (H.M.  Stationery 
Office,  price  £2). 

Stock  Deliveries 

CHEMISTS  AND  OUT-OF-HOURS  SCHEME 

AT  a  meeting  of  large  retailers  called 
by  the  action  group  planning  the  out- 
of-hours  delivery  scheme  on  April  9, 
there  was  general  agreement  that  de- 
livery out  of  hours  would  eventually 
come,  but  some  retailers  were  worried 
about  costs  of  staying  open  if  they 
entered  the  scheme.  Efforts  were  being 
made  to  bring  in  others  including 
chemists. 

IRISH  NEWS 

THE  REPUBLIC 

A  Company's  Affairs 

QUESTIONS  IN  DAIL 

REPLYING    to  Dr.    John  O'Connell 
(Lab.)     in     the     Dail    recently  the 
Minister   for  Health   (Mr.  Flanagan) 
said  that  a  drug  company  operating 
from    Dublin  had    so    far   failed  to 
furnish   replies   to   inquiries   that  he 
had  addressed  to  it  some  three  months 
ago.  He  was  considering  what  further 
action  was  open  to  him.  The  Minister 
added:   "The  Deputy  is,  I  am  sure, 
aware  that  on  November  6,  1967,  I 
communicated  with  health  authorities 
and  advised  them  against  the  use  in  the 
health  services  of  this  firm's  products.'] 
Dr.  O'Connell  asked  if  the  Minister! 
could  say  how  much  of  the  firm's  pro-] 
ducts  were  at  present  in  use  by  thel 
Dublin   Health  Authority.   "I  shouldl 
be   interested  to  know,"  replied  Mrl 
Flanagan.  Dr.  O'Connell  said  he  knewl 
the  Authority  were  at  present  usingi 
the  products.  If  the  company  did  noli 
reply,  what  action  did   the  Ministeil 
think  could  be  taken  against  them?  Mrl 
Flanagan:  "I  do  not  think  any  actiorl 
can  be  taken  here  against  them."  Wherl 
Mr.  Frank   Cluskey   (Lab.)   asked  ill 
the  Minister  was  aware  that  the  druJ 
referred  to  was  apparently  being  usecH 
by  the  Dublin  Health  Authority.  Mrl 
Flanagan  said  he  was  not  so  awarel 
He  would  be  glad  of  any  informatior 
and    would    make    inquiries  straigh 
away.    Mr.    Flanagan    told  Deputie. 
Patrick  O'Connor  (Fine  Gael),  T.  A 
Kyne  (Lab.)  and  Dr.  O'Connell  tha 
the    introduction    of    health  servict 
legislation  was  related  to  discussion 
on  the  implementation  of  the  Whiti 
Paper  proposals  on  the  general  medi 
cal  service,  which  had  been  proceed 
ing  with  representatives  of  the  doctor 
and     the     pharmaceutical  chemists 
There  had  been  substantial  progress  ii 
the   discussions   and   he   intended  t< 
meet   the   doctors'   representatives  ii 
the   near   future   to   clear  up  a  fev 
outstanding  points.  After  that  he  ex 
pected  to  be  in  a  position  to  intro 
duce  the  legislation. 

IRISH  BREVITIES 

THE  REPUBLIC 

The  following  students  were  success! 
ful  in  the  recent  Second  Professiona 
examination  conducted  by  the  Pharma 
ceutical  Society  of  Ireland. —  B.  Ma 
Mahon,  Kildysart,  co.  Clare;  R.  N 
Jeawan,  Durban.  South  Africa  am 
Lawrence    Boateng.  Ghana. 
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NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

The  index  of  retail  prices  in  March 
was  122.6  (January  1962  =  100),  com- 
pared with  122.2  in  February. 

Eight  weekly  talks  under  the  general 
heading  "genetic  engineering"  are  being 
broadcast  in  the  B.B.C.  Third  Pro- 
gramme, starting  on  May  10. 

A  supply  of  Capreomycin  to  meet 
an  urgent  call  in  Montevideo,  Uruguay, 
was  rushed  from  Dista  Products,  Ltd., 
Speke,  recently.  The  drug  left  Lon- 
don in  time  for  the  patient  to  continue 
treatment  the  following  day. 

Above  average  incidence  of  nemato- 
diriasis  is  expected  in  lambs  this 
season  states  the  Ministry  of  Agricul- 
ture Fisheries  and  Food.  More  disease 
seems  likely  than  in  any  year  since 
1963.  Farmers  are  being  advised  of 
the  need  to  undertake  full  control  mea- 
ures  to  ensure  freedom  from  losses. 

Rebuilding  of  the  Binstead,  Isle  of 
Wight,  factory  of  Columbia  Products, 
Ltd.,  cosmetics  manufacturers,  whose 
50,000  sq.  ft.  building  was  destroyed  by 
fire  recently,  is  expected  to  take  three 
or  four  months.  A  special  meeting  of 
the  county  council's  finance  committee 
has  authorised  an  immediate  start  on 
the  £60,000  rebuilding. 

The  Minister  of  Health  has  made 
regulations   making   state  registration 

condition  of  employment  for  orthop- 
tists  employed  in  the  National  Health 
Service.  The  National  Health  Service 
(Professions  Supplementary  and  Medi- 
ine)  (amendment)  Regulations  1968 
(H.M.  Stationery  Office,  price  three- 
pence) come  into  operation  on  May  1. 

A  new  bi-monthly  international 
ournal,  Organic  Mass  Spectrometry, 
has  been  published  by  Heydon  &  Son, 
Ltd.,  Spectrum  House,  Alderton  Cres- 
cent, London,  N.W.4.  Editor-in-chief 
s  Professor  Allan  MacColl,  Univer- 
sity College,  London.  First  issue  of 
190  pages  contains  papers  by  authori- 
ties in  the  United  Kingdom,  U.S.A., 
Australia,  Germany  and  Japan. 

SPORT 

GOLF 

Irish  Chemists'  Golfing  Society.  The 
Society's  outing  to  Baltray  on  April  17  was 
tinged  with  a  note  of  sadness  after  members 
had  learned  that  their  colleague,  John  Power, 
had  died  unexpectedly  overnight  (see  page 
368).  Prizes  were  donated  by  P.  C.  Cahill  and 
Co.,  Ltd.,  prizewinners  being  presented  with 
their   awards   by   Mr.    J.    Holland  (managing 

irector)  at  a  supper  in  the  clubhouse.  Results: 
Class  A  (Stableford)  1,  A.  B.  Hensey  (14), 
38;  2,  S.  Carroll  (12),  33;  3,  T.  J.  Lynch 
(6),  33.  Class  B,  I,  P.  P.  Gray  (17),  36;  2, 
J.  Dawson  (15),  29;  3,  B.  Falvey  (23),  29. 

ext  outing  is   at  Rosslare,  May  5-8.  Those 

ishing  to  book  should  do  so  immediately 
hrough  the  secretary.  Mr.  J.  T.  Lynch,  56 
Albert  Road,  Glengeary,  co.  Dublin. 

LOCAL  OFFICERS 

PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY  BRANCHES 
Finchley.  —  Chairman,  Miss  E.  Arnold; 
Vice-chairman,  N.  Herdman;  Treasurer,  I. 
Cooper;  Press  Officer,  I.  D.  Wright;  Secretary, 
K.  Wilson,  27  Linkside,  London,  N.12 
[telephone:   01-346  0553). 

PHARMACEUTICAL  COMMITTEES 
London.  —  Chairman,  H.  G.  Pears;  Vice- 
hairman,    D.    N.    Sharpe;    Secretary,    D.  V. 
Smith,  34  Cursitor  Street,  London,  E.C.4. 


TOPICAL  REFLECTIONS 

By  Xrayser 
Students  in  Conference 

The  report  of  the  annual  conference  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Students'  Association  illustrates  that  the  student  of  the  present  day  is 
much  concerned  with  the  future  of  a  profession  on  which  he  has  served 
notice  of  his  intention  to  add  to  its  strength.  Though  the  topics  discussed 
ranged  over  a  fairly  wide  field,  it  is  understandable  that  there  should  be  a 
particular  and  immediate  interest  in  the  period  of  practical  training  that 
stands  between  him  and  registration.  With  all  respect  to  the  wishes  ex- 
pressed by  some,  I  cannot  see  how  it  would  be  possible  to  lay  down  a 
prepared  syllabus  for  that  period  of  experience  in  which,  under  guidance, 
the  lessons  of  the  university  course  are  applied  in  actual  practice.  I  do 
not  think  it  would  be  unfair  to  say  that  there  are  two  parties  to  such  an 
arrangement,  and  that  the  onus  of  making  the  project  a  success  depends 
as  much  on  the  student  as  on  his  mentor.  The  young  graduate  must  rea- 
lise that  his  student  days  are  over,  and  that  he  is  being  given  the  oppor- 
tunity of  putting  to  the  test  the  knowledge  he  has  acquired  in  his  pre- 
graduate  days.  Every  pharmacy  has  its  own  particular  way  of  working, 
based  on  experience  and  personal  predilection,  and  each  has  characteristics 
peculiar  to  itself.  There  cannot  be  a  fixed  pattern.  All  that  the  graduate 
may  expect  is  that  he  shall  have  the  chance  of  mastering  the  essentials 
under  actual  practising  conditions,  with  a  pharmacist  at  his  disposal  ever 
ready  to  supervise  and  direct.  There  are  many  things  in  general  practice 
that  cannot  be  taught  during  a  university  course,  as  the  graduate  will 
quickly  find  out,  and  he  should  be  thankful  that  for  a  probationary  period 
of  twelve  months  he  will  be  given  a  fairly  free  rein  without  legal  res- 
ponsibility. In  return  for  his  interest  and  his  diligence,  he  might  reasonably 
expect  to  be  able,  at  the  end  of  a  year,  to  take  his  place  anywhere  and  to 
give  a  good  account  of  himself. 

Constitution  of  Council 

As  already  indicated,  the  students  did  not  confine  their  discussion  to 
matters  of  immediate  consequence  to  themselves.  They  were  given  the 
opportunity  of  asking  questions  of  a  panel  of  four,  three  or  whom  were 
members  of  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  the  recurring 
subject  of  the  constitution  of  the  Council  found  a  place  (p.  358).  It  was 
suggested  that  places  on  the  Council  should  be  reserved  for  groups  such 
as  hospital,  industrial  and  academic  pharmacy.  I  note  that  Professor  Row- 
son  was  in  favour,  but  that  the  three  members  of  Council  preferred  the 
present  electoral  procedure.  I  am  bound  to  say  I  am  on  the  side  of  the 
angels  in  that  matter,  if  one  may  without  offence  apply  such  a  description 
to  Messrs.  Howells,  Darling  and  Kerr.  Once  sectional  interests  are  repre- 
sented as  a  matter  of  right,  the  demand  for  recognition  would  widen  far 
beyond  the  sections  mentioned  in  the  proposition.  My  own  experience  of 
representation  of  that  kind  on  other  bodies  has  tended  to  suggest  that 
only  when  discussion  touches  on  the  particular  subject  has  interest  been 
aroused.  And,  with  all  its  faults,  the  present  electoral  system  allows  the 
whole  membership  the  opportunity  of  saying  who  shall  not  represent  them 
as  well  as  who  shall.  That  should  not  lightly  be  cast  aside. 

Medicines  Bill 

Mr.  David  Sharpe  (a  member  of  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society) 
drew  attention  to  some  of  the  disadvantageous  clauses  in  the  Medicines 
Bill  when  he  addressed  a  gathering  of  the  South-east  Metropolitan  Branch 
(p.  352).  He  mentioned  that  the  pharmacist  could  not  make  his  own  cough 
mixture  without  a  licence;  would  not  be  allowed  to  prescribe  for  a  third 
party  (for  example,  a  sick  husband  or  child)  but  only  for  the  person  present 
in  the  pharmacy  at  the  time  of  the  request,  and  pointed  out  that  there  was 
pressure  to  have  both  general  sale  and  automatic  machines  widened  in 
scope.  In  the  public  interest,  of  course.  But  how  some  of  those  extra- 
ordinary plans  are  to  be  enforced  it  is  difficult  to  see,  unless  the  inspec- 
torate is  to  be  increased  to  15,000. 
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COMPANY  NEWS 

Previous  year's  figures  in  parentheses 

SQUIBB  BEECH-NUT,  INC.  — 
(Formed  lanuary  15  by  merger  of 
E.  R.  Squibb  &  Sons.  Inc.,  and  Beech- 
Nut  Life  Savers,  Inc.).  Consolidated 
net  sales  $578m.  ($553m.);  income  be- 
fore tax.  $68m.  ($71m.).  "Ethical"  drug 
sales  were  $21  lm.  and  proprietary 
drugs,  household  products  and  toilet- 
ries, $40m. 

BUSINESS  CHANGES 

GEIGY  (U.K.),  LTD..  are  transfer- 
ring the  administrative  headquarters 
of  the  pharmaceuticals  division  to  their 
factory  at  Hurdsfield  Industrial  Estate, 
Macclesfield,  Ches,  on  May  6  (tele- 
phone: Macclesfield  6321).  A  new 
office  block  and  staff  restaurant  has 
been  built  to  accommodate  the  move 
at  a  total  project  cost  of  £750.000, 
bringing  Geigy*s  investment  at  Maccles- 
field to  well  over  £2  million.  The 
Wythenshawe  site  will  be  occupied 
later  by  the  divisional  headquarters  of 
the  company's  pigments  division,  in- 
cluding the  marketing  department  and 
the  applicational  and  technical  service 
laboratories. 

APPOINTMENTS 
Directors 

GLAXO  GROUP,  LTD.— Mr.  E.  W. 
Griffin  (managing  director,  B.D.H. 
Group.  Ltd.)  has  been  appointed  a 
director  of  Allen  &  Hanburys,  Ltd., 
and  Glaxo  International,  Ltd. 

BOOTS  THE  CHEMISTS,  LTD.  — 
Messrs.  H.  J.  Hann  (retail  sales  mana- 
ger), A.  P.  Ridley-Thompson  (head 
buyer)  W.  D.  larrett  and  J.  I.  Thomp- 
son (territorial  general  managers),  have 
joined  the  board.  Mr.  N.  J.  Reeves 
has  joined  the  board  of  Boots  Farm 
Sales,  Ltd. 

Executives 

CARLO  ERBA  (U.K.),  LTD.,  have 
appointed  Mr.  J  M.  Craner  their  sales 
manager. 

A.  WANDER,  LTD.,  have  appointed 
Mr.  Peter  Briggs  field  sales  manager 
to  their  pharmaceutical  division. 

NEWALLS  INSULATION  AND 
CHEMICAL  CO.,  LTD.,  have 
appointed  Mr.  J.  M.  Taylor  U.K.  sales 
manager  of  their  chemicals  division. 

E.  R.  SQUIBB  &  SONS,  INC.,  New 
York. — Dr.  B.  W.  Cromie  has  been 
appointed  vice-president,  international 
research  and  development. 

Representatives 

HOECHST  PHARMACEUTICALS, 
LTD.,  have  appointed  the  following 
medical  representatives:  Messrs.  T.  I. 
A.  McCall  (South  Glasgow);  K.  M. 
Preston  (Cumberland,  Westmorland); 
G.  D.  Bradley  (West  Yorkshire);  D. 
Taylor  (East  Lancashire);  G.  A.  Dixon 
(Birmingham);  R.  T.  Powell  (East 
Wales);  T.  H.  Bateman  (North  Glou- 
cestershire, Herefordshire  and  Wor- 
cestershire); C.  Tuck  (Cambridgeshire, 
Hunts  and  Bedfordshire);  A.  G.  Hud- 
son (Hertfordshire);  G.  P.  Ellis  (Essex); 
A.  Hennessy  (North-west  London  and 
part  Middlesex)  and  L.  S.  Tulloch 
(South-west  London). 


PERSONALITIES 

DR.  FRED  WRIGLEY,  M.P.S..  has 
been  appointed  a  lustice  of  the  Peace 
for  the  county  of  Hertford  (Welwyn 
bench). 

MR.  C.  WESTON.  Leopold  Street, 
Derby,  who  has  been  in  practice  in 
Derby  as  a  surgical-appliance  specialist 
for  nearly  thirty  years,  has  retired.  For 
many  years  Mr.  Weston  carried  on 
business  as  a  pharmacist  in  St.  Peter's 
Street,  Derby,  which  he  took  over  from 
his  father.  He  qualified  in  1923  from 
University  College,  Nottingham. 

MISS  EDITH  FRANKLIN,  M.P.S., 
has  retired  from  Gloucestershire  Royal 
Hospital,  Gloucester,  after  twenty- 
three  years  as  chief  pharmacist.  Before 
1945  Miss  Franklin  was  at  Bristol 
Royal  hospital.  Her  father  was  for 
many  years  pharmacist  at  the 
Gloucester  Dispensary.  At  a  ceremony 
at  the  hospital  Miss  Franklin  was 
presented  with  a  cheque  and  an  illu- 
minated address 

MR.  C.  THOMPSON  was  presented 
with  a  garden  seat  by  members  of  the 
Huddersfield  Branch  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  on  April  4,  to  mark 
his  retirement  as  chairman  of  the 
branch's  Benevolent  Fund  Committee 
a  post  which,  except  for  a  short  inter- 
val, he  had  held  for  twenty-eight  years. 
The  presentation  to  Mr.  Thompson, 
who  was  chairman  of  the  branch 
1945-47.  was  made  by  Mr.  S.  Crowther 
(branch  chairman).  Mr.  Thompson  is 
in  business  at  Wakefield  Road,  Scissett, 
Yorks,  and  is  a  keen  gardener. 

MRS.  ESTELLE  J.  M.  LEIGH, 
M.P.S.,  has  been  elected  to  serve  on 
the  home  safety  (general  purposes) 
subcommittee  of  the  Royal  Society  for 
the  Prevention  of  Accidents.  For  the 
first  time  members  of  the  subcommittee 
were  elected  by  postal  ballot  —  three 
persons  to  represent  the  thirty-eight 
advisory  organisations  and  three  per- 
sons from  the  area  groups  of  Great 
Britain  and  Northern  Ireland.  Mrs. 
Leigh  has  served  on  the  organisation's 
national  home  safety  committee  since 
1965. 

OVERSEAS  VISITS 

MR.  R.  SIMONS  (managing  direc- 
tor, Inter-AIia  Pharmaceutical  Services. 
Ltd.)  is  at  present  engaged  on  a  tour 
of  Africa  for  the  purpose  of  further 
consolidating  the  firm's  already  estab- 
lished export  markets  there.  He  returns 
at  the  beginning  of  May. 

MR.  G.  C.  MOSER  (Radiol  Chemi- 
cals, Ltd.),  has  been  touring  South  and 
Central  America,  the  West  Indies  and 
Mexico.  In  14  weeks  he  has  covered 
24,000  miles  and  visited  twenty-nine 
different  countries.  Orders  were  col- 
lected in  all  countries  including  five 
countries  where  new  contacts  were 
made. 

MARRIAGES 

PATTERSON  —  CROOKES.  —  At 
Bakewell  registry  office  on  February 
14.  William  Felix  Patterson,  M.P.S.,  1 
School  Lane,  Baslow,  Bakewell,  Derby- 
shire, to  Dorothy  Crookes.  14  Thorpe 
House  Road,  Sheffield,  8.  Mrs.  Patter- 
son is  manager  of  J.  H.  Haywood,  Ltd., 
wholesalers,  Peveril  Road,  Eckington. 


DEATHS 

BEAVAN— Suddenly,  on  April  5. 
Mr.  George  Arthur  Edward  Beavan 
M.P.S.,  43  Collinswood  Drive,  St. 
Leonard's-on-Sea.  Sussex,  manager  of 
the  Bradley  &  Bliss  branch  of  Vestric. 
Ltd.,  St.  Leonard's-on-Sea,  aged  fifty- 
four.  Mr.  Beavan  qualified  in  1948. 
He  had  been  associated  with  the  Brad- 
ley &  Bliss  branch  at  St.  Leonard's 
since  1955,  becoming  manager  in  1961. 

CLEAR  Y  —  Recently  Miss  Teresa 
Mary  Cleary,  registered  druggist,  Hos- 
pital, co.  Limerick.  Eire.  Miss  Cleary 
qualified  as  a  druggist  in  October  1927. 
Keenly  interested  in  horse  racing,  she 
was  the  proprietor  of  a  number  of 
racehorses  over  the  years. 

COLLINS.— On  March  8,  Mr. 
loseph  Henry  Collins,  M.P.S.,  Two 
Butts,  Greenfields  Lane,  Rowton,  Ches- 
ter. Mr.  Collins  qualified  in  1900. 

LEWIS.— On  April  1,  Mr.  Joseph 
Lewis,  M.P.S.,  8  The  Lawn,  Dronfield, 
Sheffield,  Yorks.  Mr.  Lewis  qualified 
in  1935. 

MAPLIN.— Recently  Mr.  Joseph  F. 
Maplin,  a  director  of  James,  Samuel 
&  Co.,  Ltd.,  56  Fairfield  Street,  Lon- 
don, S.W.I  8,  aged  fifty-five.  Mr. 
Maplin  was  well  known  to  wholesale 
and  to  many  retail  chemists  in  the 
South  of  England. 

POWER.  —  Unexpectedly  on  April 
17,  Mr.  John  Joseph  Power,  M.P.S.I., 
17  Moore  Street,  Dublin.  Eire,  aged 
fifty-one.  Mr.  Power,  who  had  been 
working  in  his  pharmacy  the  previous 
day  and  on  the  day  of  his  death,  had 
intended  to  compete  at  the  Irish 
Chemists'  Golfing  Society  outing  at 
Baltray.  He  was  taken  ill  overnight, 
and  died  within  a  short  time.  Mr. 
Power  qualified  in  1940.  A  native  of 
Limerick  city,  he  was  educated  at  St. 
Munching's  college  and  served  his 
apprenticeship  locally.  After  qualify- 
ing he  took  up  a  position  in  Maguire's 
pharmacy,  Talbot  Street,  Dublin,  and 
later  acted  as  manager  of  Crystal  Pro- 
ducts, Mercer  Street,  Dublin.  Subse- 
quently he  opened  his  own  pharmacy 
in  Camden  Street,  disposing  of  it  to 
Mr.  P.  J.  Cahill  when  he  took  over 
Gores'  pharmacy,  Moore  Street,  about 
twenty  years  ago.  He  was  also  a  mem- 
ber of  Dublin  Drug  Co.,  Ltd.,  Parnell 
Square.  In  his  youth  Mr.  Power  was 
a  noted  Irish  step-dancer,  the  holder 
of  many  medals.  Keenly  interested  in 
golf,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Irish 
Chemists'  Golfing  Society  and  had 
made  reservations  to  attend  the  annual 
outing  in  Rosslare  in  May.  He  was  a 
member  of  Elm  Park  golf  committee 
and  declined  the  captaincy  this  year. 

RILEY.  —  On  April  2,  Mr.  Thomas 
Francis  Riley,  5  Swan  Street,  Kings- 
clere.  nr.  Newbury,  Berks.  Mr.  Riley 
qualified  in  1915  and  retired  in  1954. 

ROCK.— On  March  20,  Mr.  Norman 
Cecil  Rock,  M.P.S.,  73  Oxford  Road, 
Moseley,  Birmingham,  13.  Mr.  Rock 
qualified  in  1927. 

TULLOCH.  —  Suddenly,  at  the 
Western  Infirmary,  Glasgow,  on  April 
7,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  McFarlane  Tulloch, 
M.P.S.,  530  Great  Western  Road, 
Glasgow,  W.2.  Mrs.  Tulloch  qualified 
in  1920. 
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COUNCIL  CANDIDATES  1968 

Potted  biographies  of  the  twenty-four  candidates  who  are  standing  for  election  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  Council 


VV .  A.  Beanland 

Qualified  1941.  Proprietor 
pharmacist  since  1965. 
Member  of  Council  for 
past  three  years.  Chair- 
man, general-practice  sub- 
committee of  the  Practice 
Committee.  Member  of 
Practice,  Ethical,  Organi- 
sation,      Finance  and 


General  Purposes  Com- 
mittees. Member  of  Com- 
mittee on  Planned  Distri- 
bution of  Pharmacies. 
Member  of  committee  of 
the  Burnley  and  District 
(Branch  of  the  Society;  a 

I past-chairman,  Folkestone 
and  District  Branch :  For- 
jmer  secretary.  East  Kent 
[Branch,  National  Pharma- 
ceutical Union.  First  presi- 
jdent,  Salaried  Pharmacists' 
Union. 

C.  H.  Blenkiron 

[Qualified  1938.  Group 
[chief  pharmacist  to 
Wigan  and  Leigh  com- 
mittee and  Wrightington 
ihospital  management  com- 
jmittees.  Chairman,  Wigan 
land  St.  Helens  Branch  of 
(the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Founder  member  and  past 


chairman,  joint  advisory 
committee  to  Manchester 
Regional  Hospital  Board 
for  purchase  of  drugs  and 
dressings  and  sundries. 
Member  of  technical  ad- 
visory panel  in  pharmacy 
to  Manchester  Regional 
Hospital  Board.  Member 
of  Wigan  Pharmaceutical 
Committee  since  1948. 
S.  Blum 

Qualified  1958,  aged  35. 
Proprietor  pharmacist  since 
1961.  Had  experience  in 
manufacturing  and  hospi- 
tal pharmacy  before  enter- 
ing retail  practice.  Chair- 
man and  founder,  Che- 
mists' Action  Group. 

C 


Mr.  Blum 


E.  A.  Brocklehurst 

Qualified  1927.  Proprietor 
pharmacist,  controlling  six 
pharmacies.  Member  of 
Council  since  1944  and 
now  its  senior  member. 
President   of   the  Society, 


1954-55.  Has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  all  major  commit- 
tees. At  present  chairman, 
Publications  Committee, 
and  member,  Finance  and 
General  Purposes,  Ethical 
and  Law  Committees.  Has 
just  retired  from  Executive 
of  National  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Union  after  being  a 
member  of  the  Union  and 
its  principal  committees 
for  thirty  years.  Was 
chairman  of  the  Executive, 
1945  and  1966.  Locally, 
chairman  of  Hull  Phar- 
maceutical Committee,  and 
a  committee  member,  Hull 
Chemists'  Association  and 
Hull  Branch  of  the  So- 
ciety. A  justice  of  the 
peace,  a  governor  of  Hull 
University,  and  chairman, 
Hull  Savings  Bank. 

Miss  M.  A.  Burr 

Qualified  1929.  Proprietor 
pharmacist.  A  member  of 
Council  since  1947,  and 
president   of   the  Society, 


1962-63.  Has  served  on 
most  standing  committees 
of  Council.  A  past-chair- 
man, Education,  Ethical, 
and  Public  Services  Com- 
mittees, and  currently 
chairman,  Benevolent  Fund 
Committee.  Has  held  office 
as  chairman,  Nottingham 
Branch  of  the  Society;  pre- 
sident, National  Associa- 
tion of  Women  Pharma- 
cists and  chairman  of  its 
Nottingham  branch.  A 
pharmaceutical  representa- 
tive on  court  of  University 
of  Nottingham  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  pharmaceutical 
advisory  committee.  A 
member,  No.  1  Hospital 
Management  Committee, 
Nottingham.  A  member  of 
council.  Queen's  Institute 
of  District  Nursing.  In 
1933  was  awarded  honor- 
ary Master  of  Arts  degree 
by  University  of  Notting- 
ham. A  commandant, 
British  Red  Cross  Society. 

W.  M.  Darling 

Qualified  1955.  A  pro- 
prietor pharmacist,  mem- 
ber of  Council  since  1962. 
Chairman,  Ethical  Com- 
mittee. A  member,  Edu- 
cation and  Science  and 
Law,  Practice  and  Regi- 
stration Committees.  A 
member  of  the  pharmacy 
board,  Council  for 
National  Academic 
Awards.  A  governor,  of 
Sunderland    technical  col- 


lege and  chairman  of  its 
pharmacy  advisory  board. 
Chairman,  Sunderland 
technical  college  branch, 
British  Pharmaceutical 
Students'  Association, 
1953-54  and  a  past  mem- 
ber of  its  national  execu- 
tive. A  past  chairman, 
Sunderland  Branch  of  the 
Society.  A  committee 
member,  South  Shields 
Branch,  National  Pharma- 
ceutical Union.  Secretary, 
South  Shields  Local  Phar- 
maceutical Committee  and 
a  member,  South  Shields 
Executive  Council. 

D.  R.  Evans 

Qualified  at  the  Welsh 
College  of  Pharmacy,  1933, 
and,  except  for  a  brief 
period  in  industry  and  as 
a  medical  representative, 
has  been  a  proprietor 
pharmacist  ever  since. 
Active  in  public  and  poli- 
tical  affairs.    Has   been  a 


member  of  Cardiff  City 
Council  and  a  Parliamen- 
tary candidate  on  two 
occasions.  Currently  on 
House  Committee  of  three 
local  hospitals,  and  a 
member  of  Court  to  the 
University    of  Wales. 

B.  Foster 

Qualified  1929.  Proprietor 
pharmacist  with  ten  shops 
in  Hull  and  district. 
Chairman  of  a  company 
retailing     animal  health 


products  direct  to  farmers. 
Chairman  of  a  small 
wholesale  and  manufac- 
turing company.  Has  been 
secretary  and  chairman, 
Hull  Chemists'  Association 
and  Branch.  A  former 
member  of  Hull  A  group 
Hospital  Management 
Committee.  Managed  pri- 
vate pharmacies  prior  to 
fifteen  years  with  a  na- 
tional company  as  a 
branch  manager.  Opened 
first  business  fifteen  years 
ago. 

M.  Cordon 

Qualified  1930.  A  pro- 
prietor pharmacist.  Mem- 
ber of  Society's  general 
practice  subcommittee.  A 
past-chairman,  Leeds  and 
District    Branch    of  the 


Pharmaceutical  Society;  a 
past-chairman  of  the  Insti- 
tute of  Pharmacy  Manage- 
ment, has  had  experience 
as  representative  in  both 
the  proprietary  and  medi- 
cal fields.  Sales  manager, 
works  manager,  advertis- 
ing agency  director.  Has 
represented  Leeds  phar- 
macy at  all  conferences  in- 
volving every  aspect  of 
the  profession  for  the  past 
ten  years. 

D.  N.  Gore 

Qualified  1931.  From 
1947  engaged  in  research 
management  activities  in 
Beecham  Group  and  cur- 
rently    product  research 


manager  in  its  "ethical" 
pharmaceutical  division. 
After  some  retail  experi- 
ence, held  appointments 
in  succession  as  assistant 
chemist,  Glamorgan 
County  Public  Health 
Laboratories;  chemist  in 
Imperial  Institute  (plant 
and  animal  products  de- 
partment, with  emphasis 
on  crude  drugs  of  over- 
seas origin);  medical  rep- 
resentative for  Burroughs 
Wellcome  &  Co.;  senior 
analyst,  R.  A.  Cripps  & 
Son  (analytical  consultant 
practice);  and  chief  opera- 
tional and  research  che- 
mist, G.  F.  Merson,  Ltd., 
surgical  sutures  manufac- 
turers. Currently  a  mem- 
ber of  pharmacy  subcom- 
mittee A  of  British  Phar- 
maceutical Codex  Revision 
Committee,  and  a  mem- 
ber, British  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Conference  Executive. 
Published  papers  include 
contributions  to  British 
Pharmaceutical  Confer- 
ences and  congresses  of 
the  International  Pharma- 
ceutical Federation.  Has 
served  on  Committees  of 
Royal  Institute  of  Che- 
mistry and  Society  of 
Chemical  Industry. 

J.  B.  Grosset 

Qualified  1940  and  passed 
examination  for  Diploma 
in  Biochemical  Analysis, 
1947.  A  proprietor  phar- 
macist. First  elected  to 
Council,  1959.  Chairman, 
Council's  Organisation 
Committee  and  a  member. 
Education  and  Science 
Ethical,  Practice  and  Regi- 
stration committees.  A 
member  of  Committee  on 
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Planned  Distribution  of 
Pharmacy  and  of  sub- 
committee on  hospital 
practice.  Was  chairman, 
Scottish  Department  Execu- 
tive, 1957-59.  A  past-chair- 
man, Edinburgh  and 
South  -  eastern  Scottish 
Branch  of  the  Society.  A 
member,  Scottish  Health 
Services  Council,  since 
1958,  and  chairman  of  its 
standing  Pharmaceutical 
Advisory  Committee.  Was 
chairman.  Committee  on 
Scottish  Hospital  Pharma- 


ceutical Services,  whose 
report  (the  "Grosset"  re- 
port) was  published  in 
1966.  A  former  member. 
Lord  Cohen's  subcommit- 
tee on  safety  of  drugs 
(with  Sir  Hugh  Linstead 
put  forward  the  "Minority 
report"  in  which  was  an- 
ticipated much  of  content 
of  Medicines  Bill).  A  for- 
mer member  (ex-officio) 
Pharmaceutical  General 
Council  (Scotland)  and 
Pharmaceutical  Standing 
Committee  (Scotland)  ser- 
ved for  seven  years  on 
Edinburgh  Executive  Coun- 
cil. A  past  secretary, 
Local  Pharmaceutical  Com- 
mittee for  City  of  Edin- 
burgh. 

R.  C.  B.  Jones,  B.  Pharm. 

Qualified  1964,  aged  29. 
Worked  in  retail  practice 
as  assistant  and  as  locum, 
and  is  now  a  superinten- 


dent chemist.  Became  a 
full  member,  Institute  of 
Pharmacy  Management  in 
1967,  after  being  a  regis- 
tered student  and  attend- 
ing the  management 
course  in  October  and  pas- 
sing the  examination.  A 
founder  member,  Che- 
mists' Action  Group  and 
is  now  one  of  seven  can- 
didates nominated  by  the 
Group. 

W.  H.  Jones 

Qualipud  from  Cardiff  in 


1941.  A  proprietor  phar- 
macist. A  founder  mem- 
ber. Chemists'  Action 
Group. 


Mrs.  E.  J.  M.  Leigh 

Qualified  1940.  Before  her 
marriage  to  a  proprietor 
pharmacist  in  1956  was 
export  marketing  mana- 
ger, The  British  Drug 
Houses,  Ltd.  At  present 
an  employee  in  private 
general  practice.  A  former 
hospital  pharmacist,  for- 
mer pharmacist  in  charge 
of  bacteriological  labora- 
tory controlling  sterility  of 
medicinal  products.  Boots 
Pure  Drug  Co.,  Ltd.  Mem- 


ber of  Council,  1964-67. 
Pharmaceutical  Society 
representative  on  the  na- 
tional home  safety  com- 
mittee, Royal  Society  for 
the  Prevention  of  Acci- 
dents. Member  of  commit- 
tee and  press  officer,  Liver- 
pool Branch  of  the  Soci- 
ety, and  chairman,  Liver- 
pool "Medicines  with 
Care"  exhibition.  Former 
member  of  committee  and 
social  secretary,  Croydon 
Branch.  A  member  of 
committee,  Liverpool  Che- 
mists' Association.  A 
member  of  committee, 
pharmacy  advisory  com- 
mittee, Liverpool  Regional 
College  of  Technology.  A 
member  of  local  committee 
and  secretary,  accommo- 
dation and  reception  sub- 
committee, British  Pharma- 
ceutical Conference,  Liver- 
pool, 1962,  and  of  re- 
ception and  housing  com- 
mittee, London,  1953.  A 
member  of  council  and 
former  branch  liaison  sec- 
retary, National  Associa- 
tion of  Women  Pharma- 
cists. Co-author  of  fourth 
edition,  "Aids  to  Dispens- 
ing" and  currently  author 
of  articles  on  medical  and 
pharmaceutical  matters  for 
a  woman's  magazine. 


Mrs.  Enid  Lucas-Smith 

Qualified  1939  after  at- 
tending Birmingham  school 
of  pharmacy.  Chairman, 
Slough  and  District 
Branch  of  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society  and  secretary 
Slough  and  South  Bucks 
Branch,  National  Pharma- 
ceutical   Union.    A  mem- 


ber, Institute  of  Pharmacy 
Management  and  Soropto- 
mist  International  Associa- 
tion. Has  had  extensive 
retail  experience,  following 
early  hospital  experience, 
and  is  now  a  proprietor 
pharmacist  owning  two 
shops  in  Buckinghamshire 
in  one  of  which  she  works 
full  time. 

Michael  Milliard 

Age  thirty-one.  Graduate 
of  London  University,  Re- 
gistered January  1962. 
Worked  in  overseas  sales 
and  then  as  medical  and 
veterinary  representative. 


Now  an  employee  phar- 
macist for  a  large  private 
company.  A  member, 
Chemists'  Action  Group. 
External  student  at  Lon- 
don University  in  Faculty 
of  Laws. 

W.  F.  Patterson 

Qualified  1943.  A  medical 
representative.  Has  had 
experience  in  private  and 
company    retail  pharmacy 


and  in  wholesale.  Secre- 
tary and  a  past-chairman, 
Sheffield  Branch  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society.  A 
past  -  chairman  Sheffield 
Pharmacy  Club. 

A.  G.  Reed 

Qualified  1930.  Was  for 
many  years  a  proprietor 
pharmacist  and  now  acts 
as  salaried  locum  for  a 
group  of  pharmacists  in 
retail  practice.  A  former 
chairman,  Leeds  Branch 
Pharmaceutical  Society 
and     a     past  chairman, 


Leeds  Branch,  National 
Pharmaceutical  Union.  A 
former  member,  Leeds 
Pharmaceutical  Commit- 
tee. A  member.  Salaried 
Pharmacists'  Union  and 
Institute  of  Pharmacy 
Management. 


T.  Reid 

Qualified  1930.  A  pro- 
prietor pharmacist.  A 
member  of  the  Society's 
Council,  and  president, 
1960-61.  A  former  chair- 
man, Oxfordshire  and 
Guildford  Branches.  Pre- 
sent treasurer,  Guildford 
Branch  and  chairman, 
West  Surrey  Branch, 
National  Pharmaceutical 
Union.  A  member  (and 
former    chairman,  South- 


west London  and  Surrey 
Pharmaceutical  Committee 
and  of  Executive  Council. 
A  member,  Codex  Revi- 
sion and  Joint  Formulary 
Committees.  A  member  of 
council,  School  of  Phar- 
macy, University  of  Lon- 
don. A  member  and  past- 
chairman,  Benevolent  Fund 
and  Organisation  Com- 
mittees of  Society's  Coun- 
cil and  a  member,  Educa- 
tion and  Science,  Finance 
and  General  Purposes,  and 
Publications  and  Parlia- 
mentary Fund  Commit- 
tees. 


C.  H.  Preston  Robinson 

Qualified  1932  after  an 
apprenticeship  with  Boots 
Ltd.,  at  Fleetwood,  Lanes, 
and  after  study  at  Notting- 
ham University  College. 
Gained  experience  with  pri- 
vate and  company 
chemists  in  various  parts 
of  the  country.  Admiralty 
pharmacist  at  Royal  Naval 
Hospital,  Chatham,  1936- 
37.  Chief  pharmacist, 
Mansfield  General  Hospital 
since  November  1937.  Ap- 
pointed the  hospitals' 
biochemist  shortly  after- 
wards and  has  held  dual 
appointment  for  seven 
years.  Appointed  group 
pharmaceutical  officer, 
Mansfield  Group  of  hos- 
pitals, 1948.  Helped  set  up 
local  Blood  Transfusion 
Service,  1937,  and  subse- 
quently formed  one  of 
earliest  blood  banks  in  the 


country.  Has  been  a 
member  of  the  executive 
committee,  Mansfield 
Branch  of  the  Society, 
since  1946,  was  its  secre- 
tary for  eighteen  years, 
and  is  a  former  chairman. 
A  member,  Nottingham 
County  and  City  Pharma- 
ceutical Committee  and  of 
its  Pharmaceutical  Service 
Committee.  A  member 
council,  Guild  of  Public 
Pharmacists  for  fifteen 
years  and  at  present 
honorary  treasurer  and  a 
trustee;  formerly  honorary 
registrar  and  vice-presi- 
dent. A  member,  Pharma- 
ceutical Whitley  Council 
(committee  Q  and  of 
General  Whitley  Council 
for  Health  Service,  serv- 
ing also  on  its  general 
purposes  committee,  staff 
side.  Has  had  experience 
on  local  tribunals  estab- 
lished under  the  Family 
Allowances,  National  In- 
surance Acts,  and  National 
Insurance  (Industrial  In- 
juries) Acts. 


H.  Steinman,  O.B.E. 

Qualified  1927.  A  propri- 
etor pharmacist.  First 
elected  to  Council,  1947, 
vice-president,  1954,  pre- 
sident, 1955,  and  trea- 
surer since  1963.  Serves 
on  Benevolent  Fund  and 
Law  Committees  and 
general-practice  subcom- 
mittee of  Practice  Com- 
mittee, chairman.  Finance 
and  Staff  Committees.  Ap- 
pointed by  Minister  of 
Health  to  Central  Health 
Services     Council;  chair- 
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man,  Standing  Pharmaceu- 
tical Advisory  Committee. 
A  past-chairman  National 
Pharmaceutical  Union  and 
a  past-chairman  and  pre- 
sent member.  Central 
N.H.S.  (Chemist  Contrac- 
tors) Committee.  Holds 
directorships  of  Chemists' 
Defence  Association,  Che- 
mists' Mutual  Insurance 
Co.,  Ltd.,  and  Chemists' 
Sickness     and  Provident 


Society  and  a  member, 
N.P.U.  Marketing  Policy 
Committee.  Member  of 
the  executive  bodies  and  a 
past-chairman,  Manchester 
Branch,  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  Manchester  Phar- 
maceutical Association 
and  Manchester  Branch, 
N.P.U.  Has  served  as 
chairman,  Junior  Branch, 
Manchester  Pharmaceutical 
Association.  A  member  of 
the  management  commit- 
tee and  a  past-president, 
Executive  Councils  Asso- 
ciation (England)  and  a 
member  and  past-chairman 
of  the  Manchester  Execu- 
tive Council.  Chairman, 
Manchester  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Committee  and  of  its 
liaison  committee  with 
Local  Medical  Committee. 
A  member,  Joint  Pricing 
Committee  for  England, 
and  chairman  of  its  pric- 
ing methods  subcommittee. 
Chairman,  British  Phar- 
maceutical Conference 
local  committee,  1966. 


C.  R.  Thewlis 

Qualified  in  1935  from 
University  College,  Not- 
tingham. Has  had  both 
multiple  and  private  retail 
experience,  and  has  been 
in  retail  business  on  own 
account  in  Middlesbrough 
since  1952.  Has  served  for 
many  years  on  local  Phar- 
maceutical Committee  and 
on  committee  of  local 
Branch  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society. 

A.  D.  Vaughan 

Qualified  1937.  Worked 
in  private  pharmacies  as 
assistant  and  manager 
until  1950.  Single-phar- 
macy proprietor  since  1950 
and  managing  director  of 
a  small  manufacturing  and 
wholesale  company  since 
1948.  A  committee  mem- 
ber. West  Metropolitan 
Branch,  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  West  London 
Branch,  National  Pharma- 
ceutical Union  and  West- 
ern Pharmacists'  Associa- 


secretary  and  chairman, 
London  County  Pharma- 
ceutical Association.  A 
present  member,  London 
Pharmaceutical  Committee 
and  its  chairman,  1963-64. 
A  member,  London  Execu- 
tive Council  and  of  its 
Finance  and  General  Pur- 
poses and  Hours  of  Ser- 
vice Committees.  A  foun- 
der member,  Chemists' 
Action  Group. 


tion.  A  founder-member, 
Chemists'  Action  Group. 
A  Fellow  of  the  Royal  So- 
ciety of  Health  and  a 
member,  Institute  of  Phar- 
macy Management. 

I.  H.  Williams 

Qualified  1933.  A  propri- 
etor pharmacist.  Has  been 
secretary  and  chairman, 
Western  Pharmacists' 
Association  and  Pharma- 
ceutical    Society  Branch, 


LITERALLY  A  NEW-PRODUCT  "LAUNCH" 

New  camera  and  colour  film  to  enter  Britain  by  hovercraft 

by  the  makers  to  become  a  leader 
in  world  markets.  It  appears  as  roll, 
miniature  and  Rapid  films  and  as  a 
126  Pakfilm  for  cartridge-loading 
cameras.  There  is  hardly  a  modern 
amateur  camera  in  the  world  that  will 
not  accept  it.  The  film  is  balanced  for 
exposure  in  daylight  or  by  light 
sources  similar  to  daylight  (flashcubes, 
blue  flash-bulbs  and  electronic  flash 
units).  Even  with  the  simpler  types 
of  cameras  its  high  speed  provides  a 
considerable  exposure  reserve.  Under 
exposure  should  be  reduced  to  a  mini- 
mum. Even  with  exposure  fluctations 
of  —  1  to  +2  lens  stops,  negatives 
yielding  neutral  prints  are  obtained. 
Grain  is  approximately  as  fine  as  with 
a  black-and-white  film  of  medium 
speed.  Definition  is  excellent.  A  yellow 
and  a  red  mask  ensure  optimum 
rendering  and  separation  of  colours 
(apparent  in  high  colour  saturation  of 
yellow  areas  and  in  the  purity  of  blue 
shades). 

Agfacolor  CNS  film  is  processed 
in  the  same  baths,  at  the  same  tem- 
peratures, and  for  the  same  times  as 
Agfacolor  CN  17  Universal  film,  but 


AGFA-GEVAERT,  LTD.,  Grest  West 
Road,  Brentford,  Middlesex,  are  using 
Hovercraft-mounted  sales  teams  to  in- 
troduce their  new  Iso-Pak  camera  and 
CNS  126  colour  film  to  retailers.  On 
May  14,  a  900-horse-power  SRN  6 
Hovercraft,  piloted  by  Captain  Peter 
Atkinson,  will  land  "hovermen"  carry- 
ing advance  supplies  of  the  products 
at  pre-selected  rendezvous  throughout 
the  country.  Waiting  at  each  point 
will  be  fast  Jaguar  cars  driven  by 
Agfa-Gevaert  "hover  dollies"  in 
specially  designed  outfits  in  the  blue 
and  orange  Agfa  colours.  The  "hover 
dollies"  will  drive  the  "hovermen"  to 
as  many  photographic  retailers  as  pos- 
sible. 

The  new  film  is  Agfacolor  negative 
film  CNS,  which  becomes  available 
in  all  European  countries  from  the 
middle  of  May.  With  the  characteris- 
tics of  high  speed  (20  DIN/80  ASA), 
wide  exposure  latitude,  fine  grain,  ex- 
cellent definition,  outstanding  colour 
rendering  and  colour  separation  due 
to  a  double  mask,  the  film  is  expected 


takes  rather  longer  to  fix.  To  provide 
for  the  photo  finisher  a  similar  period 
of  fixing,  the  company  have  pro- 
duced a  replenisher  for  Agfacolor  fix- 
ing bath  (code  RN  III).  Best  prints 
from  Agfacolor  CNS  negatives  are 
obtained  on  Agfacolor  paper 
MCN  111.  With  MCN  111  paper  from 
Agfacolor  CN  17  Universal  negatives 
the  mask  substitute  filter  (ME  filter)  is 
used  in  the  Colormator.  A  new  Agfa- 
color  paper  MCN  111  type  7  gives  a 
further  increase  in  speed  and  is  being 
supplied  during  1968;  it  has  better 
darkroom  safety  despite  its  higher 
speed.  Supplies  are  at  present  limited. 

The  new  Iso-Pak  camera  is  the  com- 
pany's first  for  the  126  system.  It 
becomes  available  in  all  European 
countries  from  mid-May.  The  Pak 
cartridge  is  automatically  raised  on 
opening  the  back  of  the  camera.  Con- 
struction is  sturdy  and  style  smart.  The 
camera  is  a  fixed-focus  model,  f/11, 
with  Parator  shutter  and  symbol 
settings  (sun:  1/80  sec;  cloudy  and 
flash  1/40  sec),  Newton  optical  view- 
finder,  accessory  shoe  flash  contact, 
and  double  and  blank  exposure  pre- 
vention. A  gift  outfit  contains  camera 
with  wrist  sling  and  CNS-Pak  126 
film  (twelve  exposures).  Accessories 
are  case  and  flashgun  with  case. 


LATEST  IN  SHAVING  LUXURY 

A  foam  that  warms  on  the  face 


DRESS  REHEARSAL:  As  the  courier  brings 
in  supplies  of  the  new  film,  costumed  "hover 
dollies"  stand  by  to  distribute  them  by 
jaguar  cars. 


AN  aerosol  shaving  foam  that  is  being 
launched  nationally  in  June  by  Gil- 
lette Safety  Razor  Co.,  Great  West 
Road,  Isleworth,  Middlesex,  brings  a 
comfortable  warmth  to  the  face  and 
softens  the  beard  more  efficiently,  it  is 
claimed,  than  its  cold  counterparts.  The 
product,  "the  Hot  One",  is  a  double 
triumph  of  chemistry  and  engineering. 

Chemical  problem  was  to  harness  a 
chemical  reaction  so  that  it  would  pro- 
duce the  right  amount  of  heat,  safely, 
at  the  right  time  and  regardless  of  how 
little  or  how  much  was  dispensed  from 
the  container.  The  product  had  then 
to  be  presented  in  a  pressurised  con- 
tainer that  would  premix  the  reactants 
at  just  the  correct  rate,  and  would  be 


failproof  and  foolproof.  That  meant 
designing  a  special  valve,  which  has 
been  fully  patented.  To  find  the  right 
exothermic  reaction,  using  substances 
that  were  harmless,  did  not  produce 
any  harmful  substance  on  reaction,  did 
not  corrode  the  shaving  instrument  or 
adversely  affect  the  process  of  swell- 
ing of  the  hair,  the  consistency  of  the 
foam  or  its  odour  or  colour,  an  oxida- 
tion-reduction system  was  chosen  using 
hydrogen  peroxide  solution  as  the  oxi- 
dant, and  a  new  compound  based  on 
the  pyrimidines  as  reductant. 

The  pack  had  to  hold  two  solutions 
apart  until  the  time  of  mixing,  then 
mix  them  in  precise  proportions.  The 
diagram  illustrates  how  the  engineering 
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HOW  THE  WARMTH  IS 
PROVIDED:  Diagram  at 
left  illustrates  construction 
of  pressurised  container. 
Outer  chamber  contains 
soap  formulation,  pyrimi- 
dine  derivative  and  pro- 
pellent. When  nozzle  is 
pressed  to  one  side  an 
orifice  is  opened  through 
which  formulation  and 
reductant  pass  into  nozzle 
where  they  are  joined  by 
oxidiser  forced  out  by 
pressure  of  propellent  on 
inner  chambers.  Mixture 
emerges  as  foam.  Right, 
container  as  seen  by  pur- 
chaser. 


problem  was  solved.  The  inner  plastic 
container  holds  the  oxidising  solution. 
The  outer  holds  the  shaving  foam,  pro- 
pellent and  reductant.  When  the  can 
is  inverted  and  the  valve  actuated  by 
pushing  the  stem  slightly  to  one  side, 
the  cream  and  expanding  propellent 
emerge  from  one  orifice,  and  are  im- 
mediately mixed  with  oxidant  forced 
from  a  second  orifice,  each  orifice  di- 
mensioned to  within  tens  of  thousandths 
of  an  inch.  Mixing  continues  along  a 
spiral  channel  until  the  foam  emerges 
from  the  end  of  the  stem. 

FIRST  TO  MARKET  SYNTHETIC  EMETINE 

British  manufacturer's  success  after  long  effort 

supervised    the  present 


The  foam  attains  a  temperature  of 
150°F„  but  not  immediately  —  the 
warmth  comes  on  the  face,  not  in  the 
hand. 

The  container  has  been  designed  to 
deliver  about  the  same  quantity  of 
foam  as  "cold"  foam  aerosol  packs  on 
the  market.  Initial  price  is  19s.  6d.  but 
the  makers  hope  that,  as  with  the  Tech- 
matic  razor,  the  demand  will  be  such 
as  to  make  production  economies  pos- 
sible and  bring  in  due  course  a  lower 
price.  Can  and  cap  of  the  container 
are  in  red. 


A  "FIRST"  achieved  by  the  Wellcome 
Foundation,  Ltd.,  has  been  to  put  on 
to  the  international  fine  chemical 
market  a  totally  synthesised  emetine. 
Supplies  from  a  new  plant  at  the 
Wellcome  Chemical  Works,  Dartford, 
Kent,  are  already  competing  around 
the  world  with  the  naturally  extracted 
product. 

The  process  of  synthesis,  the  first 
to  prove  viable  on  a  commercial  scale, 
was  worked  out  by  Drs.  H.  T.  Open- 
shaw  and  Norman  Whittaker  at  the 
Wellcome  Research  Laboratories, 
Beckenham.  Its  importance  arises  from 
the  fact  that  supplies  and  prices  of 
ipecacuanha  root  have  fluctuated  and 
the  alkaloid  content  of  the  root  is  apt 
to  vary.  Synthesis  permits  production 
of  a  constant  product  and  keeps  the 
whole  process  under  the  company's 
own  control. 

Long  Association  with  the  Alkaloid 

Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.,  have 
been  associated  with  emetine  ever 
since  the  company's  formation  in  1880. 
Pioneering  work  by  F.  L.  Pyman  on 
its  chemistry,  carried  out  in  the  Well- 
come Chemical  Research  Laboratories 
from  1914,  led  to  the  sketching  out 
in  1927  of  a  tentative  chemical 
structure.  The  correct  structure  of 
emetine  was  finally  established  only 
in  1949  through  the  work  of  E.  Spath 
and  M.  Pailer  in  Vienna,  Austria, 
and  of  H.  T.  Openshaw  and  A.  R. 
Battersby,  St.  Andrew's,  Scotland,  Dr. 
Openshaw,  now  head  of  the  chemical 
research  laboratory  at  the  Wellcome 
Research  Laboratories  at  Beckenham, 


the  present  method  of 
synthesis,  which  was  developed  as  the 
particular  responsibility  of  Dr. 
Whittaker.  Scaling-up  work  to  make 
possible  full-scale  production  was 
carried  out  in  the  company's  chemical 
development  laboratories. 

Difficult  Problems  Overcome 

The  synthesis  presented  formidable 
problems.  The  question  was  not  of  a 
flat  molecular  structure  but  of  a  com- 
plicated spatial  arrangement. 

The  emetine  molecule,  like  that  of 
most  alkaloids,  is  unsymmetrical. 
"Left-handed"  or  "right-handed" 
spatial  arrangements  are  possible  at 
no  fewer  than  four  points,  and  only 
one  of  sixteen  possible  permutations 
represents  emetine  itself.  Emetine  has 
been  synthesised  in  other  laboratories 
but  never  by  a  method  that  has  been 
applied  commercially.  The  Wellcome 
method  involves  eight  stages,  and  each 
batch  takes  about  two  months  to 
manufacture. 

The  snag  that  unwanted  iso-emetine 
was  produced  was  obviated  when  a 
method  was  found  of  working  the  iso- 
emetine  back  into  a  late  stage  of  the 
process. 

A  new  chemical  plant  constructed 
within  the  Wellcome  Chemical  Works 
for  the  commercial  synthesis  of  eme- 
tine is  an  all-purpose  plant  that  may 
be  used  for  other  chemical  processes. 
A  feature  is  a  central  "telephone  ex- 
change" that  enables  solvents  to  be 
piped  to  any  vessel  in  which  they  are 
needed,  thus  economising  in  the  hand- 
ling of  materials. 


BABY  CORNER 

Samples  for  Sellers. — A  coupon 
another  page  enables  chemists  to 
tain  samples  of  up  to  seven  produi 
of  Lewis  Wolff  Griptight,  Ltd., 
Oakfield   Road,  Birmingham,  29. 

"Tailored"  One-way  Nappies.  —  T 
Binki  one-way  under-nappies  of  El 
nore  Textile  Products,  Ltd.,  22  Pa 
Street,  London,  E.C.2,  "tailored" 
their  purpose,  are  distributed  throuj 
usual   trade  wholesalers. 

"Keep-warm"  Feeding  Dish.  —  T 
Kaymet  child's  feeding  dish  of  T 
Kaymet  Co.,  Kaymet  Works,  Sylv 
Grove,  London,  S.E.15,  is  moulded 
unbreakable  hygienic  plastic  and 
available  in  blue,  primrose,  white,  pu 
in  gift  box. 

Cereal   With   Nuts  and  Fruits. 

From  the  makers  of  "Swiss  Birche 
muesli'  comes  Familia,  an  infant  d 
of  mixed  cereal  with  fruits  and  nui 
prepared  by  simply  adding  milk.  D 
tributors  are  G.  Costa  &  Co.,  Lt< 
Staffordshire  Street,  London,  S.E.15 

Biggest  Selling  One-way  Nappy. 
Apart  from  being  the  original  "on 
way"  nappy,  the  Marathon,  of  Mar 
thon  Knitwear,  Ltd.,  Peveril  Stre( 
Nottingham,  is  claimed  the  biggest  se: 
er  and  to  offer  "the  greatest  protectic 
against  nappy  rash." 

Against  Nappy  Rash,   Burns,  B 
sores.  —  Thovaline,  manufactured 
Hon    Laboratories    (Hamilton),  Ltc 
Lome  Street,   Hamilton,  Lanarks., 
useful  against  napkin  rash.  Bedsor 
are  prevented  by  applying  Thovalii 
before  the  trouble  starts  and  is  heali 
if  they  are  already  in  existence.  Thov 
line  is  self-sterile,  the  product  elim 
ates  pain  in  burns,  and  has  excelle 
healing  properties  in  urine  dermatiti 
eliminating   offensive  odour. 

Nappy    Rash    Overcome. — Contai 
ing  001    per  cent,   of  benzalkoniui 
bromide  and  0-5  per  cent,  of  cetrimi 
in  a  silicone  base.  No-rash,  made 
Burford      Laboratories,  Nottingha 
(distributors:    Onward  Pharmaceutic 
Services,    Ltd.,    North    End  Roa 
Wembley,  Middlesex)  is  both  a  pr 
ventative  and  a  treatment  of  nap 
rash.  It  has  been  extensively  sampl 
to  nursing  homes  and  young  mothe 
and  is  in  stock  in  depots  of  all  Oi 
ward  distributors. 

"Instant"    Baby    Foods.    —  T 

Robinsons  "instant"  baby  foods  of 
&   J.   Colman,   Norwich,   NOR  75 
Norfolk,  enable  a  mother  to  use  ju 
as  much  as  she  wants  each  time  sb 
opens  the  carton,  which  can  be  n 
sealed  for  use  another  time.  She 
thus  able  to  keep  several  varieties  o 
the  go  at  once  because  every  particl 
of  Robinson's  stays  fresh  for  week 
To  the  seller,  constant  availability 
the  whole  range  on  his  shelves  mea 
no  missed  sales. 

General-purpose  Antiseptic  Oin 
ment.  —  Vesagex  antiseptic  ointmer 
of  Willows  Francis,  Ltd.,  Shacklewe 
Lane,  London,  E.8,  contains  1  per  cen 
of  cetrimide  in  a  pleasant-smell  in 
cream  base.  It  is  soothing  and  healin 
in  treating  napkin  rash  and  "an  idea 
general-purpose  antiseptic  ointment 
Packs  are  a  tube  of  60  gm.  and  a  ja 
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of  500  gm.  The  product  is  obtainable 
direct,  through  usual  wholesalers  or 
rom  Pharmaceutical  Manufacturing 
"o.,  Epsom,  Surrey,  Wigglesworth,  Ltd., 
od|J  Westhoughton,  Lanes,  and  R.  Sumner 
fe  Co.,  Ltd.,  Hanover  Street,  Liver- 
pool. 

Baby's  Feed  Warmed  Automatically. 

The  Dee  Gee  baby-feeding  bottle 
leater  of  David  Griffin,  Ltd.,  Holland 
Way,  Blandford,  Dorset,  heats  baby's 
bottle  to  correct  temperature  automa- 
tically in  less  than  five  minutes  "just 
when  it's  wanted."  It  is  switched  on  and 
in  indicator  lamp  goes  out  when  the 
feed  is  ready.  The  heater  is  suitable  for 
ill  standard  glass  or  plastic  feeding 
jottles  and  has  an  adjustable  thermo- 
stat. The  heater  may  be  used  on  any 
;lectricity  supply  within  the  range  of 
200-250  volts  ac  or  dc.  Other  models 
:an  be  supplied  for  special  voltage 
•anges.  It  is  ivory  coloured,  decorated 
ivith  nursery  transfer  and  is  sold  com- 
plete with  6  ft.  of  3-core  flex. 

A  "First  in  the  Nappy  Field.  — 
Robinson  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  Wheat  Bridge 
Mills,  Chesterfield,  Derbys,  give  a  re- 
ninder  that  they  were  the  originators 
)f  disposable  nappies.  Their  Paddi 
ilanBpads  are  sold  in  packets  of  ten  and 
'economy''  packet  of  thirty.  Mothers 
vho  prefer  to  cut  their  own  length  of 
:ctio  'ad  may  buy  the  Paddi  roll  in  6-in. 
wide  roll  of  12  ft.  The  roll,  with 
cnitted  cover,  also  has  the  absorbent 
cotton  wool  to  go  next  to  the  baby's 


kin,  and  is,  state  the  makers,  the 
widest  available  on  the  market.  Paddi 
ads  were  invented  by  a  young  mother 
Hi  who  felt  that,  in  this  modern  age,  it 
,[]  was  surely  possible  to  find  a  satis- 
actory  alternative  to  the  age-old  chore 
af  nappy  washing.  She  approached  the 
:ompany  who  agreed  to  develop  her 
dea.  Paddi  pads  are  understood  to  be 
he  only  pads  with  pure  absorbent  cot- 
:on  wool  to  go  next  to  the  baby's 
skin.  The  cotton-wool  surface  acts  as 
one-way  nappy,  rapidly  absorbing 
t  oHfrioisture  over  a  small  area.  The  mois- 
ture then  spreads  slowly  but  more 
widely  through  the  cellulose  wadding 
behind,  ensuring  that  the  minimum 
wet  area  is  against  the  baby's  skin. 
In  1965  there  was  introduced  Paddi 
roll,  with  a  gauze  covering  to  hold 
the  disposable  nappies  baby  pants  in 
soft  PVC  were  specially  designed.  The 
Paddi  garment,  the  only  adjustable 
garment  available,  comes  in  four  sizes 
to  suit  weight  and  age. 


NEW  PRODUCTS  AND  PACKS 


PHARMACEUTICAL  SPECIALITIES 

A  Suspension  in  the  range. — E.  R. 

Squibb  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  Twickenham, 
Middlesex,  announce  that  a  suspension 
has  been  added  to  their  Fungilin  range 
of  amphotericin-B  presentations,  in- 
troduced in  1967  for  the  treatment  of 
infections  caused  by  Candida  albi- 
cans. The  stability  and  pleasant  taste 
of  the  compound  make  it  ideal  for 
formulation  in  an  oral  suspension, 
providing  an  alternative  therapy  (par- 
ticularly suitable  for  infants)  to 
lozenges  and  tablets.  Pack  is  a  bottle 
of  12  mils,  each  mil  containing 
100  mgm.  of  the  compound. 

Stable  Diamorphine  for  Injection. — 
Because  injection  of  diamorphine  hy- 
drochloride deteriorates  rapidly  on 
storage,  Evans  Medical,  Ltd.,  Speke, 
Liverpool,  24,  and  Macarthys,  Ltd., 
Lyon  Road,  South  Street,  Romford, 
Essex,  are  making  available  ampoules 
of  a  freeze-dried  powder  from  which 
the  injection  may  be  prepared  immedi- 
ately before  use  by  dissolving  the  pow- 
der, with  aseptic  precautions,  in  water 
for  injection.  Packs  are  three  5-  or  10- 
mgm.  ampoules,  complete  with  2-mil 
ampoules  of  water  for  injection,  or  ten 
5-  or  10-mgm.  ampoules  without  dilu- 
ent. 

Suppository  for  Vomiting  Patients. 

■ — Wallace  Laboratories,  Ltd.,  Wear 
Bay  Road,  Folkestone,  Kent,  are  pro- 
viding their  new  speciality  Gravol 
(dimenhydrinate)  for  the  first  time  in 


Norfolk,  are  launching  in  their 
Robinson's  fruit  drinks  series  a  triple- 
strength  product  in  whole  orange  and 
lemon.    The  pack  is  a  12-oz.  bottle. 

Soft  Drink  in  Sweeter  Version. — 
Beecham  Products  (U.K.),  Great  West 
Road,  Brentford,  Middlesex,  aim  to  ex- 
pand the  pure-lemon-juice  market, 
ultimately  by  as  much  as  twice  its 
current  volume,  with  the  introduction 
of  a  new  sweetened  version  of  PLJ.  The 


new  product,  launched  on  April  1  and 
called  "New  Sweeter  PLJ"  complements 
the  original  sharp  PLJ,  claimed  to  have 


the  form  of  a  suppository  for  vomiting 
patients.  The  suppository  pack  is  in 
the  form  of  a  plastic  mould  that  opens 
easily  so  that  repacking  of  the  sup- 
positories after  manufacture  is 
eliminated.  The  suppositories  are 
available  as  paediatric  (50  mgm.)  and 
adult  (100  mgm.).  Tablets  are  also 
available  (orange  scored  tablets  each 
containing  50  mgm.  of  dimenhydrin- 
ate). 

OVER-THE-COUNTER  MEDICINALS 

Multivitamin  Tablets,  New-style.  — 

Roche  Products,  Ltd.,  15  Manchester 
Square,  London,  W.l,  are  introducing 
on  May  3,  multivitamin  tablets,  Revi- 
tone,  in  a  new  pharmaceutical  form. 
The  tablet  has  a  kernel  of  chocolate 
flavoured  B-vitamins  embedded  in 
ascorbic  acid.  Messrs.  Roche  state  that 
a  recent  investigation  into  vitamin 
deficiencies  showed  that  clinical  signs 
of  such  deficiencies  in  the  elderly  are 
eradicated  by  daily  use  of  a  combina- 
tion of  vitamins. 

SOFT  DRINKS 

Nationally  Launched. — J.  &  J.  Col- 
man,   Ltd.,  Carrow  Works,  Norwich, 


Cravol  suppositories 
in  new  pack  that 
eliminates  repacking 
after  manufacture.  The 
product  is  manufac- 
tured by  Wallace 
Laboratories,  Ltd., 
Wear  Bay  Road, 
Folkestone,  Kent. 


over  95  per  cent,  of  the  market.  It  con- 
tains a  trace  of  permitted  artificial 
sweetener  (a  saccharin/cyclamate  com- 
bination). At  four  calories  per  fi.  oz. 
the  product's  calorific  content  remains 
the  same  as  the  original  sharp  product, 
and  it  is  available  in  the  same  sizes, 
Hi  oz.  and  26  oz.  sizes. 

SUNDRIES 

Different    Pack,    Same    Tampon. — 

Lillia-White  (Sales),  Ltd.,  Charford 
Mills,  Birmingham,  8,  have  developed 
a  new  pack  for  the  Lil-lets  tampons 
range.  The  name  Lil-lets  is  now  in 
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white  against  a  blue  background  to 
give  it  greater  prominence,  and  the 
front  of  the  pack  clearly  shows  the  size 
(regular,  super  or  super  plus)  and 
quantity  (ten  or  twenty). 

Home  Dialysis  Unit.  -  A  fully 
automatic  dialysis  unit  developed  by 
the  Cambridge  Instrument  Co.  for  use 
by  patients  in  their  own  home  is  based 
on  the  work  of  a  joint  team  from  the 
Royal  Free  Hospital  Renal  Unit, 
Hampstead,  London,  and  the  company. 
Four  patients  are  already  using  the 
new  machines  successfully  in  their  own 
homes  after  training  at  the  unit.  More 
are  being  trained  The  Ministry  of 
Health  is  understood  to  have  placed 
orders  for  a  number  of  the  machines 
and  at  the  company's  Muswell  Hill, 
London,  factory,  courses  to  instruct 
doctors,  nurses  and  technicians  in  the 
use  of  the  equipment  have  been  held  or 
are  planned.  The  machine  is  being 
marketed  by  the  company's  medical 
division. 

All-purpose  Hospital  Cloth — An  all- 
purpose  "J"  cloth  produced  by  John- 
son  &  Johnson  (Gt.  Britain),  Ltd., 
Slough,  Bucks,  for  use  in  hospitals  is 
made  from  the  company's  Key-Bak 
non-woven  fabric.  The  "J"  cloths 
may  be  washed  clean  time  after  time 
though,  as  they  cost  so  little,  a  new 
one  may  be  used  as  often  as  needed. 
They  are  claimed  to  be  sterilisable 
without  their  quality  being  affected, 
and  are  therefore  ideal  for  use  in  the 


operating  theatre,  central  sterile  sup- 
ply or  any  other  department  in  wlvch 
autoclaved  materials  are  required. 
Their  high  wet  strength,  absorbency 
and  freedom  from  lint  fluff  also  give 
them  a  multiplicity  of  uses  in  hos- 
pital wards.  They  "dust,  mop,  wrap, 
protect  or  polish."  The  blue-and- 
white  striped  fabric  is  available  in 
two  sizes,  each  in  carton  of  100. 
Minimum  order  is  a  pack  of  eight 
cartons. 

HORTICULTURAL  SPECIALITIES 

Coloured  as  A  "Plus." — Pan  Britain- 
nica  Industries,  Ltd.,  Britannica 
House,  Waltham  Cross,  Herts,  have 
developed  after  several  trials  a  pro- 
duct with  weed-killing  and  grass- 
feeding  properties,  plus  colour, 
making  it  instantly  visible  when  ap- 
plied by  hand  or  spreader.  The 
product,  Toplawn  has  a  remarkable 
effect  upon  "difficult"  weeds  such  as 
clover. 


TRADE  NOTES 

A  New  Size. — Honey  Tonic  of 
Helena  Rubinstein,  Ltd.,  Grafton 
Street,  London,  W.l,  is  now  available 
in  a  220-mil  size.  It  becomes  available 
for  sale  on  June  17. 

Price  Correction.  —  Tax-inclusive 
price  of  4-oz.  size  Elliman's  Universal 
embrocation  (Elliman,  Sons  &  Co., 
Ltd.,  11  Stoke  Poges  Lane,  Slough, 
Bucks.)  is  3s..  lid.  and  not  as  given  in 
the  Interim  Price  Supplement. 

Italian  Cosmetics  Exhibition.  —  An 
announcement  relating  to  the  exhibi- 
tion of  Italian  cosmetics  and  toiletries 
mentioned  in  The  Chemist  and  Drug- 
gist, April  20,  p.  351,  will  be  appear- 
ing at  a  later  date.  In  the  meantime  in- 
quiries may  be  directed  to  the  Italian 
Trade  Centre,  25  Old  Burlington  Street, 
London,  W.l. 

Medicated  Bath  Extract.  —  Makers 
of  Aramanta  medicated  extract  of  pine 
needles  for  the  bath  are  Wendover 
House  Ltd.,  Beaconsneld  Close,  Lon- 
don, N.ll.  The  extract  is  available  in 
8-oz.  and  20-oz.  containers  in  plastic 
or  glass  and  in  26-oz.,  40-oz.,  80-  oz. 
and  1-gall.  packs  in  glass.  Aramanta 
bath  Cologne  is  in  similar  packs. 

Prices  Pegged. — Jeyes  Group,  Ltd., 
Plaistow,  London,  E.13.  are  holding 
the  prices  of  3-Hands  Max  disinfec- 
tant, launched  just  over  a  year  ago. 
The  effect  is.  they  say,  that  3-Hands 
Max  is  selling  at  between  4s.  6d.  and 
5s.  per  doz.  less  than  competitive 
price-promoted  brands  and  between 
12s.  6d.  and  14s.  per  doz.  less  than 
competitive  advertised  brands. 

Now  in  Two  Colours. — The  Ronson 
Rio  hair  dryer  of  Ronson  Products, 
Ltd.,  Leatherhead,  Surrey,  is  available 
in  two  new  colours:  pink  and  blue. 
Retailers  ordering  the  Rio  in  multiples 
of  three  obtain  free  "dolly"  bags  for 
their  customers  under  an  offer  that  is 
current  until  the  end  of  May.  A  service 
centre  has  been  opened  at  83  Suffolk 
Street,  Birmingham. 

Bonus  Offers 

1  Aladdin  Industries,  Ltd.,  Green- 
ford,  Middlesex.  "Victoriana"  and 
"Pop  Art"  vacuum  flasks.  Thirteen 
invoiced  as  twelve. 

Clay  &  Abraham  (Mnfg.),  Ltd.,  40 
Hanover  Street,  Liverpool,  1.  Ulcanon 
and  Ulcanon  Gelets.  Thirteen  invoiced 
as  twelve.  Until  July  31. 

Keldon,  Ltd.,  Wadsworth  Road, 
Perivale,  Middlesex.  Eye  Dew.  Special 
discount  of  5  per  cent,  on  minimum 
orders  for  1  doz.  till  June  30.  [Cor- 
rected note]. 

Progress  Shaving  Brush  (Vulfix), 
Ltd.,  Peel  Road,  Douglas,  Isle  of  Man. 
Vulfix  shaving  brushes.  "Before-and- 
after"  shaving  mug  with  parcel  912 
(cost  172s.  7d.). 

Ronson  Products,  Ltd.,  Leather- 
head,  Surrey.  Electric  shavers.  7s.  6d. 
on  every  shaver  purchased  before 
June  30  (bonus  claimed  by  presenting 
voucher  attached  to  shaver  pack).  For 
wholesalers  three  K-type  shavers  on 
every  twenty-four  vouchers  returned). 

R.  Sumner  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  40  Hanover 
Street,  Liverpool,  1,  Kilsect,  Kilsant  and 
Vanexane.  Thirteen  invoiced  as  twelve. 
Until  July  31. 


Willows  Francis,  Ltd.,  Shackle- 
well  Lane,  London,  E.8.  Vesagex. 
Fourteen  tubes  invoiced  as  twelve; 
three  jars  and  one  tube  invoiced  as 
three  jars. 

Premium  Offers 

Lambert  Chemical  Co.,  Eastleigh,  Hants. 
Polylock  home  perm.  Free  Polyhairset  (value 
Is.  9d.)  with  each  purchase. 

Clairol,  Ltd.,  66  Baker  Street.  London 
W.l.  Summer  Blonde.  "Trendsetter"  watch  at 
saving  of  35s.  in  exchange  for  one  pack  top. 
Until  September  30. 

Smith  &  Nephew,  Ltd.,  Welwyn  Garden 
City,  Herts.  Airstrip.  Tin  free  in  exchange 
for  voucher  included  in  tin  purchased. 

Discontinued 

Boehringer  Ingelheim,  Ltd.,  Isleworth  I 
House,  Great  West  Road,  Isleworth.  Middle-  I 
sex,  Halaspray. 

Crookes  Laboratories,  Ltd.,  Mephosol  I 
(100's  and  500's). 

Allen  &  Hanburys,  Ltd.,  Bethnal  Green,  I 
London,  E.2.  Stocks  of  Alficetyn  dusting  I 
powder,  5  gm.,  eye  ointment,  4  gm.  and  sus-  I 
pension,  60  mils,  have  been  cleared. 

William  R.  Warner  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Eastleigh,  I 
Hants.,  Mandelamine,  0.25  mgm.,  pack  of  I 
1,090  (60's  and  500's  continue  available). 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Staines  Road,  Houns-  I 
low,  Middlesex.  Chloromycetin  cream  (veterin-  I 
ary),  1-oz.  tube. 

Rybar  Laboratories,  Ltd.,  6  Park  Avenue,  I 
Tankerton,   Kent.  Rybrol.  Symbron. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Place  in  the  team 

Sir, — Your  correspondent  Dr.  M.  I 
J.  Whitfield  ("Place  in  the  team,"  see  I 
C.  &  D.,  April  13,  p.  328)  is  of  course  I 
right  if  (and  only  if)  the  general  sales  1 
list  of  the  Medicines  Bill  contains  I 
nothing  more  innocuous,  or  making  any  I 
more  medicinal  claims,  than,  say,  a  I 
Polo  mint  and,  in  addition,  all  self-  I 
medication  becomes  prohibited  and  al-  I 
most  all  existing  pharmacy  practices  I 
resited.  Otherwise  it  is  better  that  I  I 
as  a  pharmacist  should  continue  some  I 
screening  activity,  not  only  from  my  1 
own  professional  speciality  (product  1 
knowledge)  but  also  with  an  eye  to  I 
the  clinical  well-being  of  the  self-  I 
medicating  public.  Pharmacist  I 

Reciprocity 

Sir, — The  decision  of  the  Council  I 
to  cancel  the  reciprocity  agreements  I 
which  have  been  of  mutual  advantage  1 
to  ourselves  and  to  Australia  and  New  I 
Zealand  is  not  a  popular  one.  and  now  I 
we  understand  that  the  Council  itself  I 
was  by  no  means  unanimous  on  this  I 
issue.  Attending  the  study  tour  of  the  I 
Institute  of  Pharmacy  Management  in  I 
the  Netherlands,  we  learned  that  the  I 
length  of  training  of  a  pharmacist  in  I 
Holland  is  vastly  greater  than  our  own.  I 
While  giving  them  all  credit  due,  I 
would  we  accept  that  we  were  inferior  I 
pharmacists  because  of  our  shorter  1 
course?  I  welcome  the  decision  of  Mr.  I 
C.  W.  Robinson,  Chester,  to  bring  for-  I 
ward  a  relevant  motion  at  the  annual  1 
meeting  on  May  15. 

Enid  Lucas-Smith, 
Slough. 

[A  Council  decision  on  which  the  | 
voting  was  unanimous  would  surely  be  I 
rare.  The  convention  is  that,  unless  a  I 
member  expressly  requests  that  his  I 
name  shall  be  recorded  as  opposing  a 
decision,  no  voting  figures  are  dis-  | 
closed.— Editor] 
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I  Borax  Cleared,  Quinine  Controlled. 

WpF  three  new  recommendations  by  the  Poisons  Board, 
■he  Home  Secretary  has  decided  to  accept  two.  He  is 
Mill  considering  what  action  to  take  in  respect  of  the 
Ihird. 

t  An  earlier  recommendation  by  the  Board  that  borax 
And  boric  acid  should  be  included  in  part  one  of  the 
Joisons  List  was  withdrawn,  its  second  thoughts  on 
hose  compounds  having  been  accepted  by  the  Minister. 
The  recommendations  concerning  quinine  have  also 
peen  reconsidered,  and  the  Board  has  now  suggested 
>o  the  Home  Secretary  that  preparations  containing  not 
nore  than  1  per  cent,  of  quinine  should  be  exempt 
■From  control.  In  effect  the  Board  is  thus  now  suggest- 
ing a  graded  control,  whereby  preparations  containing 

I I  per  cent,  or  more  but  under  10  per  cent,  of  quinine 
■will  be  Part  1  poisons,  whilst  preparations  containing 
fever  1 1  per  cent,  will  be  subject  to  the  more  stringent 
feontrol  of  Part  B  of  Schedule  4  of  the  Poisons  Rules. 

We  have  on  a  number  of  former  occasions  pointed 
feut  the  disadvantages  of  the  Home  Office  method  of 
■making  announcements  concerning  proposals  and  not 
Indicating  a  date  on  which  the  proposals  would  be 
taking  effect.  A  welcome  change  was  made  in  June 
■  967,  when  a  four-month  moratorium  was  indicated. 
■Similar  guidance,  we  are  pleased  to  note,  has  been 
■given  on  this  occasion,  since  the  Home  Office  has  in- 
Ipicated  that,  if  the  Home  Secretary  decides  to  adopt 
he    recommendation    now    presented    in   respect  of 
quinine,  it  will  not  in  any  case  be  implemented  before 
October  1.  In  view  of  the  long  period  during  which  that 
item  has  been  on  the  Poisons  Board's  agenda,  it  would 
seem  unlikely  that  any  changes  will  be  made  in  the 
current  proposals. 

The  recommendation  likely  to  have  the  greatest  effect 
on  retail  pharmacy  is  the  third.  It  concerns  the  sale 
of  oral  contraceptives  by  medical  practitioners,  local 
authorities  and  charitable  organisations.  As  the  Board 
indicates,  its  recommendations  are  consequential  to  the 
National  Health  Service  (Family  Planning)  Act,  1967. 
That  Act  enables  local  health  authorities  in  England 
and  Wales  to  make  arrangements  for  advice  on  con- 
traception to  be  given,  persons  seeking  advice  to  be 
examined,  and  contraceptives  and  appliances  to  be  sup- 
plied. Authorities  may,  after  approval  of  the  Minister  of 
Health,  impose  such  charges  as  are  considered  reason- 
able. In  many  instances  the  local  authorities  have 
already  taken  or  are  contemplating  action  under  the 
Act  by  arrangements  with  the  Family  Planning  Asso- 
ciation and  similar  organisations. 


Recognising  that  situation,  the  Poisons  Board  now 
recommends  changes  in  the  Poisons  Rules.  The  point 
had  been  made  that  exemptions  granted  to  qualified 
medical  practitioners  under  the  Pharmacy  Acts  enabling 
them  to  supply  substances  containing  poisons  were  for 
the  purposes  of  medical  treatment,  and  that  to  supply 
an  oral  contraceptive  on  social  grounds  might  not  be  a 
transaction  within  that  category.  Furthermore,  the 
exemption  granted  to  institutions,  etc.,  under  Section 
20(4)  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  would  also  need  recasting  in 
order  to  cover  the  new  situation  now  arising. 

The  enthusiasm  displayed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
in  connection  with  the  new  Family  Planning  Act  pres- 
ages an  early  action  by  the  Home  Secretary  on  this 
final  recommendation  by  the  Poisons  Board,  and  one 
outcome  is  likely  to  be  that  an  increasing  proportion  of 
oral  contraceptive  business  will  in  future  be  handled 
by  local  health  authorities. 

Final  decisions  are  urgently  wanted  upon  a  number 
of  other  recommendations  by  the  Poisons  Board.  Out- 
standing among  them  are  the  proposals  relating  to  the 
antihistamines  (see  C.  &  D.,  January  27,  p.  79).  An 
early  announcement  about  them  would  be  welcomed, 
plus  an  indication  that  its  implementation  will  be  sub- 
ject to  a  sufficient  delay  to  allow  the  industry  to  give 
effect  to  any  changes  made. 

Lessons  from  Dutch  Pharmacy 

To  the  party  of  British  pharmacists  on  their  recent 
study-tour  of  Holland  (p.  380),  two  characteristics  soon 
evident  in  their  Dutch  colleagues  and  hosts  were  self- 
discipline  and  perfectionism.  Dutchmen  as  a  whole 
have  been  labelled  perfectionists  in  the  past  and  no- 
where did  that  aspect  of  their  national  character  seem 
more  apparent  than  in  the  pharmacies  (retail  and  hos- 
pital) or  in  the  manufacturing  and  wholesale  labora- 
tories that  were  visited.  Self-discipline  was  obvious,  too, 
in  several  directions:  in  the  facts  that,  while  member- 
ship of  the  Royal  Dutch  Pharmaceutical  Society  is 
voluntary,  practically  all  pharmacists  are  members;  that 
all  retail  pharmacists  are  members  of  their  own  co- 
operative wholesale  organisation,  though  they  do  not 
get  any  extra  discount  from  it;  and  that  they  do  not 
open  a  pharmacy  without  the  permission  of  their  Phar- 
maceutical Society  even  though  there  is  no  law  against 
opening  without  such  approval.  Many  poisons  that  are 
by  law  restricted  to  prescription  in  the  United  Kingdom 
are  in  Holland  similarly  restricted  but  on  a  voluntary 
basis.  While  in  a  few  months'  time  that  will  no  longer 
be  true  the  Act  that  will  make  controls  statutory  is 
founded  on  lists  the  pharmacists  themselves  provided. 

As  would  be  supposed  some  of  the  problems  facing 
the  profession  are  common  to  both  countries.  In  Britain 
it  is  usually  believed  that  man-power  is  scarce, 
though  there  are  five  times  as  many  pharmacists,  on  a 
population  basis,  as  in  the  Netherlands,  where  the 
shortage  of  pharmacists  is  desperate.  Holland  possesses 
four  times  as  many  drug  stores  as  pharmacies,  and 
those  stores,  with  the  grocers,  account  for  about  80 
per  cent,  of  sales  of  the  popular  proprietaries.  In  a 
British  pharmacy  that  would  be  quite  a  large  slice  of 
the  turnover.  The  new  legislation,  due  in  a  few  months, 
will  scarcely  curb  the  variety  of  items  available  through 
non-pharmaceutical  channels,  though  many  such  out- 
lets will  be  restricted  to  a  single  small  pack  of  each 
product.  It  will  be  interesting  to  compare  their  list  with 


376 


THE    CHEMIST    AND  DRUGGIST 


April  27,   1  96  8 


the  one  promised  in  the  Medicines  Bill  now  in  Com- 
mittee stage  at  Westminster. 

Another  problem  common  to  both  countries  is  the 
high  proportion  of  dispensing  doctors  —  in  Holland 
1,500  out  of  6,700.  Eventually,  as  new  doctors  come 
in  who  do  not  dispense,  that  situation  may  right  itself, 
though  that  may  be  small  consolation  to  the  pharmacist 
in  practice  today. 

Most  fundamental  difference  between  the  two  coun- 
tries in  the  practice  of  pharmacy  is  the  fact  that  in 
Holland  a  pharmacist  is  responsible  for  the  purity  of 
everything  he  sells,  being  unable  to  plead  a  warranty 
defence  if  anything  is  found  to  be  substandard.  That 
has  naturally  placed  emphasis  on  analysis,  not  only  in 
training  but  in  general  practice.  It  is,  of  course,  argu- 
able that  much  effort  is  wasted  when  900  pharmacies  of 
Holland  are  testing  drugs  that  have  no  doubt  already 
been  tested  and  could  be  guaranteed  by  a  handful  of 

"OPEN 

An  unscripted  commentary  on  the  probl 

By  E.  C. 

TWO-hundred-and-ninety-two  people,  some  pharma- 
cists, some  junior  staff,  working  forty-two  hours  a 
week  for  forty-nine  weeks  per  year.  That  is  my  esti- 
mate— probably  a  conservative  one — of  the  effort  to  be 
demanded  of  pharmacy  to  implement  the  demand  of  the 
British  Medical  Association  for  us  to  label  all  prescriptions 
with  the  name  of  the  drug.  That  is  the  magnitude  of  the 
task  to  which  our  own  Society  has  agreed  to  saddle  us 
with,  a  quite  incredible  decision  when  one  considers  that 
quite  a  large  proportion  of  Council  members  are  engaged 
in  retail  practice.  The  situation  might,  perhaps,  not  be  quite 
so  bad  if  it  were  possible  to  spread  the  work  throughout 
the  day,  but  the  job  is  yet  another  to  be  squeezed  in  at 
the  busiest  periods  when  every  second  is  important.  Last 
Wednesday  I  was  on  a  busy  rota  duty.  It  so  happened  that 
our  only  local  doctor  who  qualifies  for  the  description  of 
"N.P.  specialist"  (even  for  elastic  hosiery,  trusses  and  calf 
lymph)  had  been  on  duty  during  the  afternoon,  so  that  we 
received  a  fair  sample  of  his  output.  My  senior  assistant, 
who  was  sharing  the  duty  with  me,  dutifully  named  several 
of  his  labels,  then  quite  calmly  and  quietly  said:  "If  that  so 
and  so  expects  these  so  and  so  names  written  on  his  labels 
tonight,  he  is  the  best  so  and  so  to  write  them,  I  am  too 
busy."  I  did  not  comment  on  her  remark,  I  was  also  too 
busy  to  indulge  in  such  frivolities.  I  have  read  and  reread 
all  the  reasons,  specious  and  otherwise,  put  forward  by  the 
doctors  in  support  of  their  case  in  this  matter,  but  it  is 
significant  to  note  that  the  question  has  only  really  come 
to  a  head  since  medical  group  practices  became  popular. 

The  Real  Reason 

It  is  reasonable  to  discard  most  of  the  arguments 
of  the  pro-"N.P."  faction  as  just  so  much  padding  so  that 
we  may  arrive  at  the  real  reason  for  the  medical  interest. 
It  cannot  be  the  interest  of  the  patient  that  is  actuating  the 
doctors.  If  that  had  been  so  they  would  not  have  grouped 
themselves  together  in  central  premises,  ignoring  the  fact 
that,  by  doing  so,  they  have  compelled  many  of  their 
patients  to  take  long  and  expensive  journeys  when  they  re- 
quire medical  attention.  No,  the  patient  does  not  enter  into 
this.  The  plain  and  indisputable  fact  is  that,  astute  business- 
men as  they  are,  the  doctors  have  seen  a  way  not  only  to 
overcome  the  record-keeping  problem  associated  with  group 
practices,  but — what  is  even  more  important  to  them — to  get 
the  work  done  for  free  (for  I  have  yet  to  note  any  sugges- 
tion from  them  that  we  should  get  an  extra  fee  for  each 
"N.P. "-labelled  item).  That  is  the  real  task,  fellow  pharma- 


main  producers,  but  from  a  professional  point  of  view 
the  method  must  surely  give  satisfaction  to  the  phar- 
macist, who  continues  to  use  knowledge  he  has  spent 
many  years  acquiring. 

It  came  as  a  slight  suprise  to  some  to  learn  that  har- 
monising the  pharmaceutical  systems  of  the  six  Euro- 
pean Economic  Community  states  has  been  proceed- 
ing at  a  painfully  slow  pace.  Holland,  as  one  of  the 
member  states,  has  found  that  agreement  on  detail  is 
most  difficult  to  obtain.  Indeed  the  one  and  only  resolu- 
tion agreed  by  the  six,  and  that  about  four  years  ago, 
has  not  yet  been  generally  implemented.  Any  U.K. 
pharmacists  who  may  still  be  looking  to  Britain's  entry 
into  the  Community  as  a  panacea  for  their  business 
and  professional  ailments  would  be  well  advised  to 
look  elsewhere  for  their  salvation.  The  grass  is  not 
necessarily  greener  because  it  is  in  the  other  man's 
field. 

SHOP" 
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cists,  which  your  elected  Council  representatives  have  agreed 
that  you  should  undertake;  "unpaid  doctors'  record  keepers." 
I  can  only  hope  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Committees  will 
give  the  Central  N.H.S.  Committee  such  support  in  this 
matter  so  as  to  enable  them  to  fight  both  the  Society  and 
the  B.M.A.  on  behalf  of  all  contractors  and  their  staffs. 

How  Did  Committees  React  ? 

Since  in  their  circular  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Committees, 
the  North-east  London  contractors  used  an  extract  from 
one  of  my  articles  (incidentally  no  one  asked  my  permis- 
sion, but  I  am  sure  that  our  editor  agreed  on  my  behalf) 
I  will  naturally  be  interested  to  hear  how  Pharmaceutical 
Committees  in  general  have  reacted  to  their  proposals. 
Whether  or  not  they  will  achieve  their  apparently  not  un- 
reasonable request  remains  to  be  seen.  What  certainly  can 
be  said  is  that  they  have  really  impressed  the  Central  N.H.S. 
Committee  with  the  fact  that  Pharmaceutical  Committees 
are  not  merely  rubber  stamps,  fit  only  to  be  called  to  Lon- 
don to  listen  meekly  to,  and  endorse,  actions  taken  on  their 
behalf,  but  bodies  of  responsible  men  who  are  well  aware 
of  the  problems  and  reactions  of  the  pharmacists  of  their 
own  particular  areas  and  who  are  well  qualified  to  give 
considered  opinions  on  all  matters  pharmaceutical.  My 
personal  view  is  that,  over  the  coming  years,  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Committees  will  grow  in  stature  and  importance. 
Many  serious  tasks  can  be  expected  to  be  found  for  them 
to  undertake,  not  least  of  which  could  be  the  leading  role 
in  implementing  a  planned  distribution  of  pharmacies. 

Three  years  ago  I  criticised  the  National  Pharmaceutical 
Union  elections  on  the  grounds  that  in  practice  they  were 
not  elections  at  all.  In  view  of  the  events  this  year  I  am 
compelled  to  take  back  much  of  what  I  said,  for  this  time 
we  have  had  elections  in  quite  a  number  of  areas,  and  I 
am  pleased  to  note  that,  for  professional  elections,  the  poll 
was  quite  high  (52  per  cent,  in  one  instance).  One  can  only 
hope  that  this  denotes  an  increased  interest  in  N.P.U. 
matters  on  the  part  of  private  retail  pharmacists.  Having 
the  privilege  of  personal  knowledge  of  many  of  the  N.P.U. 
Executive,  I  can  assure  my  readers  that  they  work  extremely 
hard  on  behalf  of  their  retail  colleagues.  In  fact  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  visualise  a  more  concentrated  two  days  of  sustained 
effort  than  that  put  in  each  month  at  Mallinson  House  by 
the  average  N.P.U.  Executive  member.  It  is  probably  open 
knowledge  that  the  rearranged  committee  system  at  Mallin- 
son House  has  been  adopted  in  an  attempt  to  ease  a  burden 
which,  during  the  past  three  years,  has  reached  virtually 
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impossible  proportions,  and  for  the  general  good  of  private 
retail  pharmacy  we  must  hope  that  it  succeeds  in  that  pur- 
pose. I  would  take  this  opportunity  of  paying  my  personal 
tribute  to  the  three  members  who  have  not  sought  re- 
election (Messrs.  Brocklehurst,  Moss  and  Tristram).  That 
three  men  of  their  calibre  should  retire  from  the  Execu- 
tive at  the  same  time  is  a  great  pity,  and  whilst  one  can- 
not deny  that  their  many  years  of  unstinted  effort  have 
earned  them  a  rest,  their  knowledge,  wisdom  and  great 
ability  will  be  sadly  missed. 

I  wonder  how  many  of  my  younger  readers  have  been 
taken  in  by  company  representatives  of  the  type  that  called 
on  me  a  few  days  ago.  He  was  carrying  a  new  line,  and  as 
part  of  his  patter  was  at  pains  to  stress  that  the  profit 
margin  was  over  50  per  cent.  1  examined  his  figures  and, 
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as  I  expected,  found  that  it  was  really  only  about  33  per 
cent.  When  I  pointed  this  out  to  him,  he  calmly  replied 
that  on  the  cost  price  it  was  over  50  and  was  quite  hurt 
when  I  explained  to  him  that  until  an  item  is  sold  there 
can  be  no  profit  whatever,  and  that  profit  must  always  be 
calculated  on  the  selling  price. 

Why  Pharmacy  Doesn't  Attract 

To  conclude,  yesterday  I  went  for  a  haircut  and  was 
charged  4s.  Thirty  years  ago  a  haircut  in  this  town  cost  six- 
pence, and  from  memory  the  total  profit  on  an  N.H.I, 
prescription  was  about  the  same  sixpence.  Today  the  hair- 
cut is  4s.,  but  the  total  profit  on  a  prescription  is  still  under 
3s.  We  seem  to  be  doing  rather  badly  in  comparison  with 
the  barbers.  No  wonder  new  recruits  are  scarce. 
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THE  PRESIDENT  said  he  would  support  the  suggestion 
provided  they  were  not  legally  debarred  from  stating  that 
adherence  for  a  code  of  ethics  would  be  compulsory  and  it 
was  within  all  necessary  legal  safeguards  and  promulgated 
the  broad  principles  of  an  ethical  approach  to  pharmacy. 
That  was  the  approach  in  certain  commercial  fields. 

Mr.  Walsh  said  that  a  person  who  would  be  prepared 
to  subscribe  to  a  code  of  ethics  must  surely  be  a  better 
pharmacist  in  the  public  image  than  a  person  who  would 
not  be  so  prepared. 

Mr.  Corrigan  insisted  on  a  statutory  code  or  none  at 
all.  They  should  keep  pressing  for  a  disciplinary  commit- 
tee. No  action  was  taken  by  the  Council  on  the  matter. 

Mr.  O'Donnell,  who  represented  the  Council  at  the 
International  Pharmaceutical  Federation  Congress  in  1967, 
was  re-elected  the  Council's  representative  for  1968.  Pro- 
fessor Timoney  (Dean  of  the  College)  is  to  represent  the 
Society  at  the  science  session  of  the  Federation's  General 
Assembly  in  Hamburg  in  September. 

Mr.  Maurice  Power  reported  that,  following  a  com- 
plaint at  the  previous  meeting  (C.  &  D.,  March  30,  p.  289) 
that  pharmacists  in  dispensaries  were  overworked,  Lim- 
erick Health  Authority  had  appointed  an  extra  full-time 
permanent  pharmacist. 

The  Registrar  (Mr.  J.  G.  Coleman)  reported  having 
written  to  the  College  of  Physicians  recommending  that  a 
number  of  substances  at  present  non-scheduled  should  be 
added  to  the  Poisons  Schedule. 

The  President  reported  on  a  meeting  between  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Health  Services  Committee  and  officials 
of  the  Department  of  Health,  and  said  that  further  meet- 
ings would  be  held. 

The  Society's  Inspector  reported  that  the  observance 
of  the  Control  of  Sale  Regulations  in  general  was  "not 
so  good  as  it  used  to  be."  He  had  had  occasin  to  advise  a 
number  of  pharmacists  on  the  proper  method  of  dealing 
with  "repeat"  prescriptions. 

Pharmacy  Congress  Progress 

Miss  Laura  Cunniffe  reported  on  progress  in  prepar- 
ing for  the  Pharmacy  Congress  in  Galway  in  October. 
Local  doctors  had  informed  the  organising  committee  that 
they  were  not  au  fait  with  all  regulations  relating  to  phar- 
macy and  had  asked  for  a  copy  of  all  new  regulations 
to  be  forwarded  to  them.  The  doctors  had  also  suggested 
more  frequent  meetings  between  doctors  and  pharmacists. 
Miss  Cunniffe  thought  it  would  be  a  nice  gesture  for  the 
Council  to  send  to  doctors  copies  of  all  regulations.  It  was 
decided  to  do  so  through  the  local  pharmaceutical  associa- 
tions. 

A  reply  from  the  Department  of  Health  to  a  letter  from 
the  Council  dated  January  11  about  arrangements  for  out- 
patient dispensing  at  St.  Finan's  hospital,  Killarney,  said 


the  position  in  regard  to  the  issue  of  drugs  to  out-patients 
had  been  outlined  to  the  registrar  in  a  letter  dated  Decem- 
ber 14,  1967.  He  understood,  Mr.  Coleman  had  said,  that 
a  pharmacist  attended  for  one  or  two  hours  each  day  but 
that  no  pharmacist  was  employed  at  any  of  the  supervisory 
clinics  held  periodically  in  outlying  districts.  It  had  been 
alleged  that  nurses  and  social  workers,  unaccompanied  by 
a  doctor  or  pharmacist,  distributed  controlled  preparations 
from  bulk  containers  to  out-patients  in  their  homes. 

The  Department's  letter  requested  clarification  of  the 
suggestion  that  the  procedure  as  outlined  contravened  the 
Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Acts. 

Why  a  Contravention? 

The  Assistant  Registrar  (Mr.  Cahill)  said  the  com- 
plaint alleged  that,  when  out-patients  ran  out  of  tablets, 
the  nurses  obtained  supplies  from  the  District  Medical 
Officer  and  gave  them  to  the  patient  in  his  home  on  the 
basis  of  the  doctor's  prescription.  The  Council's  view  was 
that  that  was  dispensing  by  a  nurse  and  as  such  did  not 
comply  with  the  Pharmacy  Acts.  It  had  also  been  reported 
that  social  workers  handed  out  medicines. 

The  President  said  they  should  inform  the  Minister  that 
abuses  appeared  to  exist  through  either  ignorance  or  lack 
of  organisation  and  that  potential  danger  to  the  public 
should  be  eliminated. 

Mr.  R.  J.  Power  said  the  situation  spotlighted  the  need 
to  provide  drug  charts  as  had  been  suggested  by  Dr. 
Brennan  at  a  recent  seminar  in  the  College.  Records  would 
thus  be  kept  of  particular  drugs  and  all  prescriptions  would 
be  signed  for  by  the  doctor  who  regularly  supervised  the 
patient.  It  was  decided  to  forward  a  further  memorandum 
to  the  Department. 

The  Taoiseach  had  acknowledged  the  Council's  vote  of 
sympathy  on  the  death  of  the  former  Minister  for  Educa- 
tion, Mr.  O'Malley.  and  the  Private  Secretary  to  the 
Minister  for  Health  had  acknowledged  the  Council's  letter 
regarding  the  composition  of  the  proposed  Regional  Health 
Boards. 

Mr.  D.  Quigley  (Attorney  General's  office)  had  writ- 
ten stating  that  a  letter  from  the  Council  on  March  26  had. 
on  the  direction  of  the  Attorney  General,  who  shared  the 
concern  of  the  Council  and  thanked  them  for  bringing  the 
matter  to  his  attention,  been  forwarded  to  the  Department 
of  Justice  for  consideration. 

The  Council  had  told  the  Attorney  General  that  reports 
reaching  the  Society  in  recent  years  indicated  an  increased 
incidence  of  attempts  by  members  of  the  public  to  obtain 
supplies  of  habit-forming  drugs  and  controlled  preparations 
improperly  by  means  of  forged  prescriptions.  A  number 
of  specific  cases  had  been  reported  to  the  gardai  but  the 
Council  understood  that  no  action  could  be  taken  because 
present  law  relating  to  forgeries  referred  to  alterations 
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(a)  to  a  public  document  with  intent  to  deceive,  or  (b)  to 
any  other  document  with  intent  to  defraud.  Existing  foren- 
sic regulations  did  not  provide  any  basis  for  instituting 
court  proceedings. 

The  registrar  reported  that,  of  five  candidates  who  had 
sat  for  the  recent  Second  Professional  examination,  three 
had  passed. 

Mr.  V.  J.  Harte  and  Miss  Alice  Esmonde  (College 
academic  staff)  reported  on  the  recent  study  tour  of 
students  to  Amsterdam  University,  the  headquarters  of  the 
Netherlands  Society  of  Education,  a  hospital  pharmacy 
in  Utrecht  and  a  retail  pharmacy  in  Rotterdam.  The 
President  said  the  report  indicated  how,  in  comparison 
with  pharmacy  in  Holland,  Irish  pharmacy  was  still  in  a 
quagmire.  He  thanked  Miss  Esmonde  and  Mr.  Harte  for 
their  "wonderful"  report.  On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Miller 
it  was  agreed  to  forward  the  report  to  the  Practice  of 
Pharmacy  Committee.  A  report  was  also  received  on  the 
tour  from  Miss  Patricia  Cahill,  tour  secretary. 

The  Registrar  reported  the  deaths  of  Stanley  Savage, 
M.P.S.I.  and  Teresa  M.  Cleary,  Registered  Druggist. 

A  letter  from  Mrs.  Fox  (Committee  of  Women's  Societies 
and  Social  Workers)  said  she  had  been  impressed  by  the 
recent  seminar  on  poisons  legislation  and  the  organisation 
would  be  only  too  willing  to  help  the  Society  in  its  efforts 
to  have  proper  controls  exercised  over  the  sale  of  all 
medicines. 

A  letter  from  a  manufacturing  house  submitted  a  show- 
card  stating  "Your  Good  Health  is  the  Pharmacist's  Con- 
cern" and  hoping  the  Council  would  regard  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  card  among  pharmacies  as  an  ethical  approach. 

It  was  decided  to  thank  the  company  and  express  the 
hope  that  "the  ethical  card"  would  only  be  displayed  in 
premises  entitled  to  show  it. 

At  the  conclusion  of  what  had  been  a  lengthy  meeting. 
Mr.  O'Donnell  expressed  admiration  for  the  manner  in 
which  the  president  had  chaired  the  meeting  and  dealt 
with  many  problems  concerned  with  the  "frustrating  busi- 
ness of  furthering  pharmacy." 

The  names  of  the  following  were  restored  to  the  Register : 
Mary  E.  McCarthy  (nee  Crowley),  L.P.S.I.;  Joan  N.  McMahon, 
L. P.S.I,  and  Samuel  G.  Boyd,  Assistant. 

Granted  preliminary  registration  in  the  Pharmaceutical  Assis- 
tants' Preliminary  register  were  Violet  P.  Shaw,  Brownstown, 
Monasterboice,  co.  Louth ;  Anne  L.  Watters,  St.  Mary's,  Col- 
looney,  co.  Sligo  and  Rose  A.  O.  Moore,  Carranstown,  Duleek, 
co  Meath. 

The  following  were  nominated  for  membership :  Rosario 
Copps  (nee  Leahy),  L.P.S.I.,  Mallow,  co.  Cork;  Joan  N.  Mc- 
Mahon, L.P.S.L,  Black!  ock,  co.  Dublin;  Matlhew  Browne, 
L.P.S.I.,  Enniscorthy,  co.  Wexford;  Francis  E.  Burgess,  L.P.S.L, 
Ballsbridge,  Dublin,  4;  Jeremiah  F.  Long,  L.P.S.L,  O'Connell 
Street,  Dublin,  and  John  P.  McCluskey,  L.P.S.L,  Carrigallen, 
co.  Leitrim. 

The  following  changes  of  address  were  noted :  Mrs.  Mary 
B  O'Beirne,  L..S.L,  to  Provincial  Bank  House,  Kilkenny;  W. 
Counihan,  L.P.S.L,  to  Site  No.  8,  Industrial  Estate,  Waterford ; 
E.  J.  Hayes,  M.P.S.I.,  to  Grennan,  16  Churchtown  Road,  Dub- 
lin, 14;  M.  F.  Mockler,  M.P.S.I.,  to  2  Clontibret  House,  Carys- 
fort  Avenue,  Blackrock,  co.  Dublin. 

The  following  were  elected  to  membership:  Mary  P. 
Broderick,  L.P.S.L,  26  Mary  Street,  Limerick;  Ellen  M.  Buck- 
ley, L.P.S.L,  Listowel,  co.  Kerry;  P.  Cronin,  L.P.S.L,  Stillorgan, 
co.  Dublin;  Pauline  Fleming,  L.P.S.L,  Main  Street,  Roscom- 
mon; Canice  Flynn,  L.P.S.L,  Rathgar,  Dublin,  6;  P.  P.  Hayes, 
L.P.S.L,  Salthill,  co.  Galway;  M.  G.  Hennessy,  L.P.S.L,  Rath- 
keale,  co.  Limerick;  J.  J.  McEvoy,  Shercock,  co.  Cavan;  T.  K. 
O'Keeffe,  L.P.S.L,  Salthill,  co.  Galway;  Rayak  O.  Oshodi, 
L.P.S.L,  Cheshire,  England;  T.  Regan,  L.P.S.L,  Cong,  co. 
Mayo. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Benevolent  Fund  which  followed, 
grants  totalling  £115  were  passed  for  payment.  The  Com- 
mittee's thanks  were  extended  to  Limerick  Chemists'  Asso- 
ciation for  contributing  £200  (proceeds  of  a  dinner  and 
dance)  and  to  Cork  City  and  County  Chemists'  Association 
for  a  cheque  for  £167  10s.,  proceeds  of  a  dance. 

Tribute  was  paid  to  the  generosity  of  the  benefactors. 


From  Apothecary  to  Pharmacist— Series  2 

By  T.  D.  WHITTET,  B.SC,  PH.D.,  F.P.S.,  F.R.I.C.,  D.B.A. 

ALBANIA 

The  usual  word  for  an  apothecary,  pharmacist  or  chemist 
and  druggist  in  Albania  is  barnateur  and  for  a  pharmacy 
barnatore.  The  words  are  derived  from  bar  (plural  barna) 
a  herb  or  drug.  Other  words  for  drug  are  mjeksine  and 
farmaskos  (Turk  dialect).  The  word  barnateur  can  also 
mean  pharmaceutical.  Another  word  barnatori  can  mean 
the  sciences  of  pharmacy  or  pharmacology  or  a  pharma- 
copoeia. Mr.  Stuart  E.  Mann  (Department  of  Slavonic  and 
Eastern  European  Studies,  University  of  London,  has  in- 
formed me  that  only  one  dictionary  by  a  native  Albanian 
gives  the  word  apoteke  for  the  usual  barnatore.  An  alter- 
native to  barnatore  is  farmaci  or  farmacia  (the  pharmacy) 
a  recent  importation  from  Italy;  similarly  farmacist  may 
replace  barnateur.  Mr.  David  Floyd  (Daily  Telegraph)  sug- 
gests, from  observations  during  a  recent  visit  to  Albania, 
that  those  titles  are  becoming  more  popular. 


IPhoto  by  courtesy,  Mr.  David  Floyd. 


NEW  BOOKS 

'Analar'  Standards  for  Laboratory  Chemicals 

The  British  Drug  Houses,  Ltd.  (laboratory  chemicals 
division).  Poole.  Dorset,  and  Hopkins  &  Williams,  Ltd., 
Chadwell  Heath.  Essex.  8|  x  5}  in.  Pp.  x  +  633.  Sixth 
edition.  42s.  (plus  5s.  postage  on  single  copies). 
Much  expanded  since  the  fifth  edition,  published  in  1957, 
the  current  edition  of  Analar'  standards  contains  specifica- 
tions for  sixteen  additional  reagents,  whole  amyl  nitrite 
and  nitron  have  been  omitted.  Additional  tests  for  purity 
are  included  for  many  specifications,  and  impurity  limits  I 
have  been  made  more  stringent.  A  new  limit  test  for  nit- 
rate is  included.  Although  the  test  is  interfered  with  by 
certain  ions,  it  may  be  used  for  nitrate  estimations.  Preci- 
pitation from  homogeneous  solution  is  now  used  in  the 
analysis  of  copper  and  its  salts. 
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POISONS  LIST  AND  RULES 

New  proposals  concerning  quinine  and  boric  acid 


THE  Poisons  Board  has  submitted  new 
proposals  concerning  quinine  to  the 
Home  Secretary  and  has  had  second 
thoughts  on  borax  and  boric  acid.  The 
National  Health  Service  (Family  Plan- 
ning) Act  1967  has  made  it  necessary 
:o  consider  the  new  situation  concern- 
ing oral  contraceptives.  The  Board  has 
lotified  the  Home  Secretary  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

(1)  Borax;  boric  acid.  The  Board 
withdraws  its  recommendations  that 
>orax  and  boric  acid  should  be  in- 
:luded  in  Part  I  of  the  Poisons  List. 

The  Secretary  of  State  has  concurred 
tnd  Statutory  Instruments  in  respect 
)f  these  substances  will  not  now  be 
nade. 

(2)  Quinine.  The  Board  recommends 
hat  its  earlier  recommendation  in  re- 
pect  of  quinine  (see  C.  &  D.,  January 
\1,  p.  84)  should  be  modified  by 
xtension  of  the  exemptions  to  prepa- 
ations  containing  not  more  than  one 
ler  cent,  of  quinine. 

The  Secretary  of  State  is  consider- 
ng  the  new  recommendation  and  his 
ecision  will  be  announced  later,  mean- 
while, he  has  decided  that  the  recom- 
mendation will  not  in  any  case,  if  at  all, 
e  implemented  before  October  1. 


(3)  Oral  contraceptives.  The  Board 
recommends  that,  consequential  to  the 
National  Health  Service  (Family  Plan- 
ning) Act,  1967,  new  Poisons  Rules 
should  be  made  to  enable  medical 
practitioners,  local  authorities,  chari- 
ties and  other  organisations  maintaining 
a  dispensary  approved  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  under  section  20(4)  of 
the  Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act  1967, 
to  sell  or  supply  a  poison  in  the  form 
of  an  oral  contraceptive  otherwise  than 
when  required  as  a  medicine  for  the 
treatment  of  human  ailments;  in  the 
case  of  local  authorities,  charities  and 
approved  institutions,  the  new  Rules 
should  apply  conditions  similar  to 
those  contained  in  Rules  29(2),  29(4), 
31(2)  (a)  and  (b),  and  31(4). 

The  Secretary  of  State  has  accepted 
the  recommendation  and  proposes  to 
implement  it  by  Statutory  Instrument 
so  soon  as  possible. 

Borax  Producers'  Statement 

The  Rio  Tinto-Zinc  Corporation, 
Ltd.,  6  St.  James's  Square,  London, 
S.W.I,  commenting  on  the  Poisons 
Board*s  changed  recommendations  con- 
cerning borax  and  boric  acid  states: 
"This  comes  as  welcome  news  to  all 


concerned  with  the  manufacture  and 
use  of  preparations  containing  borax 
and  boric  acid.  From  time  to  time 
statements  have  been  made  that  these 
chemicals  might  be  dangerous.  A 
thorough  investigation,  conducted  with 
the  full  collaboration  of  the  industry, 
has  found  them  free  from  hazard  to 
health  if  correctly  used.  As  a  result, 
borated  products — both  cosmetic  and 
pharmaceutical  for  external  use — have 
been  given  a  clean  bill  of  health.  In 
this  modern  age,  when  so  many  chemi- 
cals are  under  suspicion,  it  is  good  to 
know  that  a  specific  case  can  be 
thoroughly  and  impartially  investigated 
and  that  no  restriction  on  sale  is 
necessary."  [Borax  Consolidated,  Ltd., 
is  a  subsidiary  of  Borax  (Holdings), 
Ltd.,  a  member  of  the  RTZ  group]. 

QUEEN'S  AWARD 
1968  Winners 

TWO  pharmaceutical  companies  that 
received  the  Queen's  Award  to  In- 
dustry in  1967  have  again  been 
honoured.  Glaxo  Laboratories,  Ltd., 
Greenford,  Middlesex,  are  cited  for 
pharmaceuticals,  vaccines  and  infant 
foods,  and  for  the  third  consecutive 
year  Imperial  Chemical  Industries, 
Ltd.,  gain  the  Award  both  for  exports 
and  for  technology.  The  export  award 
was  earned  by  the  pharmaceuticals 
division,  Macclesfield,  Ches,  in  the 
field  of  human  and  veterinary  medi- 
cines, and  the  technology  award,  by 
the  Mond  division.  Runcorn.  Ches. 
and  the  dyestuffs  division,  Manches- 
ter, for  technological  innovation  in 
the  synthesis  and  manufacture  of  her- 
bicides. Smith  &  Nephew  Plastics, 
Ltd.,  Hull,  gain  an  award  for  techno- 
logical innovation  in  the  production 
of  elastics  nets  by  that  company  at 
Hull  and  Welwyn  Garden  City  and  by 
Smith  &  Nephew  Research,  Ltd., 
liarlow,  Essex. 

Other  companies  that  have  gained 
export  awards  include  Alginate  Indus- 
tries, Ltd.,  Girran  Ayrshire  (Chemi- 
cals); Atlas  Lighting,  Ltd.,  London, 
W.C.2  (lighting  equipment);  W.  &  R. 
Balston,  Ltd.,  Maidstone,  Kent  (filter 
papers  and  chromatographic  media); 
the  elecron-probe  division  of  Cam- 
bridge Scientific  Instruments,  Ltd., 
Cambridge  (electron  microscopes  and 
*-ray  analysers);  Gale  Cosmetic  Group, 
Surbiton,  Surrey  (cosmetics);  the 
Rank  Taylor-Hobson  division,  Leices- 
ter, of  Rank  Organisation,  Ltd.  (optical 
and  precision  engineering  products), 
and  Q.V.F.,  Ltd.,  Stock-on-Trent  (che- 
mical plant  in  glass). 

Total  number  of  awards  is  eight- 
five,  as  in  1967,  but  citations  have  for 
export  achievement  alone  increased  to 
sixty  (1967,  forty-eight)  and  decreased 
to  seventeen  for  technological  innova- 
tion alone  (1967,  twenty-eight).  Eight 
awards  have  been  made  for  achieve- 
ment in  both  fields  (1967,  nine).  Clos- 
ing date  for  applications  for  the  1969 
awards  is  October  31. 

N.H.S.  STATISTICS 

In  Bath  during  December  1967, 
49,144  prescriptions  (30,575  forms)  were 
dispensed  at  a  total  cost  of  £27,459, 
an  average  of  134.10d.  per  prescription. 


NATIONAL  PHARMACEUTICAL  UNION 


March  meeting  of 

VHEN  the  Executive  Committee  of 
le  National  Pharmaceutical  Union 
let  in  London  on  March  26  and  27, 
!4r.  H.  G.  Moss  (chairman)  reported 
pon  the  Union's  continuing  activity 
i  relation  to  the  passage  of  the  Medi- 
nes  Bill  through  Parliament.  There 
ad  been  an  exchange  of  notes  with 
spresentatives  of  the  Society's  Coun- 
1  on  progress  in  making  representa- 
ons  about  membership  of  the  Medi- 
nes  Commission;  manufacture  in 
harmacies  and  breaking  of  bulk;  regu- 
lition  of  dealings  in  medicinal  pro- 
jucts;  registration  of  premises  with 
gard  to  (a)  changes  of  ownership  and 
))  sale  of  general  sale  list  products; 
spection  and  control  of  hospital  and 
3ctor  dispensaries,  disqualification  of 
harmacy  premises  for  grave  hygiene 
[fences;  and  the  distribution  of  stan- 
ard  promotional  information. 

rice  Maintenance 

Information  collected  by  A.  C.  Niel- 
n  Co.  and  a  memorandum  from  the 
roprietary  Association  of  Great  Bri- 
in  about  the  likely  effects,  on  phar- 
acy  and  the  public,  of  abolishing 
"ice  maintenance  on  proprietary  medi- 
nes  were  considered.  A  statement  of 
'idence  in  the  cosmetic /perfumery 
ise  had  been  prepared  [but  see  p.  365 
Editor]  and  a  statement  on  medi- 
nes  would  be  drawn  up  for  considera- 
)n  at  the  next  meeting. 
It  was  decided  to  consider  modify- 
g  the  way  in  which  the  Union's 
larmacy  Planning  Department  func- 
)ned.  Work  had  increased  in  volume 

such  an  extent  that  the  whole  future 
>erations  of  the  department  needed  to 

re-examined. 

Mr.    J.    W.    Tristram  (chairman, 


Executive  Committee 

Finance  Committee)  reported  that  no 
way  had  yet  been  found  of  devising 
a  computer-service  scheme  for  mem- 
bers' accounts  that  would  not  involve 
them  in  unjustifiable  additional  work. 

The  chairman  of  the  Business  Ser- 
vices Committee  (Mr.  T.  G.  Anwyl) 
reported  a  good  response  to  the 
new  scheme  for  supplying  printed 
Sellotape  through  the  N.P.U.  Four 
styles  were  available  on  two  tape 
colours,  with  the  N.P.U.  carboy  sym- 
bol as  a  free  optional  extra.  The  So- 
ciety's new  Poisons  and  T.S.A.  Guide 
would  be  offered  to  members.  The 
"holiday  needs"  customer  reminder 
card  would  be  supplied  to  members 
free  for  a  second  year;  a  leaflet  version 
for  distribution  over  the  counter  would 
be  offered  at  attractive  rates. 

It  was  agreed  to  supply  annually 
with  each  year's  supplement  index  a 
simple  folder  in  which  back  numbers 
could  be  kept  for  reference  purposes. 

The  new  style  of  programme  adopted 
for  staff-training  conferences  had 
proved  successful  and  would  be  ad- 
hered to  for  the  next  series  in  Scot- 
land in  May. 

At  the  close  of  the  meeting  the  three 
retiring  members  (Messrs.  Moss  (chair- 
man); Tristram  (treasurer)  and  Brockle- 
hurst  (immediate  past-chairman)  each 
took  the  opportunity  to  express  their 
appreciation  to  the  staff,  particularly 
the  secretary  (Mr.  J.  Wright)  for  the 
help  and  assistance  they  had  given 
over  many  years. 

New  Officers 

Mr.  Cecil  Jacobs,  Leicester,  has  been 
elected  Chairman  of  the  Executive 
Committee.  Mr.  John  Reed,  South 
Shields,  is  the  new  Vice-chairman, 
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Pharmacy  in  Holland 

PROBLEMS  AND  ACHIEVEMENTS  SEEN  BY  BRITISH  PHARMACISTS 


At  left,  part  of  the  dispensary  of  Mr.  Donkers's  pharmacy.  Oss.  The  photograph  was  taken  from 
a  balcony.  The  space  above  the  dispensary  is  unrestricted  to  the  windowed  roof  two  floors  up 
providing  light  and  airiness  for  the  workers.  The  frontage  of  the  pharmacy  (right)  demonstrates 
the  modern  and  clinical  style  of  the  business. 


ABOUT  80  per  cent,  of  the  popular 
medicines  bought  in  Holland  are  sold 
by  drug  stores  and  grocers  and  1,500 
health  service  doctors  supply  medicines 
for  their  own  patients.  Those  two  prob- 
lems that  face  pharmacists  in  Holland 
were  soon  evident  to  British  pharma- 
cists taking  part  in  the  study-tour  of 
the  Netherlands  organised  by  the  Insti- 
tute of  Pharmacy  Management,  April 
15-19  (see  C.  &  D.,  April  20,  p.  343). 

During  their  stay  members  had  an 
opportunity  to  see  pharmacy  as  prac- 
tised in  two  retail  establishments,  in  a 
large  teaching  hospital,  in  manufacture 
and  in  wholesaling.  They  also  heard 
how  the  health  service  operates  and 
about  the  foundations  of  the  Royal 
Dutch  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Country's  Health  Service 

As  long  ago  as  1865  legislation  in 
Holland  called  for  State  supervision  in 
matters  of  public  health.  In  the  provi- 
sion of  medical  care,  private  initiative 
had  always  played  an  important  part, 
and  by  1940  voluntary  sickness  in- 
surance schemes  covered  half  the  popu- 
lation. In  1941,  when  a  compulsory 
health  service  was  introduced,  they 
remained  the  pivot  of  the  organisation, 
though  they  were  not  financially  sup- 
ported by  either  State  or  local  autho- 
rity funds.  The  service  is  operated 
today  by  100  private  companies  and 
covers  four-fifths  of  the  population 
(persons  whose  earnings  exceed  a  speci- 
fied level  may  contract  out  of  the 
scheme).  Employer  and  employee  pay 
equal  contributions,  which  cover,  how- 
ever, only  the  cost  of  medical  care: 
they  do  not  include  social-security  pay- 
ments. Almost  all  the  6,700  doctors  in 
the  country  (one  doctor  per  1,750  popu- 
lation) accept  health-service  patients 
and  they  are  supervised  by  "controlling 
doctors"  employed  by  the  sick  funds. 
Drugs  from  an  "approved  list"  are  sup- 
plied free  provided  that  the  prescrip- 
tion has  first  been  approved  by  one 
of  the  local  "controlling  doctors."  Some 
limitation  is  imposed  on  length  of  stay 
in  a  hospital,  but  medical  and  phar- 
maceutical benefits  are  not  restricted. 
The  pharmacist  is  paid  from  insurance 
funds.  In  many  respects,  therefore,  the 
organisation  resembles  the  schemes 
operated  in  Great  Britain  by  the 
friendly  societies  before  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  National  Health  Service. 

Retail  Pharmacy 

Fewer  than  900  pharmacies  serve  a 
population  of  about  12  million  (aver- 
age: one  per  13,000  population).  Pro- 
portionately there  are  at  least  five  times 
as  many  pharmacists  in  Great  Britain 
as  there  are  in  the  Netherlands.  Only 
licensed  pharmacies  are  allowed  to 
handle  drugs  that  contain  scheduled 
poisons,  but  3,750  drug  stores  are  each 
controlled  by  a  "qualified  man*'  (not  a 
pharmacist),  while  the  doctors  employ 
1,500  dispensers.  Most  technical  tasks 
in  the  pharmacy  are  undertaken  by 
assistants.  The  pharmacist's  function 
thus  is  purely  professional,  and  it  is 
hardl>  surprising  that  membership  of 


the  Royal  Dutch  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  which  is  voluntary,  numbers 
only  about  1,050. 

The  "assistants"  or  "technicians"  are 
mostly  women.  They  are  recruited 
mainly  from  high  schools  and  have  a 
two-year  training  under  pharmacists  be- 
fore sitting  for  an  examination.  The 
assistant  is  legally  responsible  for  the 
work  she  undertakes  and  she — not  the 
proprietor — shoulders  the  blame  for 
any  mistake  she  makes  in  her  dispens- 
ing. For  any  deficiency  in  the  standard 
of  material  used  the  pharmacist  is  cul- 
pable, even  though  he  may  have  bought 
it  in  good  faith  from  the  manufacturer 
(there  is  no  "warranty"  defence,  and 
that  has  placed  great  emphasis  on  the 
study  of  analytical  chemistry  during  a 
pharmacist's  training  and  on  the  need 
to  be  equipped  with  expensive  scientific 
apparatus.  The  tourists  saw  two  retail 
pharmacies.  First — one  of  the  oldest 
established  in  the  country — was  that 
of  Dr.  J.  H.  M.  Winters,  Delft;  the 
second  that  of  Apotheek  Donkers  at 
Oss  in  South  Holland — possibly  the 
most  modern  in  the  country.  Dr. 
Winters  explained  that  90  per  cent,  of 
the  turnover  in  his  pharmacy  came 
from  prescriptions.  Sick  fund  mem- 
bers registered  not  only  with  a  doctor 
but  with  a  pharmacy.  Payment  for  the 
prescriptions  was  made  at  cost  price 
plus  a  fee  to  cover  overheads  and  a 
capitation  fee  (about  10s  a  year)  for 
each  person  registered  at  the  pharmacy. 
Dr.  Winters's  own  "panel"  amounted 
to  10,000,  and  he  also  dispensed  for  a 
nearby  hospital  of  300  beds.  Together 
with  his  pharmacist  daughter,  nine 
technicians  and  a  number  of  pupils, 


they  dispensed  about  350  presecriptions 
a  day,  30  per  cent,  of  the  material  be- 
ing prepared  by  themselves  on  the  pre- 
mises. Powders  were  a  popular  form 
of  medicine,  large  quantities  being  pre- 
scribed. A  machine  was  in  use  that 
divided  bulk  powder  into  the  requisite 
number  of  doses,  wrapped  and  folded 
them.  The  Winters  pharmacy  shows 
how  well  the  old  traditions  of  Dutch 
pharmacy  are  being  blended  into 
twentieth-century  professionalism. 

The  A  potheek  Donkers,  which  was 
visited  on  the  afternoon  of  April  17, 
has  been  described  as  the  most  modern 
in  the  country,  having  been  rebuilt  in 
1967.  Patients  registered  with  the  phar- 
macy total  20,000,  and  between  600 
and  800  prescriptions  are  dispensed 
daily.  A  staff  of  eighteen  includes  two 
pharmacists  and  twelve  technicians;  70 
per  cent,  of  the  prescriptions  now  call 
for  specialities. 

Hospital  Pharmacy 

So  recently  as  1930  only  ten  pharma- 
cists were  employed  in  hospital  prac- 
tice in  Holland.  In  1958,  when  legisla- 
tion made  the  employment  of  phar- 
macists compulsory  in  hospitals  with 
more  than  300  beds,  the  number  rose 
to  about  sixty.  Pharmacists  are  in 
charge  of  all  sterile  units  and  of  all 
processes  of  disinfection  at  the  hospi- 
tal. They  conduct  courses  for  the  nurs- 
ing staff  and  act  as  advisers  on  drugs 
to  the  doctors.  In  a  large  hospital  a 
pharmacist  may  register  as  a  hospital 
pharmacist  after  working  for  a  period 
of  two  years  under  the  supervision  of 
a  registered  colleague.  In  smaller  hos- 
pitals, he  may  become  registered  by 
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/orking  for  three  years  under  the 
irection  of  a  colleague  in  a  neigh- 
ouring  hospital  or  by  presenting  a 
uitable  thesis.  A  candidate  for  ap- 
ointment  as  chief  pharmacist  must 
ave  completed  two  years'  successful 
ork  in  pharmacy  after  registration, 
i  social  position  he  is  equal  to  the 
athologist  or  bacteriologist. 

i  Hospital  Pharmacy  Expands 

The  pharmacy  of  the  Municipal  and 
Jniversity  Hospital,  Utrecht,  was  visi- 
d  during  the  evening  of  April  16.  The 
arty  was  received  by  Professor  and 
4rs.  P.  Sorgdrager  and  members  of 
he  pharmacy  staff.  Professor  Sorg- 
irager  is  chief  pharmacist  and  pro- 
sssor  of  pharmacy  at  the  University, 
le  described  the  layout  of  the  pre- 
lises  which,   in  the  past  two  years, 
ave  been  ingeniously  expanded.  The 
ospital  built  in  1870,  has  1,000  beds, 
nd  the  dispensary  needed  expansion 
cater  for  them.  Little  extra  floor 
pace  was.  however,  available,  but  as 
le  hospital  had  high  ceilings  it  was  de- 
ided  to  use  the  wasted  space  to  build 
mezzanine  floor,  which  now  houses 
laboratory,  library,  recreation  rooms 
nd  an  office.  Basement  space  had  been 
ebled  but  there  was  still  need  for 
[lore  room  for  the  sterilisation  and 
rattle-washing  sections,  he  said.  Medi- 
ines    supplied    by    the  department 
ost  £180,000   a   year,   excluding  in- 
ruments    and    dressings  (antibiotics 
30,000;  anaesthetics  £8,000;  radioiso- 
jpes  £10,000  and  laboratory  chemicals 
20,000).  In  1967  the  department  pro- 
uced  70,000  perfusion  liquids  in  500- 
hd  1,000-mil  containers;  45,000  smal- 
containers    of    sterile  solutions, 
0,000  ampoules,  1  million  tablets  and 
,000  kilos  of  ointments. 
Its  staff  of  thirty-five  includes  two 
harmacists,  two  analysts,  fifteen  tech- 
icians,  twelve  pharmacy  helpers  and 
jur  administrators.  Prescriptions  are 
ept  for  six  years  (for  twenty  years  if 
pey    include    narcotics).    By  coding 
^incipal  drugs  into  twelve  therapeutic 
roups    it    has    become    possible  to 
pportion  quickly  costs  of  90  per  cent, 
f  the  drugs  used.  A  committee  is  cur- 
ntly  trying  to  co-ordinate  code  num- 
ers  for  the  whole  country. 


Part  of  the  dispensary  at  the  hospital  in  Utrecht 

Industry 

In  most  countries  the  pharmaceutical 
industry  has  developed  as  an  offshoot 
of  the  chemical  or  dyestuffs  industry, 
but  in  the  Netherlands  it  has  been 
closely  linked  with  the  country's  colonial 
trade.  Imports  of  cinchona  and  quil- 
laia  barks  and  a  range  of  medicinal 
plants  from  the  East  Indies  gave  the 
Dutch  pharmaceutical  industry  a  vir- 
tual monopoly  in  tropical  medicines. 
Most  other  drugs  were  imported,  but 
after  the  loss  of  its  colonial  empire 
the  industry  expanded  out  of  all  recog- 
nition. About  thirty  of  the  country's 
200  pharmaceutical  manufacturers  pro- 
duce 80  per  cent,  of  the  industry's 
output  and  account  for  90  per  cent, 
of  its  exports.  A  sum  equivalent  to 
about  10  per  cent,  of  turnover  is  in- 
vested in  research  and  about  4,000  pro- 
ducts are  made.  Home  production  has 
multiplied  five  times  during  the  past 
five  years,  and  imported  medicines  now 
account  for  only  one-quarter  of  the 
annual  national  consumption.  More 
than  60  per  cent,  of  the  industry's 
total  output  is  exported. 


letween  600  and  800  prescriptions  daily  are  collected  from  the  reception  area  of  Mr.  Donkers's 
tharmacy  here  illustrated. 


showing  also  the  recently  huilt  mezzanine  floor. 

Photo:  H.  van  der  Veer 

To  see  the  industrial  pharmacist  in 
action  members  were  invited  to  visit 
the  Organon  factory  at  Oss  in  South 
Holland.  The  company  (parent  of  Or- 
ganon Laboratories  Ltd.,  in  the  United 
Kingdom),  is  the  largest  pharmaceuti- 
cal producer  in  Holland  and  second 
largest  division  of  N.V.  Koninklijke 
Zout-Organon  which  has  interests  also 
in  food,  chemicals,  household  goods 
and  cosmetics.  Of  the  2,000  employees 
at  Oss  about  150  have  a  university  de- 
gree and  twenty  are  physicians.  Seventy 
per  cent,  of  output  is  exported.  The 
pharmaceutical  company  was  founded 
in  1923  after  Mr.  S.  van  Zwanenberg, 
a  meat  trader  and  slaughterer,  had  met 
Dr.  E.  Laquer,  then  recent  appointed 
professor  of  pharmacology,  University 
of  Amsterdam,  who  was  interested  in 
the  study  of  hormones  but  prevented 
by  limited  resources  and  lack  of  raw 
material  from  making  the  progress  he 
wished.  Mr.  Zwanenberg  offered  both 
the  apparatus  and  raw  material.  At 
that  time  such  open  collaboration  be- 
tween science  and  industry  was  new 
to  Europe  and  came  in  for  much  criti- 
cism. In  1953  it  gained  official  ack- 
nowledgement by  grant  to  the  com- 
pany of  title  "Royal"  in  1953,  Mr. 
Zwanenberg  receiving  in  1955  an 
honorary  degree  of  the  University  of 
Utrecht. 

At  the  factory  the  party,  an  hour- 
and-a-half  late  by  reason  of  a  traffic 
jam,  was  met  by  Professor  J.  Polder- 
man,  formerly  head  and  now  consul- 
tant of  the  pharmaceutical  research 
department  and  professor  of  techni- 
cal pharmacy,  University  of  Leiden,  and 
by  Messrs.  W.  P.  Neathercoat  (home 
sales  manager,  Organon  Laboratories  in 
U.K.),  and  D.  H.  W.  Everse,  who  had 
made  many  of  the  arrangements  for 
the  tour.  Professor  Polderman 
briefly  outlined  the  education  of  a 
pharmacist  in  Holland.  It  takes  about 
eight  years  of  study — longer  than  any- 
where else  except  Finland.  Most  newly 
qualified  went  into  general  practice. 
The  system  had  the  drawback  of  com- 
pelling the  student  to  make  up  his 
mind  on  leaving  high  school.  Students 
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could  not  switch  subjects  later.  Dispen- 
sing was  mainly  done  by  technicians, 
leaving  the  pharmacist  to  concentrate 
on  analysis  (increasingly  biological 
analysis). 

More  vacancies  were  now  occurring 
for  pharmacists  in  hospitals  and  indus- 
try and  the  professor  thought  there 
would  have  to  be  a  reduction  in  the 


qualifying  time  to  meet  the  demand. 
No  special  diploma  existed  for  the 
industrial  pharmacist  but  the  Univer- 
sity of  Leiden  now  arranged  a  six- 
month  course  in  the  subject. 

Wholesaling 

Pharmaceutical  wholesaling  in  Hol- 
land is  well  organised  said  Mr.  R.  F. 
Armbrust  (president  of  O.P.G.,  a 
wholesaling  co-operative  based  at 
Utrecht  and  with  branches  throughout 
the  country).  O.P.G.  has  a  100  per 
cent,  membership  of  retail  pharma- 
cists. Shares  may  be  bought  accord- 
ing to  purchases.  Of  the  nominal  share 
capital  of  30  million  guilders  5  mil- 
lion is  issued.  Most  of  the  profits  are 
ploughed  back.  New  premises  opened 
four  years  ago  at  a  cost  of  1  million 
guilders  were  shown  to  the  visitors. 
The  producers'  organisation  is  Nepro- 
pharm.  Importers  and  agents  have  their 
own  association:  B.I. P. A. 

Question  Time 

Under  the  chairmanship  of  the  In- 
stitute's president  (Professor  Rowson) 
a  discussion  was  held  after  dinner 
on  April  17  on  board  the  visitors' 
vessel-cum-hotel.  The  panel  included 
Professors  Sorgdrager  and  Polderman 
and  Messrs  Armbrust,  Hollander  and 
Nieukuke  (the  last  named  the  presi- 
dent of  Nepropharm  whose  members, 
he  said,  accounted  for  90  per  cent,  of 
the  country's  pharmaceutical  exports). 
Mr.  Hollander  (also  of  Nepro- 
pharm), who  spoke  as  an  expert  on  the 
Common  Market,  was  "not  very  opti- 
mistic" about  the  prospects  of  harmoni- 
sing the  various  systems  of  the  member 
countries.  Agreement  appeared  difficult, 
and  one  resolution  adopted  four  years 
ago  had  even  now  not  been  applied. 
Mr.  Armbrust  dealt  with  the  difficul- 
ties for  Dutch  pharmacists  of  changing 
from  extemporaneous  dispensing  to 
specialities.  He  believed  doctors  would 
come  to  rely  more  and  more  on  phar- 
macists for  information  about  new 
preparations.  Professor  Polderman 
said  it  was  hoped  that  the  educational 
system  would  soon  be  changed  to 
provide  a  basic  study  with  oppor- 
tunity to  continue  in  science  by  taking 
a  degree  with  a  further  two  years  for 
a  doctorate  for  those  who  wished  fur- 
ther specialisation.  To  a  question 
whether  there  was  a  list  of  poisons  that 


could  be  supplied  by  "druggists,"  the 
replies  indicated  that  most  of  the  items 
restricted  under  British  law  to  phar- 
macists were  similarly  restricted  in 
Holland,  but  by  "self  discipline."  The 
Government  had  taken  over  the  list, 
and  a  Bill  that  had  been  published  was 
expected  to  be  made  mandatory  within 
six  months.  Profit  margins  on  speciali- 


ties, said  Mr.  Armbrust,  were  from 
22  to  30  per  cent.  In  dispensing  there 
was  also  a  handling  fee  (usually  from 
ninepence  to  3s.  per  item,  "depending 
on  the  time  taken").  There  was  no 
official  price  control;  wholesalers  got 
15-16  per  cent.  The  pharmacist  could 
not  prescribe  but  could  "sell  an  ar- 
ticle." No  out-patient  dispensing  was 
done  by  hospitals,  said  Professor 
Sorgdragea.  The  patient  took  the 
prescription  to  his  pharmacist.  Poison- 
ing cases,  another  questioner  was  told, 
numbered  on  average  two  a  day.  Most 
students  paid  for  their  education  said 
Professor  Polderman,  but  about 
30  per  cent,  got  a  government  grant 
towards  the  costs,  depending  on  the 
parents'  income.  The  number  of  tech- 
nicians that  could  be  employed  was  re- 
stricted "because  they  weren't  avail- 
able." A  technician  starting  at  eighteen 
years  of  age  received  £40  a  month, 
rising  to  £80;  he  took  his  turn  at  night 
duty. 

Royal  Dutch  Pharmaceutical  Society 

The  headquarters  of  the  Royal 
Dutch  Pharmaceutical  Society 
(K.N.M.P.)  at  The  Hague  were  visited 
during  the  morning  of  April  18.  The 
premises  have  been  completely  re- 
modelled and  extended  and  were  due 
to  be  officially  opened  on  April  22. 
Dr.  Winters,  as  president  of  the  So- 
ciety, said  the  services  that  were  pro- 
vided for  its  members  included  the 
issue  of  information  cards  on  new 
medicaments;  collecting  information 
on  items  known  to  have  caused  poison- 
ing, and  on  their  antidotes;  testing  pro- 
ducts from  pharmacies  to  see  that  they 
complied  with  their  label  (as  in  the 
Birmingham  scheme);  analysing  items 
for  members  and  wholesalers  (for  the 
latter  mostly  biological  tests  on  bulk 
and  finished  products).  A  voluntary 
control  of  pharmacies  was  run  by  the 
Society.  A  problem  in  Holland,  as  in 
England,  was  the  dispensing  doctor. 
Any  doctor  newly  starting  up  could 
not  now  dispense  if  a  pharmacy  was 
within  three  miles  of  his  surgery,  but 
anyone  who  was  already  dispensing 
when  the  law  became  effective  a  few 
years  ago  was  permitted  to  continue 
"for  life."  It  was  essential,  where  a 
big  estate  was  built,  to  make  provision 
for  a  pharmacy  so  that,  when  about 
10,000   people    had   moved    in,  they 


would  be  able  to  get  their  medicines 
from  the  pharmacist.  The  Society, 
through  a  registered  company,  reserved 
the  site  and,  at  the  appropriate  time, 
offered  it  to  members  on  a  waiting 
list.  Fee  for  membership  of  the  So- 
ciety depended  on  the  size  of  the 
business.  It  varied  from  £23  to  £330. 
Members  not  in  business  (say  a  hospi- 
tal pharmacist)  paid  £7  10s  a  year. 

The  cruiser  "Lady  Anne."  moored  at 
different  centres  on  most  evenings,  and 
spent  the  last  at  Rotterdam.  At  a  ban- 
quet held  on  board  a  number  of 
Dutch  colleagues  who  had  previously 
been  hosts  were  guests  of  honour.  Miss 
M.  A.  Burr,  proposing  a  toast  to  the 
Institute,  said :  "We  have  been  very 
inspired  in  Holland."  The  President 
(Professor  Rowson),  said  in  his  re- 
sponse that  he  brought  greetings  from 
the  pharmacy  students  in  Britain,  who 
had  been  meeting  in  Bradford  during 
the  previous  week.  The  study-tour  had 
been  "of  great  moment  to  us.  Just 
think  what  could  happen  if  the  14,000 
general-practice  pharmacists  in  Britain 
could,  like  their  Dutch  colleagues, 
practised  self-discipline."  Mr.  H.  W. 
Tomski  (secretary)  proposed  "The 
Guests,"  Professor  Polderman  re- 
plying. Mr.  A.  G.  M.  Madge,  as  social 
organiser,  had  earlier  acknowledged 
the  help  received  from  Organon 
through  Mr.  Everse. 

Next  study-tour  is  proposed  to  be  to 
the  Canary  Islands,  November  13-26. 
1969,  aboard  the  ship  "Black  Prince." 

OVERSEAS  NEWS 

ARGENTINA 

Child  Death  from  Drugs 

After  taking  antidepressive  tablets  two- 
boys,  aged  three  and  four,  were 
admitted  to  hospital  in  La  Plata,  about 
forty  miles  from  Buenos  Aires.  One 
later  died.  The  drug  responsible  is 
understood  to  have  been  a  proprietary 
preparation,  Uxan. 

PAKISTAN 

"Taming"  the  Tree  Olive 

Seedlings  from  commercial  olive  trees 
in  the  Mediterranean  area,  bought  with 
$6,000  provided  by  the  Freedom-from- 
Hunger  Campaign,  were  sent  in  rec- 
ently, to  north-west  Pakistan  to  be 
grafted  on  to  the  local  wild  unproduc- 
tive trees.  The  seeds  will  be  multiplied 
at  the  Rawalpini  Experimental  Station, 
transplanted  to  local  nurseries  and  then 
grafted  to  trees  on  3,000  hectares  and 
interplanted  with  local  seedlings. 

UNITED  STATES 

Meprobamate  Control  Delayed 

The  United  States  government  has 
stayed  an  order  bringing  the  tran- 
quillising  drug  meprobamate  under  the 
Drug  Abuse  Control  Amendments, 
1965,  it  was  announced  in  the  Federal 
Register  on  March  1.  Control  was  to 
have  become  effective  from  March  5. 
The  Food  and  Drug  Administration 
granted  the  delay  at  the  request  of  Wal- 
lace Laboratories,  a  division  of  Carter- 
Wallace,  Inc.,  Cranbury,  New  Jersey, 
which  was  expected  to  seek  judicial  re- 
view by  the  U.S.  Court  of  Appeals  of 
the  F.D.A.  decision  that  the  drug  is 
subject  to  abuse. 


Part  of  the  Organon  pharmaceutical  plant  at  Oss  pictured  by  night. 
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TRADE  REPORT 


The  prices  given  are  those  obtained  by 
charges  have  to  be  added  whereby  values 

London,   April   24:    Trading  was 
jsubdued  in  all  sectors  during  the  past 
week  and  most  price   movements  in 
Crude   Drugs   were   in   an  upward 
direction  because  of  stock  scarcities. 
Both  Cape  and  Curacao  Aloes  were 
dearer  by  5s.  or  10s.  per  cwt.  Some 
I  types  of  Ginger  were  also  marked  up, 
[while  the  Nigerian  split  was  not  offered 
[from  origin.   Chinese   Menthol  was 
[one  shilling  per  lb.   up  for  in-bond 
[material,  but  Brazilian  was  easier  by 
1  threepence   per   lb.   Canada  balsam, 
[Cascara  and  Peruvian  Cochineal  were 
[other  commodities  to  show  a  rise.  In- 
[dian  Valerian  fell  by  10s.  to  15s.  per 
[cwt.  A  good  crop  of  Tinnevelly  Senna 
[is  expected  this  year,  as  rain  has  been 
[falling  on  the  growing  areas,  accord- 
ling  to  a  report  from  Tuticorin.  Ship- 
Iments  of  leaves  and  pods  from  that 
(port  during  March  were: 


importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  or  original  packages, 
are  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  receive  the  goods  into  stock. 


Various 


SSenna 
Leaves 
Pods 


U.K.  U.S.A. 
Tons  Tons 
6  7 


Europe 
Tons 
50 
2 


Brazilian  Peppermint  was  a  few 
pence  lower  per  lb.  but  prices  from 
[other  sources  were  held  at  previous 
[levels.  Elsewhere  in  Essential  Oils 
[Madagascar  Clove  leaf  was  cleared 
[on  the  spot.  Anise  was  sixpence  per 
[lb.  lower  for  shipment,  but  Eucalyp- 
[rus  was  firmer. 

Although  Citric  acid  was  increased 
[at  the  beginning  of  April  most  manu- 
facturers have  not  yet  put  up  their 
[citrate  prices,  they  are  however 
[known  to  be  looking  at  the  position 
pnd  higher  schedules  can  be  expected 
isoon. 

Pharmaceutical  Chemicals 

Aneurine. — hydrochloride  (per  kilo) 
n  1-kilo  lots,  96s.  6d.;  10-99  kilos,  94s.  6d. 
3er  kilo.  The  mononitrate  is  100s.  and 
)8s.  for  similar  quantities. 

Ascorbic  acid. — (Per  kilo)  1-kilo,  32s.  9d.; 
>-kilos,  29s.;  50-kilos,  28s.  6d.  Coated  is 
s.  6d.  more  and  Sodium  ascorbate  5s.  6d. 
nore  than  the  acid. 

Calciferol. — 1-kilo  lots  are  from  2s.  7|d. 
)er  gm.  in  standard  packages. 

Calcium  pantothenate. — 92s.  6d.  per 
cilo  for  1  to  9  kilo  lots. 

P-Carotene. — Suspension  20  per  cent. 
134s.  6d.  kilo. 

Cyanocobalamin.  —  100-gm.  lots  are 
52s.  6d.  per  gm. 

Folic  acid. — b.p.  and  u.s.p.,  1-kilo  lots, 
£16  10s.  per  kilo. 

Hydroxocobalamin. — For  100-gm.  lots, 
105s.  per  gm. 

Inositol. — 1-kilo,  100s.;  10  kilos,  90s.  per 
cilo. 

Menaphthone. — (100-kilo  lots),  b.p.  112s. 
aerkilo;  acetomenaphthone,  b.p.  122s.  6d.; 
water-soluble  (menadione  sodium  bisul- 
phite), 78s.  per  kilo  for  100-kilo  lots. 
I  Nicotinamide. — (Per  kilo).  1-kilo,  32s.; 
10-100  kilos,  29s. 

Nicotinic  acid. — 1-kilo,  26s.  6d.;  10-100 
kilos,  23s.  6d.  per  kilo. 

Z>-Panthenol. — 1  to  9  kilos,  182s.  per 
[cilo;  10  kilos,  172s.  per  kilo. 

Pyridoxine. — (Per  kilo)  1-kilo,  176s.  6d.; 
0-kilos,  171s.  6d.;  25-kilos,  169s. 


Riboflavine.  —  1-kilo,  176s.;  10-kilos, 
171s.  6d. 

Sodium  pantothenate. — Per  kilo,  105s. 
for  1-  to  9-kilo  lots. 

Tartaric  acid. — (In  bags),  1-ton  lots, 
342s.  per  cwt.;  5-19  cwt.,  351s.;  1  cwt., 
356s.  If  supplied  in  drums  add  8s.  cwt. 

Vitamin  A. — acetate  and  palmitate  up 
to  10,000  m.i.u.  2|d.  per  m.i.u.;  10-50,000 
m.i.u.  2-}d. 

Vitamin  D.  —  Powder  for  tableting, 
850,000  i.u.  per  gm.  125s.  per  kilo;  in  oil, 
1  million  i.u.  per  gm.  67s.  6d.  per  kilo  for 
100,000  m.i.u.  Crystalline;  see  under  calci- 
ferol. D  in  oil  (1  mega  per  gm.),  threepence 
per  mega  for  less  than  100-gm.  ampoule. 

Vitamin  E. — (Kilo)  Tocopheryl  acetate, 
292s.  6d.;  10-kilos,  287s.  6d.  25  per  cent, 
dry  powder  10-kilos,  108s. 


Crude  Drugs 

-Spanish  napellus,  4s.  3d. 


lb. 


Aconite.- 
(4s.,  c.i.f.). 

Aloes. — (Per  cwt.).  Cape  primes,  245s. 
spot  and  240s.  c.i.f.;  Curacao,  440s.  and 
435s.,  c.i.f. 

Balsams. — (per  lb.).  Canada:  34s.  6d., 
c.i.f.,  38s.  spot;  Copaiba:  b.p.c.  10s.  9d., 
c.i.f.;  10s.  6d.  spot;  Peru:  12s.  10d.,  c.i.f.; 
13s.  6d.  spot;  Tolu:  b.p.,  13s. -14s.;  genuine 
as  imported,  41s.  6d.,  c.i.f. 

Cardamoms. — Alleppy  greens,  18s.,  spot 
15s.  6d.,  c.i.f.;  prime  seed,  27s.  6d.  spot 
24s.  9d.,  c.i.f. 

Cascara. — 290s.  cwt.,  c.i.f.  and  spot. 
Cassia. — Lignea,  360s.  cwt.,  duty  paid. 
Cherry  bark. — Thin  natural,  2s.  4d.  lb., 
c.i.f.;  2s.  6d.  spot. 

Cinnamon. — Seychelles  bark,  spot, 
nominal  (270s.,  c.i.f.).  Ceylon  quills  (c.i.f.), 
five  0's,  lis.  8d;  four  0's,  10s.  5d.;  firsts, 
6s.  10d.;  quillings,  4s.  lOd. 

Cochineal. — (Per  lb.).  Canary  Isles  silver- 
grey,  spot,  27s.  (26s.,  c.i.f.);  black  brilliant, 
28s.  6d.  (28s.,  c.i.f.).  Peruvian  silver  grey, 
20s.  6d.  and  20s.  c.i.f.,  nominal. 

Ginger.  —  (Per  cwt.)  —  Nigerian  split 
137s.  6d.,  no  c.i.f.  offers.  Jamaican  No.  3, 
320s.;  Cochin,  275s.  and  273s.,  c.i.f.; 
African,  165s.  and  135s.,  c.i.f. 

Honey. — (per  cwt.,  ex  store).  Australian 
light  amber,  132s.  6d.  to  135s.;  and  medium 
amber,  122s.  6d.  to  125s.  Argentine,  160s.  to 
165s.;  Canadian,  190s.  to  192s.  6d.;  Mexi- 
can, 130s.  to  132s.  6d.;  Chinese,  120s.  to 
125s. 

Liquorice. — root.  Russian  82s.  6d.  cwt.; 
block  juice;  Anatolian,  250s.  per  cwt. 

Menthol. — (Per  lb.).  Chinese,  36s.  6d., 
c.i.f.,  37s.  6d.,  in  bond.  Brazilian  for  ship- 
ment, 30s.  6d.,  c.i.f.;  spot,  32s.,  in  bond. 

Nutmegs. — (Per  lb.).  West  Indian,  80's, 
5s.  5d.;  1 10's,  4s.  4d.;  sound  unsorted,  3s.  7d., 
defectives,  2s.  9d.,  all  c.i.f. 

Nux  vomica. — Shipment,  110s.  cwt.,  c.i.f. 

Pepper. — Sarawak  white  3s.,  spot,  2s.  9d., 
c.i.f.  Brazilian  black,  grade  1,  2s.  9|d.,  duty 
paid. 

Pimento. — Shipment,  700s.  cwt.,  f.o.b. 

Quillaia.— 210s.  cwt.,  c.i.f.  (200s.  spot). 

Rhubarb. — Various  grades  offered  at 
from  9s.  to  25s.  per  lb.  spot. 

Saffron. — Mancha  superior,  1,000s.  per 
lb.;  Rio,  975s.,  landed  terms. 

Seeds. — (Per  cwt.) — Anise. — China  star, 
280s.,  duty  paid.  Celery. — Indian,  220s. 
and  205s.,  c.i.f.  Coriander. — Moroccan, 
127s.  6d.,  duty  paid;  114s.,  c.i.f.  Rumanian 
whole,  127s.  6d.,  duty  paid;  splits,  120s., 
duty  paid;  Cumin.  —  Iranian  82s.  6d., 
duty  paid;  150s.,  c.i.f.  Syrian,  152s.  6d. 


Dill. — Indian,  140s.  and  115s.,  c.i.f. 
Fennel. — Indian,  185s.,  spot  165s.,  c.i.f. 
Fenugreek. — Moroccan,  105s.,  duty  paid, 
75s.  c.i.f.  June-July.  Mustard. — English, 
75s.  to  105s.  as  to  quality. 

Senega. — Canadian,  32s.  lb.,  c.i.f.;  spot 
33s.  nominal.  Japanese  limited  stocks  at 
27s.  6d.,  in  bond. 

Senna. — (Per  lb.)  Tinnevelly  leaves  spot; 
Prime  No.  1,  2s.  3d.;  No.  3,  f.a.q.,  Is.  4Jd.; 
shipment,  No.  3,  Is.  4id.,  c.i.f.  pods: 
Tinnevelly  hand-picked,  3s.  nominal;  manu- 
facturing, Is.  lOd.  Alexandria  hand-picked, 
inferior  grades  only  at  around  5s.;  manu. 
facturing  forward,  2s.  4d.,  c.i.f.;  spot,  2s.  6d- 

Turmeric. — Madras  finger,  not  quoted  on, 
spot;  forward,  172s.  6d.  to  182s.  6d.  cwt., 
c.i.f. 

Valerian  root.  —  Indian,  300s.,  cwt. 
spot  and  c.i.f.;  Continental,  470s.,  c.i.f.; 
475s.  spot. 

Waxes. — (Per  cwt.)  Bees',  Dar-es-Sa!aam, 
755s.,  c.i.f.;  Candellila,  550s.  spot; 
Carnauba,  fatty  grey,  335s.  (312s.  6d.. 
c.i.f.),  prime  yellow,  475s.  (427s.  6d.,  c.i.f.), 

Essential  and  Expressed  Oils 

Almond. — Spanish,  5s.  3d.  lb. 

Amber. — Rectified,  spot  Is.  6d.  per  lb. 

Anise. — Chinese,  16s.  3d.  lb.;  shipment 
15s  6d.,  c.i.f. 

Bay. — Spot,  44s.  to  45s.  per  lb. 

Bergamot. — Spot,  105s.  to  Ills.  6d.  lb. 

Birch  tar. — Rectified,  15s.  lb.  on  the  spot. 

Bois  de  rose. — Brazilian,  20s.  6d.  lb. 
(19s.  9d.,  c.i.f.). 

Clove. — (lb.)  Madagascar  leaf  for  ship- 
ment, 12s.  9d.,  c.i.f.  spot,  nominal. 

Cubeb. — English  distilled,  100s.  per  lb. 

Cumin.— English  distilled  oil  from  120s, 
per  lb.  Imported,  from  110s. 

Eucalyptus. — Chinese,  80-85  per  cent.. 
10s.  7£d.  per  kilo  in  bond;  10s.  6d.,  c.i.f. 

Fennel. — Spanish  sweet,  13s.  6d.  lb. 

Geranium. — Bourbon,  97s. -100s.  lb. 

Grapefruit.  —  Florida,  25s.  lb.  c.i.f.; 
spot  from  20s. 

Juniper  berry. — English  distilled,  270s. 
lb.;  imported,  65s. 

Lavandin. — French,  22s.  6d.  to  25s.  lb. 

Lavender. — French,  50s.  to  60s.  lb. 

Lavender  spike. — Spanish,  22s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Lemon. — Sicilian,  new  crop  quoted  at 
49s.  to  53s.  lb.  for  best  grades. 

Patchouli. — Spot,  27s.  to  30s.  per  lb., 
duty  paid;  shipment,  25s.  to  26s.,  c.i.f. 

Pennyroyal. — From  19s.  lb.,  duty  paid. 

Peppermint. — (Per  lb.),  Arvenis:  Chinese 
shipment,  10s.  9d.,  c.i.f;  spot  lis.  Brazilian, 
10s.  ljd.,  spot;  10s.  3d.,  c.i.f.,  American 
Piperata,  40s.  to-47s.  6d.;  Italian,  95s. 

Pimento. — berry,  imported,  95s.;  English 
distilled,  390s.;  leaf,  21s.  per  lb. 

Pine. — Pumilionis,  14s.  6d.  to  17s.  6d  per 
lb.,  sylvestris,  lis.;  abietis,  20s.  to  23s. 

Rosemary. — Spanish,  10s.  6d.  lb.  spot. 

Sage. — Spanish,  18s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Sandalwood. — Mysore  spot,  140s.  lb., 
East  Indian,  305s.  per  kilo,  c.i.f. 

Spearmint. — American,  65s.  lb.  Chinese 
spot,  62s.  6d.  per  kilo;  shipment,  60s.,  c.i.f. 

UNITED  STATES  REPORT 

New  York,  April  23:  Demand  for 
Quinine  sulphate  is  quiet  with  prices 
easing.  New  crop  Senega  is  expected 
in  two  months'  time  Grapefruit  oil  is 
scarce  at  $2.75-$ 3. 50  per  lb. 
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TRADE  MARKS 

APPLICATIONS  ADVERTISED 
BEFORE  REGISTRATION 
"Trade  Marks  Journal,"  April  10,  No.  4676 

For  chemical  products  and  composts,  all  for 
use  in  horticulture  as  rooting  media  (1) 

FILIGREE,  B916.403,  by  Smith  and  Bee, 
Trull,  Taunton,  Somerset. 
For  perfumes,  non-medicated  toilet  prepara- 
tions, cosmetic  preparations,  dentifrices,  depi- 
latory preparations,  toilet  articles,  sachets  for 
use  in  waving  the  hair,  shampoos,  soaps  and 
essential  oils,  all  being  goods  for  sale  in  the 
United  Kingdom  (3) 

WHITE  SHIELD  LITTLE  MISS  MODERN, 
908,270,    by    Cussons    Sons    &    Co.,  Ltd., 
Kersal,  Manchester,  7. 
For  stain  removing,  cleaning,  polishing,  scour- 
ing   and    abrasive    preparations;    soaps  and 
saponaceous  products  (3) 

Device  with  letters  and  figure  K2R,  B903.243, 
by  Chemiro,  A.G.,  St.  Gallen,  9014,  Swit- 
zerland. 

For    perfumes,    cosmetics   and  non-medicated 

toilet  preparations  (3) 

THEME,  909,728,  by  Mallfair.  Ltd.,  Liver- 
pool, 3. 

For  perfumes,  eau  de  Cologne,  non-medicated 
toilet  preparations;  soaps,  essential  oils,  cos- 
metics; hair  lacquer,  hair  lotions,  after  shave 
lotions  (3) 

LAKME,  909,972,  by  Lakme,  Ltd.,  Bombay, 
1,  India. 

For  non-medicated  bath  preparations  in  capsule 
form  (3) 

BATH    PEARLS,    B91 1,851,    by  Lantigen 

(Export),   Ltd.,   Bagshot,  Surrey. 
For  cosmetic  preparations;  non-medicated  toilet 
preparations;      dentifrices;      preparations  for 
cleaning   artificial  teeth;  and  preparations  for 
the  hair  (3) 

CAPERS,  913,328,  by  Horizon  Enterprises, 
Ltd.,  London,  S.W.16. 

For  preparations  for  tinting  grey  hair  (3) 
ELIDA  PRETTY  GREYS,  913,471,  by  Uni- 
lever, Ltd.,  Port  Sunlight,  Ches. 

For    non-medicated    preparations    for  bubble 

baths  (3) 

BERTIE  BUNNY,  915,943,  by  Jean  Sorelle, 
Ltd.,  London,  W.l. 
For  non-medicated  toilet  preparations  (3) 
DUGALD  THE   DUCK,   915,944,   by  Jean 
Sorelle,  Ltd.,  London,  W.l. 
For  toothpastes  (3) 

Device  with  wards  PUNCH  &  JUDY  CHIL- 
DREN'S     TOOTHPASTE.      914,465,  by 
Gordon-Moore,    Ltd.,    London,  W.l. 
For   cosmetics,    non-medicated   toilet  prepara- 
tions,   perfumes,    soaps,    preparations   for  the 
hair  and  dentifrices  (3) 

TEMPTRESS,    915,957,    by    Beauty  Coun- 
selors of  London,   Ltd.,  Newhaven,  Sussex. 
For  joss  sticks  and  hair  oils,  all  being  per- 
fumed or  containing  essences  (3) 

MAHARISHI,  916,531,  by  Swiss-Japan  Im- 
ports, Ltd.,  London,  E.C.2. 
For  non-medicated  toilet  preparations  for  the 
hands  (3)  and  for  medicated  preparations  for 
the  hands  (5) 

INNOXA  ONE  &  ALL.  912,769-70,  by 
Innoxa  (England),  Ltd.,  London,  N.l. 
For  perfumes,  non-medicated  toilet  prepara- 
tions, cosmetic  preparations,  dentifrices,  depi- 
latory preparations,  toilet  articles,  sachets  for 
use  in  waving  the  hair,  shampoos,  soaps  and 
essential  oils,  all  being  goods  for  sale  in  the 
United  Kingdom  (3)  and  for  deodorants,  for 
sale  in  the  United  Kingdom  (5) 

RENOIR  MORNING  FRESH,  B914.190-91, 
by  Cussons  Sons  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Kersal, 
Manchester,  7. 
For  soaps,  perfumes,  non-medicated  toilet  pre- 
parations, cosmetics,  preparations  for  the  hair, 
dentifrices,  and  mouth  washes  (being  toilet 
articles,  not  medicated)  (3)  and  for  medicated 
preparations  for  the  scalp  and  the  skin;  anti- 
perspiranls,  deodorants;  and  medicated  pre- 
parations for  the  mouth  (5) 

MOMENTUM,    914,421,    914,432,    by  Intec 
Proprietaries,  Ltd.,  Morden,  Surrey. 
For  soaps;  toilet  preparations  for  the  hair  and 
teeth;  detergents  (not  for  use  in  industrial  or 
manufacturing  processes);  etc.  (3)  and  for  phar- 


maceutical preparations  for  human  and  veter- 
inary use,  disinfectants,  antiseptics,  germicides, 
fungicides,  insecticides,  weed  killing  prepara- 
tions, deodorants;  vermin,  slug,  and  snail  des- 
troying preparations;  bactericides  having  deter- 
gent properties;  and  preparations  and  sub- 
stances for  purifying  and  freshening  the  air 
(5) 

JEYES  Q2,  916,381,  916,383,  by  Jeyes  Group, 

Ltd.,  Barking.  Essex. 
For.  analgesic  preparations  (5) 

FORTADOL,  903,619.  by  Sterling-Winthrop 

Group,    Ltd.,    Surbiton,  Surrey. 
For  pharmaceutical  preparations  and  substan- 
ces, for  reducing  bleeding  in  the  treatment  of 
cuts,   grazes  and  the  like  (5) 

MENTHOLATUM   STAUNCH,   908.698,  by 

Mentholatum  Co.,  Ltd.,  Slough,  Bucks. 
For  pharmaceutical  products  (5) 

BUTAPHEN,    909,772.    by    Northern  Drug 

Co.,  Ltd.,  Leeds,  7. 
For  herbicidal  compositions  (5) 

KANSEL,    B913.263,    by    O.    M.    Scott  & 

Sons   Co..    Marysville,   Ohio,  U.S.A. 
For  pharmaceutical  preparations  for  the  treat- 
ment of  rheumatism,  bronchitis  and  like  ail- 
ments (5) 

Device  with  words  FIERY  JACK  BRAND, 
913,672,  by  Fylde  Laboratories,  Ltd.,  Preston, 
Lanes. 

For    pharmaceutical    and    medicated  prepara- 
tions for  use  in  the  treatment  of  burns  (5) 
Device  with  word  BURNEZE,  B9 14,439,  by 
Potter  &  Clarke,  Ltd.,  Barking,  Essex. 
For   deodorants,    disinfectants,    medicated  pre- 
parations for  the  treatment  of  the  skin  and 
scalp,   and   medicated   bath   preparations  (5) 
STUDIO,  915,360,  by  Studio  Girl-Hollywood, 
Ltd.,  Havant,  Hants. 
For     pharmaceutical    preparations    and  sub- 
stances for  human  use,  all  in  capsule  form  (5) 
PARACAPS,  918,542,  by  Cupal,  Ltd.,  Black- 
burn, Lanes. 
For  razors,  safety  razors  and  electric  razors; 
razor  blades,  mechanical  sharpeners  for  safety 
razor    blades,    mechanical    strops    for  safety 
razor    blades,    apparatus    and    appliances  for 
setting  razors;   razor  cases  (8) 

Device,     900,723,     by     Legion  Extranjers, 
Fabrica   de   Hojas   de   Afeitar   Industrial  y 
Comercial,    S.A.,    Buenos   Aires,  Argentina. 
For  photographic,  cinematographic  and  optical 
apparatus  and  instruments;  etc.  (9) 

TELEMATION.     918,470,     by  Progressive 
Video  Productions,  Ltd.,  London,  W.l. 
For    surgical    and    medical    instruments  and 
apparatus  (10) 

Device    of    letter   E,    B909.091,    by  Extra- 
corporeal and  Medical  Specialties  Co.,  Inc., 
Mount     Laurel     Township,     New  Jersey, 
08057,  U.S.A. 
For  combs,  sponges;  brushes,  etc.  (21) 

Device  with  words  WAY  IN,  B907.491,  by 
David    Gordon    Anthony,    London,  S.W.I. 
For  animal  feeding  stuffs  (31) 

EQUO,  911,738,  by  W.  F.  Tuck  &  Sons, 
Ltd.,  Diss,  Norfolk. 

"Trade  Marks  Journal,"  April  18,  No.  4677 

For   artificial   sweetening   preparations  (I) 

MAXIMS,    915,212,    by    Boots    Pure  Drug 

Co.,  Ltd.,  Nottingham. 
For  all  goods  for   use  in   photography  (1) 

VERSATONE,    918,350,    by    Kodak,  Ltd., 

London,  W.C.2. 
For    soaps,     perfumes,     non-medicated  toilet 
preparations,     cosmetics,     hair     lotions,  hair 
lacquers,    shampoos,    essential   oils  (3) 

RAYETTE     YOUNG     SET,     874,938,  by 

Rayette    Beauty    Products,     Ltd.,  Slough, 

Bucks. 

For  toilet  preparations  for  the  hair,  and 
shampoos  (3) 

TUNISALAN,  917.480,  by  G.  O.  Lacey  & 
Co.    (Croydon),    Ltd.,    Croydon,  Surrey. 
For  soaps,  perfumes  and  non-medicated  toilet 
preparations,    essential    oils,    cosmetics,  hair 
lotions,   hair  lacquers,  and  hair  shampoos  (3) 
RAYETTE    SUDDENLY    SO  BEAUTIFUL 
877,413,  by  Rayette  Beauty  Products,  Ltd., 
Slough,  Bucks. 
For   non-medicated   toilet   preparations,  toilet 
soap,   cosmetic  preparations  and  preparations 
for  the  hair  (3) 

GOLDWELL   MANNEQUIN,   8894,264,  by 


Goldwell,     G.m.b.H.,     Chemische  Fabrik 

H.  E.  Dotter,  Darmstadt,  Eberstadt,  Ger- 
many. 

For  non-medicated  toilet  preparations;  cos- 
metic preparations,  soaps,  perfumes,  prepara- 
tions for  the  teeth  and  hair  and  toilet  articles 

(3) 

Device,    B894.676,    by    Mary    Quant  Cos- 
metics,   Ltd.,    Surbiton,  Surrey. 
For  soaps  (3) 

HAPPY   THE    HIPPO,    917.477,    by  Studio 
Girl-Hollywood,  Ltd.,  Havant,  Hants.  LUX 
SOAP   OF  THE   STARS,   900.703,   by  Uni- 
lever,   Ltd..   Port   Sunlight.  Ches. 
For   shampoos,    setting    lotions,    dressing  and 
re-conditioning  creams,   emulsifying  oils,  bril- 
liantine,   cold   wave   lotions,   bleaches,  neulra- 
lisers,    lacquers    and    peroxides;    all    for  the 
hair;  non-medicated  hand  creams;  all  the  afore- 
said   goods    being    for    use    in  hairdressing 
establishments  (3) 

PRIORY,    907.051,   by   Priory   Beauty  Pro- 
ducts, Ltd.,  Hertford. 
For    preparations    for    the    hair,    all    in  the 
nature   of   creams   for   the  production   of  gel 
by  the  addition  of  water  (3) 

SNOWGEL,  B907.052.  by  Priory  Beauty  Pro- 
ducts, Ltd.,  Hertford. 
For  soaps,  perfumes,  non-medicated  toilet 
preparations,  cosmetic  preparations,  prepara- 
tions for  the  hair,  depilatory  preparations; 
toilet  articles  (3) 

SARGON,   B907.455,   by   Makeway  Produc- 
tions, Ltd.,  Sutton.  Surrey. 
For   pharmaceutical  and   medical  preparations 
and  substances  (5) 

AUXONAL,  909,781,  by  Gayoso  Wellcome, 
S.A.,  Madrid.  2,  Spain. 
For  pharmaceutical  and   medical  preparations 
and  substances,  all  of  them  containing  phos- 
phorus (5) 

LIOVIFOS,  909,783,  by  Gayoso  Wellcome, 
S.A.,    Madrid,    2,  Spain. 

PATENTS 

COMPLETE  SPECIFICATIONS  ACCEPTED 
From  the  "Official  Journal  (Patents)," 
April  10 

Process  for  the  preparation  of  pyrimidine 
nucleosides.   Upjohn,   Co.  1,114,870. 

Dentifrices.   Unilever,   Ltd.  1,114,872. 

Cyclo-hexyldiphenyliodonium  salts  and  methods 
for   their  production.   Parke,   Davis  &  Co. 

I,  114.950. 

Animal  growth  promoter.  Commercial  Solvents 

Corporation.  1,114,954. 
Preparation   of  sterile  packages.   Tepar,  A.G. 

1.114,976. 

Herbicidal  compositions  and  herbicidally  active 
phosphorus-containing   compounds   and  pro- 
cess  of   preparing   same.    Velsicol  Chemical 
Corporation.  1.115,028. 
Antibiotic    alanosine.    Lepetit    S.p.a..  Gruppo 
per    la    Ricerca    Scientifica    ela  Produzione 
Chimica    Farmaceutica.  1.115.041. 
British    patent    specifications    relating    to  the 
above  will  be  obtainable  (price  4s.  6d.  each) 
from    the    Patents    Office,    25  Southampton 
Buildings,    Chancery    Lane,    London,  W.C.2, 
from  May  22,  1968. 

NEW  COMPANIES 

P.C.=Private  Company.  R.O.  =  Registered  Office. 

CLIN-TECH,  LTD.  (P.O.  —  Capital  £100. 
To  deal  in  chemicals,  disinfectants,  gases, 
drugs,  etc.  Directors :  Duncan  Wood,  and 
Donald  V.  Jolliffe.  R.O. :  117  Wellington 
Avenue,  Sidcup,  Kent. 

EXCOLENE  CHEMICALS,  LTD.  (P.O.  — 
Capital  £10,000.  Subscribers:  John  H.  McGhie, 
and  John  Groom.  Solicitors:  Arnold  &  Co., 
19   Buckingham   Street,    London,  W.C.2. 

IVOR  R.  ROWLANDS  &  CO.  (Unlimited). 
—  Capital  £1,000.  To  carry  on  the  business 
of  wholesale  and  retail  chemists  and  druggists 
etc.  Directors:  John  B.  Thompson  and  Helen 
M.  Thompson,  26  Allanson  Road,  Rhos-on- 
Sea.  R.O. :  370  Abergele  Road,  Old  Colwyn, 
N.  Wales. 

P.  A.  ROONEY,  LTD.  (P.C.).  —  Capital 
£1,000.  To  carry  on  the  business  of  retail 
and  wholesale  chemists,  etc.  Directors:  Patrick 
A.  Rooney,  M.P.S.  and  Margaret  Rooney. 
R.O. :  49A  Station  Road,  Edgware,  Middlesex. 
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PRINT  AND  PUBLICITY 

A  LONG-term  advertising  campaign, 
expected  to  be  seen  by  every  new 
young  mother  and  mother-to-be  in  Bri- 
tain, has  been  launched  by  Cow  & 
Gate,  Ltd.,  Guildford,  Surrey.  Frequent 
advertising  giving  practical  advice  in 
top-circulation  women's  weeklies  is 
being  followed  by  an  intensive  tele- 
vision campaign,  the  theme  of  which 
is  that  Cow  &  Gate  milk  food  is  now 
even  easier  to  mix  and  contains  all 
the  vitamins  and  nutrients  needed  by 
a  young  baby.  Point-of-sale  and  dis- 
play material  emphasises  the  theme. 
Chemists  are  being  invited  to  partici- 
pate with  a  window  display  and  to 
apply  for  a  new  double-sided  show- 
card  or  a   "do-it-yourself"  pack. 

Before  developing  the  latest  cam- 
paign for  Gerber  baby  foods,  the  com- 
pany's advertising  agents  (Foote.  Cone 
&  Belding.  Ltd.)  visited  clinics  to  talk 
to  groups  of  mothers  and  to  become 
involved  subjectively  in  their  problems. 
All  the  discussions  were  video-taped 
and  from  them  emerged  the  approach 
the  campaign  should  adopt — an  ap- 
proach radically  different  from  that 
of  other  baby  food  advertising.  In  the 
advertisements,  a  typical  mother's 
problem  is  posed  and  answered,  with 
particular  reference  to  Gerber  pro- 
ducts. The  campaign  is  being  run  in 
selected  "baby"  media  and  influential 
women's  magazines.  Distributors  of 
Gerber  baby  foods  are  Brown  &  Pol- 
son,  Ltd.,  Claygate  House,  Esher,  Sur- 
rey. 

PRESS  ADVERTISING 

J.  &  J.  Col  man,  Ltd.,  Carrow  Works,  Nor- 
wich, NOR  75A :  Robinson's  instant  baby 
foods.  In  Woman's  Own,  Woman's  Realm, 
Family  Circle  and  leading  baby  publications. 

|  Gibbs  Proprietaries,  Ltd.,  P.O.  Box  1DY, 
Hesketh  House,  Portman  Square.  London, 
W.l:  Pears  new  baby  range.  In  Woman's 
Own  until  August  and  in  The  Baby  Book, 
You  and  Your  Baby  and  Bounty  Baby  Book. 

| Gordon-Moore,  Ltd.,  St.  Swithins.  Norwich, 
NOR  17A,  Norfolk:  Gordon  Moore's  cos- 
metic toothpaste.  In  women's  weekly  and 
monthly  magazines. 

(|H.  J.  Heinz  Co.,  Ltd.,  Hayes  Park,  Hayes, 
Middlesex:  Heinz  baby  foods.  In  women's 
magazines. 


women  s  magazines 

Stepfield,  Witham, 
big  circulation  na- 


ISPLAYPIECE:  Showcard  size  12  x  10  in. 
vailable  direct  from  John  Wyeth  &  Brother, 
td.,     Huntercombe     Lane     South,  Taplow, 

aidenhead,  Berks,  or  their  representative. 


Maws  Pharmacy  Supplies,  Ltd.,  Aldersgate 
House.  Barnet,  Herts:  Maws  baby  range. 
In  baby  care  journals, 
and  professional  papers. 

Radiol  Chemicals,  Ltd., 
Essex:  Radian-B.  In  all 
tional  daily  and  Sunday  Press  and  over 
eighty  provincial  evening  newspapers. 
Radian-A.  In  women's  magazines.  Radian 
massage  cream.  In  sporting  journals. 

PUBLICATIONS 
Catalogues  and  Lists 

Degenhardt  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Carl  Zeiss  House, 
20  Mortimer  Street,  London,  W.l:  Zeiss 
Umbral  sunglasses  1968  ( 12-p.  brochure). 

Photo-Science,  Ltd.,  Charfleets  Road,  Canvey 
Island,  Essex:  Price  list  and  brochure  of 
Jobo  tanks,  etc. 

Booklets  and  Leaflets 

B.P.  Chemicals  (U.K.),  Ltd.,  Devonshire 
House,  Piccadilly,  London,  W.l:  Bisol 
Technigram  (no.  348)  on  industrial  appli- 
cations of  acetone. 


EXCLUSIVE  TO  CHEMISTS:  For  Savlon 
antiseptic  cream  and  liquid  antiseptic,  products 
available  exclusively  to  chemists  from  the 
pharmaceuticals  division  of  Imperial  Chemi- 
cal Industries,  Ltd.,  Alderley  Park,  Maccles- 
field, Ches,  there  is  available  the  display/ 
stock  unit  illustrated. 


COMING  EVENTS 

Items  for  inclusion  under  this  htading  should  be  sent  in  time  to  reach 
the  Editor  not  later  than  first  post  on  Wednesday  of  the  week  of  insertion. 


Sunday,  April  28 

South  Midland  Chemists'  Golfing  Society, 
Henley  golf  club,  Henley-on-Thames,  Oxon. 
at  10.30  a.m.  Play  for  Maplethorpe  trophy 
followed  by  Stableford  foursomes. 

Monday,  April  29 

Ladies  Group,  North  Staffordshire  Branch, 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  Cartwright  House. 
Broad  Street,  Hanley,  at  7.45  p.m.  Annual 
meeting. 

Royal  Society  of  Health.  Health  Congress 
and  exhibition,  Eastbourne,  Sussex.  Until 
May  3.  On  May  3  the  Pharmaceutical  Sec- 
tion is  organising  a  symposium  on  "Safety 
Precautions  for  Drugs."  Speakers  include: 
Mr.  J.  R.  Phillips  on  "Control  of  Drugs — 
the  Retail  Aspect,"  Mr.  L.  Priest  (head- 
quarters staff.  Pharmaceutical  Society)  on 
"Protection  of  the  Public,"  and  Mr.  R.  W. 
Richards  (marketing  director.  Riker  Labora- 
tories), on  "Security  Precautions  in  the 
Pharmaceutical  Industry." 

South-west  London  Chemists'  Association, 
Lambeth  town  hall,  London,  S.W.2,  at 
8  p.m.  Annual  meeting. 

Tuesday,  April  30 

North  Staffordshire  Branch,  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  Medical  institute,  Hartshill,  Stoke- 
on-Trent,  at  7.45  p.m.  Discussion  of  Branch 
Resolutions. 

South-east  Metropolitan  Branch,  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  Lewisham  Hospital  medi- 
cal centre,  Lewisham  High  Street,  London, 
S.E.26,  at  8  p.m.  Dr.  Mary  Macmillan 
(Lewisham  Hospital),   on  "Steroids." 

University  of  Bradford,  D.4.  Main  Build- 
ing of  the  University,  at  5.30  p.m.  Professor 
G.  D.  H.  Leach  on  "Development  of  Phar- 
macology as  an  Experimental  Science." 

Wednesday,  May  1 

Bournemouth  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  So- 
ciety, Cornelia  nurses'  hostel,  Poole,  at 
1.20  p.m.  Dr.  T.  Barnett  on  "Medical 
Library  Facilities  in  the  Area;"  at  Medical 
centre,  Boscombe,  Dr.  W.  Scott  on  "Some 
Radiological  Aspects  of  Renal  Transplanta- 
tion." 

Edinburgh  Chemists'  Golf  Club,  No.  1 
course,  Gullane  golf  club.  Play  for  Organon 
prize  and  P.G.  trophy.  (Club  championship 
qualifying  outing.) 

Faculty  of  History  of  Medicine  and  Phar- 
macy, Society  of  Apothecaries  of  London, 
Apothecaries'  hall,  Blackfriars  Lane,  Lon- 
don. E.C.4,  at  5.30  p.m.  Miss  C.  V. 
Wedgwood  on  "Medicines  and  Politics  in 
the  Great  Civil  War." 

North  Metropolitan  and  Enfield  Branches, 
National    Pharmaceutical    Union,  Arnos 


Arms  hotel,  Bowes  Road,  London,  N.13,  at 
7.30  p.m.  Annual  meeting  of  North  Metro- 
politan Branch  followed  by  Mr.  H.  G. 
Moss  on  "N.P.U.  Marketing,  Past,  Present 
and  Future." 

Thursday,  May  2 

Bournemouth  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  So- 
ciety, Postgraduate  medical  centre.  Palmer- 
ston  Road,  Boscombe,  at  7.30  p.m.  Annual 
meeting. 

Bradford  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Midland  hotel,  Bradford,  at  7.45  p.m.  An- 
nual meeting. 

Huddersfield  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  So- 
ciety, Pack  Horse  hotel,  Kirkgate,  Hudders- 
field,  at   7.45   p.m.   Ten-minute  papers. 

Society  of  Cosmetic  Chemists,  Royal  Society 
of  Arts,  John  Adam  Street,  London,  W.C.2, 
at  7.30  p.m.  Mr.  B.  Warburton  and  Dr. 
B.  W.  Barry  on  "Some  Rheological  Aspects 
of  Cosmetics." 

Torquay  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Torbay  hotel,  Torquay,  at  8  p.m.  Annual 
meeting. 

Friday,  May  3 

Merseyside  Branch,  National  Association 
of  Women  Pharmacists.  Royal  Institute. 
Colquitt  Street,  Liverpool,  at  7.30  p.m. 
Annual  meeting. 

Advance  Information 

Agricultural  and  Veterinary  Pharmacy 
Group,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  West  of 
Scotland  Agricultural  College,  Auchincrutive, 
Ayrshire,  on  May  29.  At  2.30  p.m.  tour  of 
farm  and  laboratories;  at  7.30  p.m.  Mr.  W. 
G.  Johnston  (department  of  veterinary  medi- 
cine) on  "Intramammary  injections;"  Mr.  A. 
L.  Wilson  (department  of  veterinary  medicine) 
on  "Vaccines  in  Disease  Prevention;"  and 
Miss  M.  J.  Orr  (department  of  bacteriology) 
and  Mr.  A.  L.  Wiggins  (department  of  dairy 
technology)  on   "Dairy  Hygiene." 

South-west  London  Chemists'  Association. 
Outing  to  Montague  motor  museum.  Beaulieu. 
Hants,  on  May  26.  Coach  leaves  Clapham 
Common,  Old  Town,  at  9.30  a.m.  Cost 
£1  to  £1  10s.  (including  admission)  depending 
on  numbers.  Lunch  (price  13s.)  available  to 
those  giving  notice  when  booking.  Latest 
date  for  booking.  May  15.  Further  informa- 
tion from  Miss  B.  M.  Kell  (telephone: 
01-684  2086)  during  business  hours. 

University  of  Aston  in  Birmingham,  Great 
hall  of  the  University,  Gosta  Green,  Birming- 
ham 4,  at  7.30  p.m.  on  May  7.  Professor  F. 
E.  Camps  (professor  of  forensic  medicine. 
London  University)  on  "Drugs  of  Dependence 
—  a  Social  and  Pharmacological  Problem." 
(John    Priestman   Memorial  lecture.) 
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Prescribes 
Press 

What  doctors  arc  reading  about  developments 
in  drugs  and  treatments 

THE  first  demonstration  of  an  antiviral 
effect  in  man  against  an  influenza- 
type- B  virus  is  reported  by  workers 
at  the  Common  Cold  Research  Unit. 
Salisbury.  Wilts.  They  have  been  test- 
ing in  volunteers  an  isoquinoline  deri- 
vative. l-(p-methoxy-phenoxymethyI)-3, 
4-dihydroisoquinolinium  hydrochloride 
(U.K.  2371),  synthesised  by  Pfizer,  Ltd., 
as  one  of  a  series  of  potential  inhibi- 
tors of  viral  neuraminidase.  The  drug 
was  given  as  tablets  starting  one  day 
before  a  challenge  with  virus  and  con- 
tinuing for  five  days  after  the  chal- 
lenge. Of  thirty-four  people  given  the 
drug,  seven  had  symptoms  and  nine 
laboratory  evidence  of  infection :  of 
thirty-three  given  placebo,  thirteen  had 
symptoms  and  seventeen  had  labora- 
tory evidence  of  infection.  The  reduc- 
tion by  half  in  the  incidence  of  clinical 
illness  and  intection  suggests  to  the 
authors  that  the  drug  is  partially  suc- 
cessful in  preventing  infection  with  a 
sensitive  B-strain  when  given  prophy- 
lactically.  However,  it  remains  to  be 
shown  whether  the  drug  can  produce 
a  prophylactic  or  therapeutic  effect 
against  a  natural  infection  with  a  viru- 
lent virus.  Also  tested  was  a  closely 
related  compound.  l-(/7-chlorophenoxy- 
methyl)  -  3.  4  -  dihydroisoquinolinium 
hydrochloride  (U.K.  2054),  but  no  re- 
duction in  infection-rate  was  observed 
(Lancet,  April  20,  p.  843). 

There  is  no  evidence  of  alteration  or 
duration  of  aphthous  ulceration  fol- 
lowing the  use  of  triamcinolone  aceton- 
ide  (Adcortyl-A  in  Orabase),  Orabase. 
hydroxyquinoline.  carbenoxolone  so- 
dium (Biobase),  or  betamethasone  di- 
sodium  phosphate  (Beta-Corlan),  for 
a  period  of  four  weeks,  report  workers 
at  centres  in  Edinburgh  and  Liverpool. 
Each  patient  in  their  trial  followed  a 
sequence  of  two  drugs  over  a  four- 


month  period,  with  drug-free  months 
after  each  four-week  treatment  period. 
Although  literature  searches  indicated 
there  was  no  risk  of  systemic  effects 
from  the  low  doses  of  steroids  em- 
ployed, investigations  in  one  patient 
receiving  0  4  mgm.  daily  of  betametha- 
sone indicated  that  depression  of  ad- 
renal cortical  function  could  occur. 
At  that  point  the  trial  was  stopped. 
The  authors  point  to  the  need  for  study 
of  morbidity  and  mortality  arising  in 
patient  populations  on  long-term  treat- 
ment with  small  doses  of  cortico- 
steroids (B.M.J. ,  April  20,  p.  147). 

Two  cases  of  ephedrine  psychosis 
are  reported  by  workers  at  Springfield 
Hospital.  London.  In  one  case  the 
patient  had  been  taking  up  to  200  60 
mgm.  tablets  a  week,  increased  just 
before  admission  to  hospital,  and  in 
the  other  up  to  fifteen  30  mgm.  tab- 
lets had  been  taken  five  times  a  day 
during  exacerbations  of  asthma  (B.M.J .. 
April  20,  p.  160). 

CONTEMPORARY 
THEMES 

Subjects    of    contributions    in    current  medical 
and  technical  publications 

Diethylcarbamazine  citrate.  Colorimetric  esti- 
mation of,  in  pharmaceutical  preparations. 
Indian  J.  Pharm.,  February,   p.  41. 

Antimicrobial  activity  of  the  fruits  of  tlli- 
cium  verum  Book  f.  Indian  J.  Pharm., 
February,  p.  43. 

Potassium  guaiacolsulphonate.  Colorimetric 
estimation  of,  in  pharmaceutical  prepara- 
tions.  Indian  J.   Pharm.,   February,   p.  45. 

Infectious  drug  resistance.  Vet.  Rec,  April 
20.  p.  448. 

Mercury  perchloride.  Toxicity  of,  when  used 
as  an  anti-cancer  agent  in  colorectal  surgery. 
Proc.  roy.  Soc.  Med.,  April  4,  p.  341. 

Thyroid  and  antithyroid  drugs.  The  geo- 
graphy of  the  use  of,  in  Northern  Ireland. 
Proc.  roy.  Soc.  Med.,  April  4,  p.  389. 

Narcotic  analgesics.  The  preclinical  evalua- 
tion of.  Aust.  J.  Pharm.,  February,  p.  S13. 

Poisoning  by  the  insecticide  chlordane.  Aust. 
J.  Pharm.,  February,  p.  S16. 

New  instruments  in  the  fields  of  light  and 
electron  microscopy.  Instrument  Rev.,  April, 
p.  226. 

Genetic    control    of    drug    levels    in  man; 

phenylbutazone.  Science,  March  29,  p.  1479. 
Defibration  of  normal  human  blood  for  in 

vitro  cell  studies.  Nature,  April  13,  p.  178. 


Ethanol  increases  hepatic  smooth  endoplasmic 
reticulum  and  drug-metabolising  enzymes. 
Science,  March  29,  p.  1469. 

Aureolic  acid  group  of  anti-tumour  anti- 
biotics.  Nature,  April   13.   p.  193. 

Synthetic  l-rV-carbamylhemicystine-2-O-methyl- 
tyrosine-oxytocin  (/V-carbamyl-O-methyl-oxy- 
tocin);  a  specific  antagonist  to  the  actions  of 
oxytocin  and  vasopressin  on  the  uterus  and 
mammary  gland.  Nature,  April  13.  p.  197. 

Bicarbonate.  Effect  of.  on  sodium  absorption 
by  the  human  jejunum.  Nature,  April  20, 
p.  267. 

Dimethylnitrosamine.  Blastomogenic  effect  of, 

on  pregnant  rats  and  their  offspring.  Nature, 

April  20,  p.  280. 
Influenza.    Prophylaxis   of,    with    a  synthetic 

isoquinoline.  Lancet,  April  20,  p.  843. 
Aphthous    ulceration.    Use    of    steroids  in 

treatment   of.    Brit.    med.   J.,   April   20,  p. 

147. 

Ephedrine  psychosis.  Brit.  med.  I.,  April  20, 
p.  160. 

EXPANSION  PROJECTS 

CONSTRUCTION  of  a  pharma- 
ceutical factory  for  G.  D.  Searle  &  Co., 
Ltd.,  at  Morpeth,  Northumberland,  is 
starting  immediately.  The  factory  is  be- 
ing built  at  a  cost  of  £L75  million  on 
a  28-acre  site.  It  is  expected  to  be  ready 
for  occupancy  by  May  1969. 

A  MAJOR  factory  for  the  produc- 
tion of  pharmaceuticals,  pesticides  and 
consumer  products,  has  been  com- 
pleted for  Fisons  Industries  (Pty)  at 
Kempton  Park.  Johannesburg,  South 
Africa.  The  new  plant  will  consolidate 
development  and  provide  for  growth. 

BRITISH  Titan  Products  Co.,  Ltd., 
are  to  build  a  plant  on  a  new  215-acre 
site  at  Greatham,  close  to  the  com- 
pany's original  plant  at  Billingham  and 
its  central  laboratories  at  Stockton-on- 
Tees.  The  new  plant,  to  produce  30,000 
tons  a  year  of  titanium  dioxide,  will 
cost  over  £9  million  and  be  in  produc- 
tion by  the  second  half  of  1970. 

A  JOINT  company  to  make  poly- 
propylene film  for  the  packaging  mar- 
ket is  being  set  up  by  British  Sidac. 
Ltd.  (with  51  per  cent,  of  the  shares) 
and  Imperial  Chemical  Industries, 
Ltd.  (49  per  cent.)  Known  as  Sidex 
Ltd.,  the  new  company  will  build  and 
operate  a  plant  with  an  initial  invest- 
ment of  about  £3  million. 


COMMERCIAL  TELEVISION 

The  information  given  in  the  table  is  of  number  of  appearances  and  total  screen  time  in  seconds.  Thus  7/105  means  that  the  advertiser's  announcement  will,  during  the 
week  covered,  be  screened  seven  times  and  lor  a  total  of  105  seconds. 


Period — May  5-11 


PRODUCT 


Andrews  liver  salts 

3/45 

4/60 

4/60 

3/45 

2/60 

3/45 

3/45 

3/45 

3/45 

3/90 

3/45 

2/30 

2/30 

2/30 

Askit  powders... 

5/51 

3/29 

2/14 

Bathjoys 

3/90 

2/60 

Bunnies  disposable  nappies  ... 

2/30 

Cossack  hair  spray  ... 

3/90 

4/120 

4/120 

3/90 

3/90 

3/90 

4/120 

4/120 

Dettol  

1/45 

2/90 

2/90 

1/45 

2/90 

1/45 

3/135 

1/45 

2/90 

2/90 

1/45 

2/90 

Farlene...       ...       ...  ... 

6/180 

4/120 

Haze  

3/90 

1/30 

2/60 

2/60 

Laguna  tonic  bath 

3/75 

Milk  of  Magnesia   

2/30 

3/45 

2/30 

2/30 

2/30 

5/75 

3/45 

3/45 

1/15 

3/45 

3/45 

3/45 

4/60 

tablets 

7/49 

2/30 

Moorland  indigestion  tablets 

1/15 

1/15 

Poli-grip 

2/60 

2/60 

Polyherb  shampoo 

3/90 

3/90 

3/90 

3/90 

3/90 

3/90 

3/90 

3/90 

3/90 

3/90 

3/90 

3/90 

Simpkin's  JuiCees 

4/60 

Steradent 

2/60 

4/120 

1/30 

1/30 

2/60 

3/90 

2/60 

2/60 

2/60 

1/30 

1/30 

2/60 

Sterafix... 

1/15 

1/15 

1/15 

2/30 

2/30 

1/15 

Supersoft  shampoo  ... 

3/90 

4/120 

3/90 

3/90 

4/120 

3/90 

4/120 

3/90 

3/90 

3/90 

3/90 

3/90 

